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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to establish and prescribe the powers and duties of the 

2 Iowa research foundation, and making an appropriation for 

3 the Iowa research foundation fund. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 1380 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. SHORT TITLE. This Act shall 

2 be known and may be cited as the Iowa Research Foundation 

3 Act. 

4 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, 

5 unless the context otherwise requires: 

6 1. "Foundation" means the Iowa research foundation. 

7 2. "Board" means the Iowa research foundation board 

8 appointed as prescribed by section four (4) of this Act. 

9 3. "Director" means the director of the Iowa research 

10 foundation, appointed pursuant to section seven (7) of this 

11 Act. 

12 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED. There is 

13 established the Iowa research foundation. The foundation 

14 shall consist of the Iowa research foundation board and a 

15 director, and necessary staff personnel responsible to the 

16 director. 

17 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 11EMBERSHIP OF BOARD. The board 

18 shall consist of nine members appointed by the governor with 

19 approval of two thirds of the members of the senate, for terms 

20 of three years beginning July first of the year in which the 

21 appointments are made. However, in making the initial 

22 appointments to the board, the governor shall designate three 

23 appointees to serve for terms expiring June 30, 1975, three 

24 to serve for terms expiring June 30, 1976, and three to serve 

25 for terms expiring June 30, 1977. Board members shall be 

26 appointed solely on the basis of their qualifications by 

27 reason of education and professional experience and without 

28 regard to political affiliation. The board shall at all times 

29 include one member of recognized achievement in each of the 

30 following fields: 

31 1. Botanical sciences with agricultural applications. 

32 2. Education. 

33 3. Engineering. 

34 

35 

4. Medical science. 

5. Research management. 
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6. Social sciences. 

7. Zoological sciences with agricultural applica-

3 tions. 

S.F. /380 

4 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. POWERS AND DUTIES. The founda-

5 tion shall: 

6 1. Initiate and support basic scientific research and 

7 programs to strengthen research capabilities within this state 

8 in the biological, engineering, mathematical, medical, natural, 

9 physical and social sciences by means of grants, loans and 

10 other appropriate forms of financial assistance. 

11 2. Foster the interchange of scientific and technologi-

12 cal information among individuals, firms and educational 

13 institutions within this state and, where feasible, between 

14 those in this state and elsewhere. 

15 3. Appraise the impact of basic and applied research upon 

16 industrial and commercial development and the general welfare 

17 of the people of this state. 

18 4. Promote and support development and use of improved 

19 techniques of scientific and sociological research, and of 

20 organizing, storing and disseminating information obtained 

21 through research. 

22 5. Evaluate periodically the status and needs of the 

23 various sciences and branches of learning pursued in this 

24 state, as a means to assist in determining relative priorities 

25 of projects for which financial assistance is sought from 

26 the foundation, and to assist in avoiding undesirable 

27 duplication of effort by individuals, firms and educational 

28 institutions which engage in scientific, sociological and 

29 technological research in this state. 

30 6. Adopt, in accordance with chapter seventeen A (17A) 

31 of the Code, rules and regulations governing the submission, 

32 review and approval or disapproval of applications for, 

33 oversight of the continuing utilization of, and reporting 

34 on ti1e results arising from work performed pursuant to, grants, 

~ 35 loans or scholarships made under this Act, and governing the 
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1 repayment of such loans. 

2 7. Have authority to receive and use funds donated by 

3 others, if the funds are donated without restrictions other 

4 than those requiring use of the donated funds for one or more 

5 of the purposes for which the foundation may use its appro-

6 priated funds. 

7 8. Have authority to publish or arrange for publication 

8 of scientific and technical information in furtherance of the 

9 general objectives of the foundation as stated in this sec-

10 tion. 

11 9. Maintain current data on all loans or grants from any 

12 source, other than private investment, received by individuals, 

13 firms or educational institutions in this state to support 

14 or contribute to the support of scientific or technological 

15 research in this state. The refusal of any individual, firm 

16 or educational institution to provide the foundation with 

17 information needed to carry out its responsibilities under 

18 this subsection shall render that individual, firm or educa-

19 tional institution ineligible for any financial assistance 

20 from the foundation under this Act. 

21 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. BOARD ORGANIZATION. The board shall 

22 meet at least once each six months, and may meet more often 

23 if necessary in order to discharge its responsibilities under 

24 this Act. Meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman, 

25 or at the request of any three members, upon ten-days' notice 

26 in writing to each member unless the meeting date was set 

27 by motion or resolution prior to adjournment of a previous 

28 meeting. At the first meeting after July first of each year, 

29 the board shall organize by election of a chairman and a vice 

30 chairman for the ensuing year. Members shall receive forty 

31 dollars per diem and shall be compensated for their actual 

32 and necessary expenses incurred in attending meetings of the 

33 board. 

34 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. DIRECTOR. The director o£ the 

35 foundation shall be appointed by the governor with approval 
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1 of blo thirds of the members of the senate, and shall serve 

2 at the pleasure of the governor. He shall appoint necessary 

3 staff personnel, within the limits of funds appropriated to 

4 the foundation for salaries, in accordance with chapter 

5 nineteen A (19A) of the Code. In appointing the director, 

6 the governor shall consider but need not be bound by the 

7 written recommendation of a majority of the members of the 

8 board. 

9 The appointment of the first director under this section 

10 shall be deferred until the initial members of the board are 

11 appointed and have met, organized, and have had an oppor-

12 tunity to submit to the governor a recommendation regarding 

13 appointment of a director. 

14 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS FOR 

15 GRADUATE RESEARCH. The foundation is authorized to use not 

16 to exceed fifty percent of the funds appropriated by SP~U nr 

17 eleven { 11) of this Act to award scholarships and fellowshi;:·s 

18 for graduate research positions in any of the areas enumer-

19 ated in section five {5), subsection one {1), of this Act, 

20 at any appropriate Iowa institution of higher education. 

21 The scholarships and fellowships shall be awarded in a manner 

22 which will tend to result in a wide distribution of them 

23 through public and private institutions of higher education 

24 throughout the state. However, the primary criteria for 

25 awarding the scholarships and fellowships shall be the pros-

26 pective benefit to the state of Iowa either from the results 

27 of the work thus supported, or from the training of additional 

2 8 persons with needed professional or technological skills wh., 

29 will be available for employment in Iowa, or both. 

30 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. PATENT RIGHTS. Each contract or 

31 other financial arrangement executed by the foundation under 

32 this Act shall include provisions governing the disposition 

33 of inventions produced thereunder in a manner calculated to 

34 protect the public interest and the equities of the individual 

35 or the organization with which the contract or arrangement 
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1 is executed. 

2 Sec. 10. There is appropriated from the general fund of 

3 the state to the Iowa research foundation for the fiscal year 

4 beginning July 1, 1974 and ending June 30, 1975, the sum of 

5 one million (1,000,000) dollars to implement this Act. No 

6 more than five pe:rcent of the appropriation made by this sec-

7 tion shall be expended for salaries, support, maintenance 

8 and miscellaneous purposes on behalf of the foundation or 

9 the board. Unencumbered or unobligated balances of the appro-

10 priation made by this section shall be subject to section 

11 eight point thirty-three (8.33) of the Code. 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 This bill establishes an Iowa Research Foundation, modeled 

14 to some extent on the National Science Foundation, with an 

15 appropriation of $1,000,000 to be used primarily to fund basic 

16 and applied scientific research and graduate research 

1 .. 7 scholarships and fellowships, and to help see that the bene-

18 fi!_s of this research are utilized by Iowa industries and 

19 institutions of higher education. The Foundation is adminis-

20 tered by a director and a nine-member part-time board appointed 

21 by the Governor with Senate confirmation. 
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