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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the continuation of teachers' contracts. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY TilE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TilE STATE OF IO\\A: 

3 Section 1. Section t•,;o hundred seventy-nine point thirteen 

4 (279.13), ~_;nnumbered paragraph tnree {3), Code 1973, is a:nended 

5 to read as follows: 

6 Said The contract shall remain in force and effect for 

7 the period stated in the contract a~a-~fie~ea£~e~-shaxx-ee 

8 a~~e~atieat±y-eentin~ed-in-£eree-and-e££eet-~e~-e~~iva±ent 

9 ~efiees, except as modified or terminated by m~tual agreement 

10 of tl1e board of directors and the teacher7 -Hn~i±-tefminated 
ll as-hefeiRa~ter-~fevided7-hewever7-ne ~ contract shall not 

12 be tendered by the employing board to a teacher under lts 

13 jurisdiction prior to March ~ first of any year, nor be 

14 required to be signed by the teacher and returned to the board 

15 in less than t\venty-one days after being tendered. On or 

16 before April ~§ fifteenth, of each year the teacher may file 

17 his written resignation with the secretary of the board of 

18 directors, or the board may by a majority vote of the elected 

19 membership of the board, cause said contract not to be 

20 ~e~~~Ra~e6 renewed by written notification e£-~e~ffi±flatieft, 

21 by a certified letter mailed to the teacher not later than 

22 tne tenth day of April; provided, however, tl1at at least ten 

23 days prior to mailing of any notice of ~e,.!fi±Ra.t:i:e!'l t.he contract 

24 

25 
not being renewed the board or its agent shall inform the 

teacher in writing that (1) the board is consider1ng 
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1 ~ei<lti±Rat±eR-e£-ea±e not renewing the contract and that (2) 

2 the teacher shall have the right to a private conference with 

3 the board if the teacher files a request therefor with the 

4 president or secret.ary of the board within five days; and 

5 if vlithin five days after receipt by the teacher of such 

6 written information the teacher files with the president or 

7 secretary of the board a written request for a conference 

R and a written statement of specific reasons for considering 

9 tef!!I±Rat~eft not renewing the contract, the board s!1all, before 

10 any notice of ~ef!!\~fta~~eR not renewing the contract is mailed, 

11 give the teacher written notice of the time and place of such 

12 conference and at the request of the teacher, a writ ten 

13 statement of specific reasons for considering tefffiifta~ieft 

14 not renewing the contract, and shall hold a private conference 

l5 between the board and teacher and his representative if the 

16 teacher appears at such time and place. No school board 

17 member shall be liable for any damages to any teacher if any 

18 such statement is determined to be erroneous as long as such 

19 statement was made in good faith. In event e~-s~efi-~ei<!!I±Ratieft 

20 that the contract is not renewed, it shall take effect at 

2 :. the close of the school year in which the contract is 

7'' te,.lli~Ra~ea not rene,,•ed by either of said methods. The teacher 

7 .,, shall have the rigllt to protest the action of the board, and 

2 l+ to a hearing thereon, by notifying the president or secretary 

25 of the board in writing of such protest within twenty days 
2 r, of the receipt by him of the notice not to ~ei"!!\.;,Rate renew, 

21 in which event the board shall hold a public hearing on such 

?.3 protest at the next regular meeting of the board, or at a 

29 special meeting called by the president of the board for that 

JO purpose, and shall give notice in writing to the teacher of 

31 the time of the hearing on the protest. Upon the conclusion 

32 of the r1earing the board shall determine the question of 

33 continuance or discontinuance of the contract by a rol~ call 

34 vote entered in the minutes of the board, and the action of 

35 the board shall be final. The foregoing provisions for 
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1 ~e~R\'i,Rat-i:ofl contract renewal shall not affect the power of 

2 the board of directors to discharge a teacher for cause under 

3 the provisions of section 279.2U. The term ''teacher" as used 

4 in this section shall include all certificated school 

5 employees, including superintendents. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill eliminates the automatic continuation of teachers' 

8 contracts, but retains the hearing procedure. 
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