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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the licensing and regulat.ion of social 

2 workers, certified social workers, and master social 

3 workers, the deposit of license fees for purposes of 

4 administrationi and providing penalties for violations. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. PURPOSE. The general assen~ly 

2 finds that the profession of social work profoundly affects 

3 the lives of the people of this state. It is the purpose 

4 of this Act to protect the public by setting standards of 

5 qualification, training and experience for those who seek 

6 to engage in the practice of social work and to promote high 

7 standards of professional performance for those engaged in 

8 the practice of social \vork. 

9 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, 

10 unless the context clearly requires othen;ise: 

11 1 • "Boardn means the board of social wor~ exaniners estab-

12 lished by this Act. 

13 2. "Social work practice" means the disciplined application 

14 of accepted social work values, principles and methods by 

15 persons trained in social work and done for compensation to 

16 effect change in human behavior and nromote improved social 

17 and individual functioning, and to effect improvement in th~ 

18 social condition of individuals, families, groups, organiza-

19 tions and communities. Such application requires knowledge 

20 of and recognizes the influence of varied interaction of 

21 social, cultural, personal and economic systems on efforts 

22 to change and improve individual functioning and social condi-

23 tions. Social work practice includes, but is not limited 

24 to casev10rk, groupwork, community organization, adminiscration, 

25 education and research, and may be provided through all of 

26 the following: 

27 a. Counseling individuals, families and groups. 

28 b. Providing leadership and assisting organizations, 

29 groups and communities to analyze social problems and human 

30 needs and the delivery of human services. 

31 c" Providing leadership and assisting com:nunities and 

32 groups to improve social conditions through application of 

33 social planning, policy formation, and impJ.ementation. 

34 d. Teaching subject matter relevant to the body of social 

35 work kno'Y:ledge, values, principles, and methods. 
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~ l e. Conducting research into relevant subject matter 

• 

2 designed to contribute to the body of social work knowledge 

3 or assess social work values, principles and methods. 

4 Sec. 3. NEVI SECTION, CONDITIONS FOR LICENSING. A person 

5 shall not engage in the practice of social work or hold himself 

6 forth as performing the services of a social worker unless 

7 licensed in accordance with the provisions of this Act, nor 

8 may any person participate in the delivery of social work 

9 service unless under the supervision of a person who is 

10 licensed under this Act. 

11 Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent qualified 

12 physicians and surgeons, osteopaths, osteopathic physicia.ns 

13 and suxgeons, psychologists, attorneys, marriage counselors, 

14 family counselors, child counselors, probation and parole 

15 t'lorkers or members of the clergy from acting within the 

16 standards and ethics of their respective professions if they 

17 do not hold themselves out to the public by any title or 

18 description of services as being engaged 1n the practice of 

19 social WO!:"k. 

20 Ar1y person who violates the provisions of this section 

21 1s guilty of a misdemeanor. 

22 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. BOARD ESTABLISHED. There is estab-

23 lished a board of social work examiners which shall consist 

24 of three persons licensed to practice under this Act and t\<IO 

25 persons who are not licensed to practice under this Act and 

26 who shall represent ~he general public. The three licensed 

27 members shall be practicing social t~ork as follows: 

28 1. One member shall be a licensed social worker. 

29 2. One member shall be a licensed master social worker. 

30 3. One member shall be a licensed certified social worker. 

31 Licensed members appointed to the board shall have prac-

32 ticed as social workers for at least five years, the last 

33 two of which were in this state. 

34 For the initial board, licensed members means persons who 

~ 35 are eligible for licensing pursuant to this Act. 
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1 Members shall be appointed by the governor subject to the 

2 approval of two-thirds of the members of the senate. 

3 Professional associations or societies composed of social 

4 workers may recommend the names of potential board members 

5 to the governor, but the governor shall not be bound by the 

0 recommendations. Board meiT~ers shall not be required to be 

7 members of a professional association or society of social 

8 workers. 
9 Sec. 5, NEW SEC'l'ION. TERMS OF OFFICE--VACANCIES. 

10 Appointments shall be for three-year terms and shall commence 

11 on July first of the year in \vhich the appointment is made. 

12 Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term by appoint-

13 ment of the governor and shall be subject to senate confirma-

14 tion, Members shall serve no more than ·three terms or nine 

15 years, whichever is less. 

16 For the initial terms, the governor shall appoint one 

17 member to serve a one-year term, two menwers to serve two-

18 year terms, and two members to serve three-year terms. 

19 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. UNLICENSED MEi".BERS. The members 

20 of the board representing the general public shall not partici-

21 pate in administering or grading any portion of an examination. 

22 Violation of the confidentiality of information by a public 

23 member shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

2 4 Sec, 7. NEW SECTION. COMPENSATION AND 1-lEETINGS. Members 

2 S of the board of social "'ork examiners shall set their own 

26 compensation at a rate not exceeding forty dollars per day for 

27 each day the member is actually engaged in the discharge of 

28 duties in addition to necessary expenses. Per diem compensa-

29 tion and expenses shall be paid from funds appropriated to 

3 0 the board. 

31 The board shall hold at least one meeting each year at 

32 the seat of government and may hold additional meetings as 

33 deemed necessary. Adtlitional meetings shall be held at the 

34 call of the chairman or a majority of the members of the 

35 board. A majolcity of the members of the boarcJ shall constitute 
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1 a quorum. 

2 Sec. 8. ~EW SECTION. POWERS AND DUTIES. The board shall 

3 have the following powers and duties: 

4 1. Recommend to the governor modifications and amendments 

s to this Act. 

6 2. Initiate actions to the appropriate county attorney 

7 for the prosecution of violations of this Act. 

8 3. Annually publish a list of the names and addresses 

9 of all persons who are: 

10 a. Licensed social workers. 

ll b. Licensed master social workers. 

12 c. Licensed certified social workers. 

13 4. Prescribe and enforce rules and regulations for pro-

16 

17 

14 fessional conduct of persons licensed under this Act and for-

15 mulate such other rules and regulations as may be necessary 

for the administration of this Act, including rules relating 

to the private practLce of social work. 

18 

19 

5. Determine what educational activities shall fulfill 

continuing education requirements for renewal of licenses. 

20 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. SOCIAL WORKER. The board shall 

21 issue a license as a social worker to an applicant who: 

22 1. Possesses a baccalaureate 

23 a college or university approved 

degree 

by the 

in social work from 

board, or possesses 

24 a baccalaureate degree in a related field approved by the 

25 board and also possesses fifteen undergraduate hours in social 

26 work from a college or university approved by the board. 

27 2. Has passed an examination approved by the board. 

28 3. Is a resident of this state or is employed in this 

29 state. 

30 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. MASTER SOCIAL 1'/0RKER. The board 

31 shall issue a license as a master social worker to an applicant 

32 who: 

33 1. Has a master's degree in social work from a college 

34 or university approved by the board. 

41t 35 2. Has passed an examination approved by the board. 
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1 3. Is a resident of this state or is employed in this 

2 state. 

3 Sec. 11. NEh' SECTION. CERTIFIED SOCIAL \'ORKER. The board 

4 shall issue a license as a certified social worker to an 

5 applicant who: 

6 1. Has a master's degree or doctorate degree in social 

7 vlork from a graduate school of social work approved by the 

8 board, 

9 2. Has had two years of full-time postmaster's degree 

10 qualified experience under the supervision of a licensed 

11 certified social worker or a professional person of at least 

12 

13 

14 

15 

equivalent 

3. Has 

4 > 
~., 
~~ a 

Sec. 1 2. 

qualifications as de·termined by the board. 

passed an approved examination. 

legal resident of Iowa or is employed in Iowa. 

NEW SECTION. APPLICATIONS. Applications for 

16 licensure shall be on forms prescribed and furnished hy the 

17 board and the board may require that the acplication contain 

18 a recent photograph of the applicant. An applicant shall 

19 not be ineligible for licensure because of age, citizenship, 

20 sex, race, religion, marital status, or national origin 

21 although the application may require citizenship information. 

22 The board may consider the past felony record of an applicant. 

23 Character references may be required, but shall not be obtained 

24 from licensed social workers, licensed master social vmrkers, 

25 or licensed certified social workers. 

26 Sec. 13. NE1>/ SEC'I'ION. EXPIRATIONS Al<D RENEWALS. Licenses 

27 shall expire annually as determined by the board. The board 

28 shall notify every person licensed under this Ace of the date 

29 of expiration of his license and the amount of the fee required 

30 for its renewal for one year. The notice shall be :nailed 

31 at least one month in advance of the expiration date. Failure 

32 to renew the license within a reasonable time after the 

33 expiration shall not invalidate tl1e license, but a reasonable 

34 penalty may be assessed by the board. 

35 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. EXAMINATION. 'l'he board may 
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1 administer as many examinations per year as are necessary, 

2 but shall administer at least one examination per year. The 

3 scope of the examinations and the methods of procedure shall 

4 be prescribed by the board. Any written examination may be 

5 conducted by representatives of the board. Applicants who 

6 fail the exa.mination once shall be allowed to take the 

7 examination at the next scheduled time. Thereafter, the 

8 applicant shall be allowed to take the examination at the 

9 discretion of the board. 

10 Sec< 15. NEW SECTION. EXPENDITURES. \'iarrants for the 

11 payment of expenses and compensations provided by this chapter 

:L2 shall be issued i.:>y the state comptroller drawn upon funds 

13 appropriated to the board upon presentation of vouchers drawn 

14 by the chairman of the board and authorized by the members 

15 of the board. 

16 Sec. 1 6. NEW SECTION. COLLECTION OF' FEES. A secretary 

17 may be employed to collect and account for all fees and pay 

• 18 them to the treasurer of state who shall deposit the fees 

19 in the general fund of the state. The board shall set the 

20 fees for examination and for licensure and renewal of licen-

21 sure. The fee for examination shall be based on the annual 

22 cost of administering the examinations. The fees for licen-

23 sure and renewal shall be based upon the administrative costs 

24 of sustaining the board which shall include, but shall not 

2 5 be limited to, the costs for: 

26 1. Per diem, expenses and travel for board members. 

27 2. Administrative costs, supplies, and equipment. 

2 8 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. TITLES. Any person who possesses 

29 a valid license as a licensed social worker, licensed master 

30 social worker or licensed certified worker shall l1ave the 

31 right to practice and use the title, "licensed social worker", 

32 "licensed .master social worker" or "licensed certified social 

33 worker", respectively, and the abbreviations LSI-I, LMSh' or 

34 LCSW, respectively. No other person shall assume such titles, 

~ 35 use such abbreviations, or any s1milar word or letter, signs, 
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1 figures or devices to indicate that the person using the same 

2 is either a licensed social worker, licensed master social 

3 worker or licensed certified social worker. 

4 Any person who violates the provisions of this section 

5 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

6 Sec, 18. NEW SECTION. RECIPROCITY. An applicant is 

7 exempt from the requirement for passing an examinatio~ provided 

8 for in this Act if he is licensed or registered under the 

9 la>vs of a state or territory of the t:nited State~ that imposes 

10 substantially the same requirements as this Act. 

11 Sec. 19. NEY,J SECTION. EXEMPTIONS FROM LICENSURE. 

12 1. For a period of two years following the effective date 

13 cf this Act, an applicant is exempt from the requirement for 

14 any examination, if the applicant is, on the effective date 

15 of this Act, actually engaged in the practice of social work 

16 for which the examination would otherwise be required. 

17 2. For a period of two years following the effective date 

18 of this Act, an applicant for a license as a social wor~er 

19 is exempt from any academic qualifications required by this 

20 Act if he is on the effective date of this Act actually engaged 

21 in the practice for >Vhich the academic qualifications would 

22 othel:W'ise be required. 

23 3. For a period of two years follmving the effective date 

24 of this Act, an applicant for license as a master social 

25 worker is exempt from the academic requirements specified 

26 in this Act, but must show evidence of having attained a 

27 bacccalaureate degree from a college or university approved 

28 by the board and shO>V that he is on the effective date of 

29 this Act actually engaged in the practice for which the 

30 academic qualifications would otherwise be required. 

31 4. For a period of t•~o years following the effective date 

32 of this Act, an applicant for a license as certified social 

33 worker is exempt from the requirement under this Act of t~o 

34 years practice experience under supervision of a licensed 

35 certified social worker, 
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1 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE. 

2 The board may suspend or revoke any license issued under the 

3 provisions of this Act or may refuse to renew a license upon 

4 proof, after a hearing, that the licensee: 

5 1 • Has been convicted of a felony but only if. the con-

6 viction relates directly to the practice of social work. 

7 2. Is guilty of fraud or deceit in connection with ser-

8 vices rendered as a social worker or in establishing qualifi-

9 cations required under this Act. 

1 o 3. Ha.s knowingly aided or abetted a person, not a licensed 

10. socie.J ~orker, m~ster social worker, or certified social 

i.2 wor!<er in rep~esenting himself as licensed in this state. 

' " .4..:.: 4. Is guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined by 

14 rules established by the board, 

Is guilty of negligence or wrongful actions in the 

16 performance of duties. 

15 5. 

17 6. Is guilty of giving false information to the board. 

18 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. HEARINGS. Hearings to consider 

19 the suspension, revocation or refusal to renew a license sh~ll 

20 be conducted by the board. 

21 vote of the board. 

Decisions shall be by majority 

~2 Reasonable notice of charges shall be served by registered 

23 mail at least thirty days prior to the date set for the hear-

24 ing. 

25 The licensee shall be granted the: 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

1. Right to counsel. 

2. Right to cross-examination of witnesses. 

3. Stenographic record of proceedings. 

4. Right to call witnesses. 

5. Right to subpoena witnesses and documents. 

Any person aggrieved by an order of the board may apply 

within thirty days after the rendition of the order, to the 

district court of the county in which the order of the board 

is to become effective for a review of such order or decision. 

If the order of the board is to become effective in more th~n 
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1 one county, the application may be to the district court of 

2 one of such counties. 

3 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION, CONFIDENTIALITY OF INF0Rr·1ATION. 

4 A licensed social worker, licensed master social ~mrker, 

5 licensed certified social worker, secretary, stenographer 

6 or clerk of a licensee under this Act or any person who par-

7 ticipates in delivery of social work services or any person 

8 working under supervision of a licensee under this Act shall 

9 not disclose any information he may acquire from persons 

10 consulting him in his professional capacity or be compelled 

11 to disclose such information except: 

12 1. With the written consent of the client, or in the case 

13 of death or disability, with consent of his personal repre-

14 sentative, other person authorized to sue, or the beneficiary 

15 of an insurance policy on his life, health or physical condi-

16 tion. 

17 2. A licensee under this Act shall not be required to 

18 treat as privileged, a communication that reveals the cor.tcm-

19 plation of a crime or harmful act. 

20 3. Hhen the person is a child under the age of eighteen 

21 years and the information acquired by the licensee under 

22 this Act indicates that the child was the victim or subject 

23 of a crime, the licensee may be required to testify fully 

24 in relation thereto upon any examination, trial or other 

25 proceeding in which the commission of such a crime is a subject 

26 of inquiry. 

27 4. When the person waives the privilege by bringing charges 

28 against the licensee. 

2 9 Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prohibit any lice:1-

30 see under this Act from testifying in court hearings concern-

31 ing matters of adoption, child abuse, child neglect, or othBr 

32 matters pertaining to the welfare of children, or from seek-

33 ing collaboration or consultation with professional colleagues 

34 or administrative superiors on behalf of the client. 

35 Sec. 23. The provisions of this Act shall become effective 
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1 January 1, 1975 except that the members of the board shall 

2 be appointed for terms of office commencing July 1, 1974 and 

3 the board may receive compensation and expenses for offi-

4 cial meetings held prior to January 1, 1975 for implementation 

5 of the provisions of the Act. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill provides for the establishment of a board of 

8 social work examiners who are responsible for administering 

9 examinations and licensing social workers, master social 

10 workers, and certified social workers. It enacts the recom-

11 mendations of the Professional and Occupational Licensing 

12 Study Committee as they relate to licensing boards and are 

13 contained in Senate File 277. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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