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A BII.L FOR 
An Act relating to migratory labor camps and providing 

penalties. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-2481 
.i. 
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Amend Senate File 1174 as follows: 
l. Page 2, by stri%i~g lines 2 and 3 and in

serting in lieu thereof the following: "(138.1), 
subsections one (l) and sixteen (16), Code 1973, 
are amended to read as follows:" 

2. Pc.ge 2, line 13, insert the following: 
"l6. ':1igrant' ~'leans any individual who customarily 
and repeatedly travels from state to state for the 
purpose of obtaining seasonal employment in agricul
ture, greenhouse or nursery, or processinq of farm 
products, including but not limited, to poultry, 
dair , livestock, fruit, ve etab:e, and qrain ro-
ucts, an 1nc u .:.ng t e spouse an c. 1 ren o such 

.:.nd.:.v1cuals, tvhether or not authorized by lav/ to 
engage in such employment." 

3. Page 1, line 1, by inserting after the word 
"to" the words "migrant workers,". 

S-2481 Filed 
March 14, 1974 

By COMMITTEE ON HU1-1AN RESOURCES 
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1 Section 1. Section one hundred thirty-eight point one 

2 (138.1), subsection one (1), Code 1973, is amended to read 

3 as follows: 

4 1 • "Migrant labor camp" means one or more builc1lngs, 

5 structures, shelters, tents, trailers, or vehicles or any 

6 other structure or a combination thereof together with the 

7 land appertaining thereto, established, operated, or maintained 

8 as living quarters for se¥eH-e~-~e~e migrants e~-~we-e~-me~e 

9 s~e~~e~s. A-eaffi~-efia~~-±Re~~ae-s~efi-iaRa-e~-~~a~~e~s-seraPa~e 

10 £~em-eHe-eHe~fie~-±~-~fie-~±9~aRts-fie~sed-tfie~e~R-wef~-at-aRy 

11 ~±~e-£ef-~fie-same-~e~seR-efte-~fie-ee~ai-R~ffiBep-e~-m±9f6H~s 

12 ~R-aii-Stleft-eam~e-±s-se¥eR-e~-fflefe~--SHefi-sepaPa~e-e~~s-sha~i 

13 eefts~~~tlte-e-~eftieH-ef-a-m±9~eRt-iaee~-eam~ 

14 Sec. 2. Section one hundred thirty-eight point three 

15 (138.3), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

16 138.3 WRITTEN APPLICATION. \•lritten application to operate 

17 a migrant labor camp, or portion thereof, shall be made to 

18 the department upon forms approved by the department at least 

19 S~*~Y one hundred twenty days prior to the first day of the 

20 intended operation of such camp. The application shall state 

21 the name and address of the person requesting a permit; and 

22 name and address· of the owner of the camp, or portion thereof; 

23 approximate nur.ilier of persons to be lodged in such camp; 

24 approximate period during \~hich the migrant labor camp, or 

25 portion thereof, is to be operated; the location of such camp, 

26 or portion thereof; and any other information required by 

27 the department. A separate application shall be submitted 

2 8 for each camp, or portion thereof, and a separate penni t shall 

29 be issued annually for each such camp, or portion thereof. 

30 Sec. 3. Section one hundred thirty-eight point seven 

31 ( 138. 7), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

32 138.7 APPEAL TO COMMISSIONER. When any person applying 

33 for a permit to operate a migrant labor camp is denied a 

34 permit, or when a permit is suspended or revoked, Stlek the 

35 person may appeal such denial, suspension, or revocation to 
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1 the commissioner, and any interested or aggrieved person ma~ 

2 appeal the issuance of a permit to operate a migratory labor 

3 camp or the failure to suspend or revoke a permit to the 

4 co~missioner. The commissioner, after reasonable notice to 

5 all interested parties, shall hold a hearing upon such denial, 

6 suspension, er revocation, issuance, failure to suspend, or 

7 fa.ilure to revoke. At the hearing all parties involved shall 

8 0e entitled to be present and represented by counsel and to 

9 present such evidence as they desire as to why a permit should, 

10 or should not, be issued, suspended, or revoked. The 

11 commissioner shall render a decision vlithin thirty days after 

12 the termination of the hearing, and a copy of the decision 

13 shall be sent by restric·ted certified mail, return receipt 

14 requested, to all parties given notice of the appeal and 

15 hearing. Notice of appeal shall be sent in writing to the 

16 department by restricted certified mail, return receipt 

17 requested, by the aggrieved party. In tne event attek the 

18 appeal is taken from a notice of suspension or revocation, 

19 Sl!e<i'l ·the appeal shall be made prior to the da·te set for S'defl 

20 the suspension or revocation, unless the suspension or 

21 revocation is effecti.ve inmtRdiate 1 y as provided in section 

22 £!le hundred thirty-eight point six (138.6) of the Code, in 

23 which case the appeal shall be made within fifteen days of 

24 the suspension or revocation. 

25 Sec. 4. Section one hundred thirty-eight point twelve 

26 (138.12), Code 1973, is amended by adding the following nev; 

27 paragraph: 

28 NEW PARAGRAPH. Any person aggrieved by the granting or 

29 failure to grant permission to vary from the provisions of 

30 this chapter may appeal the decision of the commissioner as 

31 provided in sections one hundred thirty-eight point seven 

32 (138.7) through one hundred thirty-eight point eleven (138.11) 

33 of the Code. 

34 Sec. 5. Section one hundred thirty-eight point thirteen 

~ 35 (138.13), subsection two (2), paragraphs a, j, and 1, Code 
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1 1973, are amended to read as follows: 

2 a. Shelters shall be structurally sound, sanitary, and 

3 in good repair, and shall provide }.3reeeeJ.!4en--ee the occu-

4 pants with protection against the elements. 

5 j. Living quarters of shelters shall be provided with 

6 windows and doors which shall be in total area nut less tl1an 

7 one-·tenth of the floor area. At least one-!1alf of each wi:~dow 

8 shall be constructed so that it can be opened for purposes 

9 of ventilation~ No shelter shall have loss than two ~;indows 

10 with an openable area of not less than four hundred thirty-

11 two square inc~ each< 

12 lo In a room where people cook~ liver and sJ.ee~, u minir:1um 

1 3 of sixty squa~e feet per occupant shall be provj.ded. Sanitary 

14 facilities shall bs provided for storing and preparing food. 

lS In 2. r.-oom used for sleeping purposes only, a mininur:: of fifty 

16 squure feet per occupant shall be provided excc;)t in a 

ll dormi. tory using double dec)< beds only, in which case a minimum 

18 of forty square :!'eet per occupant shall be provided. 

19 Sec. 6. Section one hundred thirty-eight poirt fifteen 

20 ( 138.15), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

21 138.15 ::'-lOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT OR ALTBR 1\ CAMP. 

22 Any person who is planning i:o construct, reconstruct, or 

23 enlarge a camp o;o;- any portion thereof .. or facility of a camp, 

24 or to convert a property for use or occupancy as a ca~p, shall 

25 give notice in writing of his intent to do so to the 

26 commissioner at least ~~feeef\ forty-five days prior to the 

27 date of the commencement of any major construction, 

28 reconstruction, enlargement, or conversion, T~e notice shall 

29 give the name of the city, village, tmm, and county in •.vhich 

30 tMe property is located; the location of the property within 

31 that area; a-br~e~-~ese~i~~ieH a set of plans and 

32 specifications of the p~oposed major construction; 

33 reconstruction, enlargement, or conversion ~ufficicntly 

34 det~.i I Ed to allo;,v the co:r . ..rniss ic:-:cl:' to deterrn5_!•c whet: he:- t~·1<:: 

the name 
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1 and mailing address of the person giving such notice; and 

2 his telephone number, The commissioner, upon receipt of such 

3 notice, shall promptly send to such person by ordinary mail 

4 a copy of this chapter and all rules and regulations of the 

5 department applicable to migrant labor camps. 

6 The commissioner shall inspect the plans and specifications, 

7 and if necessary, the camp site, and determine within thirty 

8 days after receipt of the notice, whether the plans and 

9 specifications of the proposed construction, reconstruction, 

10 enlargement, or conversion will meet the minimum standards 

11 of this chapter. He shall then notify the person of his 

12 decision and, if the plans and specifications are approved, 

13 he shall authorize the person to proceed, If the )2lans and 

14 specifications are not approved, he shall notify the person 

15 by restricted certified mail, specifying the manner in which 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the plans and specifications have failed to comply \~ith the 

provisions of this chapter or any rules and regulations of 

the department. Any person aggrieved by the approval or 

disapproval of the plans and specifications may appeal the 

decision of the commissioner as provided in sections one hundred 

thirty-eight point seven (138.7) through one hundred thirty

eight point eleven (138.11) of the Code. 

Sec. 7. 

(138.17), 

138.17 

Section one hundred thirty-eight point seventeen 

Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

RENTAL CHARGES OR WAGE DEDUCTIONS. A rental charge 

26 or deduction from any wages due a migrant shall not be made 

2 7 by any ca.rnp operator or person for providing any of the 

28 facilities required by this chapter unless ~~efi the migrant 

29 is fully informed of all s~efi rental charges or deductions 

30 to be made prior to the time he contracts for employment as 

31 an agricultural or migrant worker, or nrior to the time that 

32 the migrant becomes a resident in the camp, whichever event 

33 occurs first. 

34 Sec. 8. Section one hundred thirty-eight point nineteen 

35 (138,19), Code 1973, is amended by adding the following nevr 
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1 paragraph: 

2 NEW PARAGRAPH. The commissioner shall immediately revoke 

3 the permit of any camp operator who has been convicted of 

4 two or more violations of this chapter. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill amends several sections of Chapter 138 relating 

7 to minimum standards for migratory labor camps. The bill 

8 broadens the definition of migratory labor camp to include 

9 all living quarters for migrants, not just living facilities 

10 for seven or more workers. 

11 The bill also authorizes any aggrieved or interested person 

12. to appeal a decision of the Commissioner of Public Health 

13 concerning the issuance of a permit or the failure to revoke 

14 or suspend a permit due to violations. 

15 The bill specifies the minimum number of windows for each 

16 shelter and the minimum size of the windows usable for venti-

17 lation purposes. The minimum size of sleeping quarters is 

18 also specified. 

19 The bill also authorizes the Commissioner to approve of 

20 all plans and specifications for the construction, 

21 reconstruction, enlargement, or conversion of labor camp 

22 facilities. 

2 3 The Commissioner is also required to revoke the permit 

24 of any camp ope.rator who is convicted of two or more violations 

2 5 of this chapter. 
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