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r1-o A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the construction of private and public 

2 buildings and facilities which are intended for use by 

3 the general public. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. IJ:J.C 

1 Section 1. Section one hundred four A point one (104A.1), 

2 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 104A.1 INTENT OF CHAPTER. It is the intent of this chapter 

4 that s;:,a~e-<u'itl.-!!'aii:~~.O,ee.±-e~:~5ehi:¥±B..,afts-;Ee:l:"':aw standards and 

5 specifications are followed in the construction of public 

6 and private buildings and facilities which are intended for 

7 use by the general public to ensure that s~:~ek these buildings 

8 and facilities are accessible to and functional for the 

9 physically handicapped. 

10 Sec. 2, Section one hundred four A point two (104A.2), 

11 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

12 104A.2 APPLICABILITY. The standards and specifications 

13 set forth in this chapter shall apply to all public and private 

14 buildings and facilities, temporary and permanent, used by 

15 the general public ~h..,ek-afe-eefta~~~:~e~ea-~~-wkex~-ef-i~-~a?~ 

16 ~y-'eille-tl·3e-ef-s~e.'ee-f'>lfttl.S-&l!'-~?.e--ii~:~fles-e£-s.l'\y-~;,±1:-i:ee.'l: 

17 s~5ai¥is±e~-ef-~ke-e~a~e-ffeffi-e.fl8-e.£'eef-Jt~"':y-~7-+9S5 including 

18 apartment buildings consisting of four or more units. 

19 Sec. 3. Section one hundred four A point three (104A.3), 

20 Code 1973, is amended by adding the following ne\• subsections: 

21 NEW SUBSECTION. In each rest room, at least one toilet 

22 stall which has a width of no less than thirty-two inches 

23 and a grab bar over the toilet for employment by wheelchair 

24 users. 

25 NEvi SUBSECTION. In each place in the building where there 

26 are drinking fountains and public telephones, at least one 

27 drinking fountain and one public telephone at a height not 

28 to exceed forty inches. 

29 Sec. 4. Section one hundred four A point six (104A.6), 

30 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

31 104A.6 CONFORMING STANDARDS. In addition to complying 

32 with the standards and specifications set forth in sections 

33 104A.3 and 104A.4, the authority responsible for the construc-

34 ti.on of any building or facility covered by section 104A.2 

3 5 shall ~l'lse-2a~-es-~e-as<ds-±e-±n-~~,e-ep:i:,..;ian-04!-'t!ke--ea;;·e:l!ae'\!:i:fh!J 
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• ! ~-~-ehe-5-:~~t.y con form with ~h0-e~ancle~ds-e.tt6-·Et~€e*f~ef.i'e~efis 
2 tl~Fl:.:e-veel-~:r-·A.rrte~-i:uail-S'\!tt%'l~e·z$.e-1\sevc-iil~-i:&nr-ii<'!<!-;;-0:i"l.-9-e~0~e~ 

3 ~ w'}-;- ~9.¢ ~7 -hrteWR·- rlD -.!!.:A~e:r:*~il.i-1•·61!o.fida rd ~ .. S pee~ .fiee.~ieF£ ~:- .fo::: 

4 2-IM±rt~-B~~Ja:ti~n~£~--a.~d-P'5.e·i~-:i~~~fl-·?te:e-cse~~~e-·tv--a~.a-H$a~~e-~y 

5 i!l=:.e--P~~i95:eu±±y-Hari.t:l-i:ea13>~)e.S7 ~A-·4~.:fv.;;·--·-1-~6-~.i'- ru.les and _,. -
6 ~gulations promulqai:ed l::.y the state buildincs code commissio.:1.er. 

7 as provided i~~ction one hundred three A point seven (101A.7) 

8 of the Code. 

9 Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A 

10 ;.mnumbered paragraph two (2), paragraph 

11 is amended to read as follows: 

point seven ( 103A. 7), 

five ( 5) , Code 19 7 3, 

12 5. l'he accessibility and use by physically handicapp2d 

13 i'l.nd elderly persons, of buildings, st~uctures, and facilities 

14 which z: :ce cons true ted iP.-w!ow:!:e-e..--l""'-'~'~-w4'i!l:l-~:!:ie-.£·<>flei9 and 

15 are in tended for use by thB general pubU:.£. 

16 Sec. 6. 

17 provisions 

The standards and specifications extending the 

of chapter one hundred four A (104A) of the Code 

4lf 18 to private buildings and facilities which are intended for 

19 use by the general public and the additional standards to 

20 chapter one hundred four A (104A) of the Code provided by 

21 this Act, shall apply to all public and private buildings 

22 intended for use by the general public, the construction of 

' 

1-

23 which co~~ences on or after January 1, 1975 or the construction 

24 of which is continuing on January 1, 1975, unless the state 

2 5 building code conunissioner shall determine that the 

26 construction has reached a state in which compliance will 

27 result in a substantial increase Ln cost or delay in 

28 construction. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 The bill expands chapter 104A by providing that all build-

31 ings, both public and private, intended for use by the general 

32 public which are constructed after January 1, 1975, or which 

33 may on that date be in a state of construction such that 

34 compliance with this Act is feasible, shall provide facilities 

• 35 for the handicapped in order that they may have convenient 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 1125 

.~end Senate File 1125 as amended, passed and reprinted 
by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 2A, by striking line 15 and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

"the general public wi'lie~-are-eonl!t't't>etee-~f'l-wno~e-ol:'-'i:,., 
~ar~-~y-~he-t>se-of-stDte-~~nos-or-tfie-~~nds-of-cny-~o±'i:tiea~ 
s~eivis'i:on-o~-tne-sta~e-from-ane-after-J"±y-~,-±965. The 
specific occu~ancies and extent". --

2. PageA, by str~kinq lines 20 through 24, i~clusive, 
and inserting in lie;.~ thereof the follmving: 

"the Code, in every mu1ti?le-cwellinq-unit buildi~ con
taining five or rnore ir,divicbal dwzl1inq units the reau\ r~men ts 
of this chapter ~1hich apply to apartrnl?n .. cz sh~~ll be r;1et bv at 
least o~e dwellina t:lii."'rt c:.:- by a.t least ten nercent or: the 
~h-le1ll.i:q un1. ts, w~iche:ver is the greater r1urnb2r, or:t the qroand 
floor level and on each of the other ~loor levels 1n the build
ing which are accessible to the phy_s{c1ally handicapped.' 

3. Page 2A, by striking l~nes 27 through 32, inclusive, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

"NEI'i SUBSEC'I'!ON. At each floor level ;1hich is accessible 
to ~~e phys~cally handicapped there shall be ~vailable to per
sons of each sex at least one public toilet or bathrooJ;~ ~~hich 
is equipped 1-i'ith a door at l0ast thirty-two inches 'dide 
that swings outward. There shall be within each such public 
toilet or bathroom at least one water closet in front 

Page 2 

1 of which there is a clear space not less than". 

Received from the House 
May 2, 1974 
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H-2967 

By COMMITTEE ON Htl'MAN RESOURCES 
SENATE A:\lENDlfENTS 
SHOWN IN BOLD FACE (AS PASSED BY THE SENATE) 

f'{;'.._.~ I 
Passed Senate,< Date ... S., . .J . .. 1.'1(.!~'!~) Pa.sed House, Date .. :l..c.-"..0 .. -.?.1./-? . .;:~t) 

Vote: Ayes ... . '1.-:f. .... Nays .... 9..... Vote: Ayes ....... 'il. ... Nays ..... a ....... 
s- ., q .7 ../ 

Approved ................. ~ ........... .' .. .< ...... .. 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the construction of private and public 

2 buildings and facilities which are intended for use by 

3 the general public. 

4 Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Amend Senate File 1125, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the Senate, as follo1vs: 
3 l. Page 2A, lines 21 and 22, by striking the words 
4 "closest to grade level" and inserting in lieu thereof 
5 the ,.,o:rds "on the ground floor level only". 
6 2. Page 2A, lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
7 ",at levels which are accessible to the physically 
8 handicapped" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
9 "on the ground floor level there". 

10 3. Page 2A, line 29, by striking the word "to". 
11 4. Page 2A, line 30, by striking the word "by". 
12 5. Page 2B, lines 38 and 39, by striking the words 
l3 "At levels ~rhich are accessible to the physically 
14 handicapped" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
15 "On the ground floor level". 

H-2967 Filed· ,;,_.P.d>~'i/-·, By 
April 23, 1974 

SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 
HOLDEN of Scott 



S. F. 1125 -2A-

1 Section 1. Section one hundred four A point one ( 104A.1), 

2 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 104A.1 INTENT OF CHAPTER. It is the intent of this chapter 

4 that [state and political aubdivisions follow] standards and 

5 specifications are foUowed in the construction of public 

6 and private buildings and facilities which are intended for 

7 use by the general public to ensure that [such] these buildings 

8 and facilities are accessible to and functional for the 

9 physically handicapped. 

10 Sec. 2. Section one hundred four A point two ( 104A.2), 

11 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

12 104A.2 APPLICABILITY. The standards and specification.s 

13 set forth in this chapter shall apply to all p!Wlic and private 

14 buildings and facilities, temporary and permanent, used by 

15 the general public. The specific occupancies and extenl 

16 oj acceuibiliry •lwll be in accordance with the conforming 

17 standard& aet forth in section one hundred four A. point six 

18 (104.4..6) of the Code. Notwithstanding the standtudt. •et 

19 forth in section one hundred four A. point six (104.4..6) of 

20 the Code oil apartment buildings of four or more uniu •holl 

21 meet the requirements of this chapter for the apartments clo,.,.t 

22 to grade levf'l. [which are constructed in whole or in part 

23 by the use of state funds or the funds of any political 

24 subdivision of the state from and after July 4, 1965] 

25 Sec. 3. Section one hundred four A point three (104A.8), 

2~ Code 1973, is amended by adding the following new subsections: 

27 NEW SUBSECTJO,v. In each public rest room, at levels which 

28 are accessible to the physically handicapped shall be provided 

29 to at least one water closet in each public toilet or bathroom 

30 by providing doors, openings and passageways at least thirty-two 

31 inches wide leading to such water closet, and by providing a 

32 clear space in front of such water closet of not less than 

33 thirty-two inches wide by thirty-two inches deep, and unobstructed 

34 by door swing, grab bars or other projections. Grab bars shall 

35 be provided within easy reach (within approximately eighteen 
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-2B- S. F. 1125 

inches) of such water closet at the side and back, or on each 

side of the compartment. 

!'iEF SUBSECTIOlV. At levels which are accessible to the 

physically handicapped where there are drinking fountaiDB and 

public telephones, at least one drinking fountain and one public 

telephone shaD be supplied at such hel11:h t to be accessible to 

the handicapped. 

Sec. 4. Section one hundred four A point six (104A.6), 

Code 1973, is amended to read as follow•: 

104A.6 CONFORMING STANDARDS. In addition to complying 

"ll.ith the standards and specifications set forth in sections 

104A.3 and 104A.4, the authority responsible for the construc-

tion of any building or facility covered by section 104A.2 

shall [insofar as feasible in the opinion of the contracting 



S. F. 1126 -3-

1 authority] conform with [the standards and specifications 

2 approved by American Standards Association, Inc. on October 

3 31, 1961, lmown as "American Standard Specifications for 

4 Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible to and Usable by 

5 the Physically Handicapped, A 117.1 1961"] rules and 

6 Tegulatiorw promulgated by the state building code commi.!sione1· 

7 as provided in section one hundred three A point seven (10SA.7) 

8 of the Code. 

9 Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A point seven (103A.7), 

10 unnumbered paragraph two (2), paragraph five (5), Code 1973, 

11 is amended to read as follows: 

12 5. The accessibility and use by physically handicapped 

13 and elderly persons, of buildings, structures, and facilities 

14 which are constructed [in whole or part with public funds] and 

15 are intended for use by the general public. 

16 Sec. 6. The standards and specifications extending the 

17 provisions of chapter one hundred four A ( 1 04A) of the Code 

18 to private buildings and facilities which are intended for 

19 use by the general public and the additional standards to 

20 chapter one hundred four A (104A) of the Code provided by 

21 this Act, shall apply to all public and private buildings 

22 intended for use by the general public, the construction of 

23 which commences on or after January 1, 1975 or the construction 

24 of which is continuing on January 1, 1976, unless the state 

25 building code commissioner shall determine that the 

26 construction has reached a state in which compliance will 

27 result in a substantial increase in cost or delay in 

28 construction. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 The bill expands chapter 104A by providing that all build-

31 ings, both public and private, intended for use by the general 

32 public which are constructed afte1· January 1, 1975, or which 

33 may on that date be in a state of construction such that 

34 compliance with this Act is feasible, shall provide facilities 

35 for the handicapped in order that they may have convenient 
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-4- S. F. 1125 

1 aceess to such buildings. Chapter 104A presently requires 

2 only that public buildings and buildings constructed through 

3 the use of public funds meet the standards of chapter 104A. 

4 The bill does prov;de additional standards which must be 

5 met in sections 8 and 5 of the bill . 



s-2338 
1 Amend Senate File 1125 a~ fo11~ws: 

2 )...· Page 2, line 15, by ~nsert1.ng after the word 
~~'" · " t' f ·1 '! .;ng· tt ,...,)la spec;-'"-ic ,.,.- "publlC ·ne o~ ... ow. . . • - . *·'-~ 

"t ·t" ''"'t h.'lb 4 occupa~cies a no, ex en _ .ok accessJ Dl!:.::-. .::t.~--'--~ 
5 -:Ln a ---· ce:~~ th _ _!~ conf_9~J.i1"l_~_!;and~rds set 
, . 1.n ~chon one h•mdreo fc;:>Ur A, point six 

(l04tl. 6) of .the Code. Notvnthstand1.ng the stan-· 
crardS-s·et forth ir-, section one hUil~dt-e'd four ;.. 
point six -(11Y4A.-6)'-of th.§!_¢ooe all apartment 
buildings of four or mor~ units shall meet the 
requirements otlthrs-chapter for the apartments 
closest to grade level." --

8 
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2. Page 2, line l7, by striking the word 
"includin~" and by striking all of line 18. 
3. Page , by striking lines 21 through 28, 
inclusive and inserting in lieu thereof the follow
ing; 

"NE\v SUBSECTION. In each public rest room, at 
levels which are accessible to the physically 
handicapped shall be provided to at least one 
water closet in each public toilet or bathroom 
by providing doors, openings and passageway at 
least thirty-two inches wide leading to such 
water closet, and by providing a clear space in 
front of such tvater closet of not less than thirty-

Page 2 

1 t\-lo inches \1ide by thirty-two inches deep, and 
2 unobstructed by door swing, g~ab bars or other pro-
3 jections. Grab bctr:s shall be provided t·lithin easy 
4 reach (within approximately eighteen inches) of 
5 such 1.;acer closet a.t the side and back, or on 
6 each side of the compartment. 
7 l'iEW SUBSECTION< At levels which are accessible 
8 to the physically handicapped where there are 
9 dzinking fountains and publ.ic telephones, at 

10 least one drinking fountain and one public telephone 
11 shall be supplied at such he:i.ght to be accessible 
12 to the he>.ndicapped." 

S-2338 Filed-::..j~t:ZJ-;--~ . By COLEr~N. ,._A~J.i/,,_~-
'1arch 6 1974 :4-t. .!!-.. 7? 1 • · 77'~~ A Au '1... ....;;.(T_ ~ "_ 7 -, cu /. 
' ' /; ~~ '"'~''( 1o'1) 

S-2378 
l Amend the Coleman amendment S-2338 to Senate File 
2 1125 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 15, by striking the numeral "21" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof "20". 
5 ~. Page 1, by striking lines 18 through 25 and 
6 page 2 by striking lines 1 through 12 and inserting 
7 in lieu thereof the following: 
8 "Code 1973, is amended by adding the following new 
9 subsection: 

10 NEl-l SUBSECTION. At all levels of the building 
11 or facility wh1.ch are accessible to individuals 
12 with physical handicaps, facilities shall be 
13 accessible to and functional for such individuals 
14 in at least one public restroom for each sex." 

S-2378 Filed -4~ -9{ / 7
• 

7
) 1 J3Y r COLE!'~ and ~LU13/\ ~' '· _ ,.._,; ~~~ (7c?.' 

I-1arch 8, 1974 '71'~~~~~.~-~~"------~~ 
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l\Jnend Sena.te File 1125 as amended, passed and re
printed by the Senate as follov;s: 

1. Page 2A, by striklng line 15 and inserting in 
lieu ·thereof the following' 

nthe £enaral pu.tlic :w!l~e?!-are-e~~s~~~ee(!'el-+!')-~.he}s 
or-~rl-b~?~-bv--~he-~se-·ef-s~a~e-f~ncls-&~-the-fu~~$-c£ 
a?ty-l$o~S:~i:eal-~-,;;t2bcl5:"t'isi-e~~~ ~~-~e-.~~a~~·-£~err.-~nc1--3.f--te:<..~ 
"' 0 ' '"'"~ T1 . _. 0 Cl.·e a ' e to~t" cr<azy-~ 7 -r7"<~::;, !1e specl.r.~c ccuoan. . s r:.o. :x '.;..~· .. 

- "\·-~· ~ E ,....,.-•. ' 2. Page 21\, by st;,L~.lng .U.nes 20 througn. .:4, 1.nc-~. u-
sive .. and in-::.srting in lie;} thereof the following: 

;, t.he Code;' in everv mul t.). ole-Gwelling-uni t building 
containTria-five or more individual d'Jellf;~g units the 
recu•.rer,,ents- of this chanter t~hich ani2l).' t-o·aJ?_§l:C..,.cme,-,t.s 
sh«ll be met by at least Oi>e dwelHng_ .. <:!'it CL 0'_at 
least ten oercent of the dwellirg un:i.';:s, '"hir.:heve't' is 
.the ex-eater number, on th~ ground f1cor lev_el a_!!O on 
2aci1 of the other floor levels in the bui.ld.:i.ng wl:ich 
are accessible to the pl1ysicially handicapped~·--

3. Page 2A, by striking lines 27 through 32, 
inclusive, and inserting in liet~ therzof the following~ 

"NE~<! SUBSECTION. At each floor level which is 
accessible to the physically handicapped there shall 
be available to persons of each sex at least one pub
lic tollet or bathroom which is equipped with a door 
at least thirty-two inches wide that swings outward. 
There shall be wi'chin each such public toilet or bath
room at least one water closet in front of which there 
is a clear space not less than". 

H-3028 Filed--"~; "'kc 
April 26, 1974 

By SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 
HOLDEN of Scott 
STROMER of Hancock 
READINGER of Polk 

EXPLA.'lATION OJ? A.lli!ENDMENT 

Sections l and 3 of the amendment are corrective. 
Section 2 requires that standards for accessibility to 
the physically handicapped be met in all multi.-uni.t 
~~ellings of five units or more by at least one apart
ment or o.t least. ten percent of .::=:.J.l apartments, which
ever is more .. on the ground floor and by the same 
nu:-nber. of apartments on each of ·the othe-r· fleers t,Jhich 
is accessible to physically handicapped persons. In 
many cases, such accessibility i5 provided by elevators. 


