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Approved 

A BILL FOR 
An Act making an appropriation from the general fund of the 

state to finance an experimental project in the production 

of methane gas. 

BE IT ENACTED B¥ THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-2323 
1 Amend Senate File 1114, page 2, by striking lines 8 
2 through 10 and inserting in lieu thereof the 
3 following: 
4 "by this Act shall be allocated to pay the salaries 
5 and expenses of one person experienced in the field 
6 of methane gas research, one engineer or draftsman, 
7 and two persons experienced in chemistry and related 
8 fields. It shall be the duty of the persons described 
9 in this section to assemble all da·ta on projects 

10 relating to the production of methane qas from solid 
ll waste and sewage; the data gathered and research 
12 developed shall be used for the purpose of building 
13 a model in a small or average-sized community. Before 
14 construction of a model is begun, approval of the 
15 legislative fiscal committee must first be obtained." 

S--2323 Filed 
March 5, 1974 
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S.F.Iil!j. 

1 Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund 

2 of the state to the legislative fiscal committee for the 

3 fiscal year beginning July 1, 1974 and ending June 30, 1975 

4 the sum of one million (1,000,000) dollars, or so much 

5 thereof as may be necessary, to fund the development of 

6 an experimental project to maximize the production of 

7 methane gas from solid waste and sewage. Funds appropriated 

8 by this Act shall be allocated to educational and research 

9 institutions in this state having the technological resources 

10 to develop the project. 

11 Sec. 2. Any unencumbered balance of the funds appro-

12 priated by this Act remaining as of June 30, 1976, shall 

13 revert to the general fund of the state. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 Urban and agricultural wastes commonly considered pollu-

16 tion and health hazards could be converted to methane, a 

17 relatively pollution-free and convenient fuel. Present 

18 treatment of solid waste, including burial in land fills, 

19 ignores the possibility of supplementing gas production 

20 by adding solid waste to sewage and utilizing the gas as 

21 an additional energy source. 
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