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A BILL FOR 
l An Act relating to motor vehicle inspection and safety. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSErmLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F . .3.11 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point two 

2 hundred thirty-eight (321.238), subsection four (4), paragraph 

3 a, Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

4 a. Supervise and cause inspections to be made of each 

s vehicle inspection station issued a permit afte-i£-he-£±ftas-~ha~ 

6 aay-s~a~~eH-~s-He~-~~e~e~iy-e~ui~~ea-e~-~he~-~fls~ee~ieHs-ere 

7 He~-~e~H~-~re~eriy-eeHaue~ea-sheii-re~eke-eHe-re~~~re-~he-sHr-

8 reHeer-e£-~he-~er~~-~ssuee-~e-~he-s~et~oH~--Netiee-e£-reveee-

9 ~ieH-sheii-~e-~y-eer~±£±ea-me±i,-reeurH-reee±~t-req~es~ea7 
10 aeeressea-~e-the-eddrese-£er-wh±eh-the-perm±t-wes-9reH~ee7 

11 Reveee~±eH-shei%-~e-e££eet±ve-tefl-deys-e£ter-~he-de~e-e£ 

12 ma±i±H9-e£-s~eh-He~±ee-uHiess-~e-perm±t-heieer-sheii-~e~Hes~ 

13 e-heer±H9-be£ere-~he-eemm±ss±eHer-eH-the-e~der-revek±H9-the 

14 ~erm±~~--%£-~~eH-heeriH9-~he-eemmiesieHer-dees-He~-reveree 

15 the-erder-e£-re~eee~±eH-~e-reveee~±eH-sheii-be-±mmed±e~eiy 

16 e££ee~±ve-uH%ees-reveee~ieH-±e-eHjeiHed-by-eeur~-eet±eH. 

17 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

18 thirty-eight (321.238), subsection twelve (12), Code 1973, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 12. Every motor vehicle subject to registration under the 

21 laws of this state, except motor .. vehj,cles registered under 

22 section 321.115, when first registered in this state or when 

23 sold at retail or otherwise transferred for use within er 

24 w±~heut this state, er-e~herw±se-~reHs£erred7 except transfers 

25 by operation of law as set out in section 321.47, shall be 

26 inspected at an authorized inspection station unless there is 

27 affixed to the motor vehicle a valid certificate of inspection 

2 8 which was issued for such motor· vehicle not more than sixty 

29 days prior to the date on whicfr such vehicle was so!d. However, 

30 the certificate of inspection for a new motor vehicle which 

31 has not previously been sold at retail and which is not sold 

32 within sixty days after the date the inspection was performed 

33 may be revalidated by the inspection station without another 

34 inspection provided the motor vehicle has not been driven more 

35 than one hundred miles since the inspection was performed, If 
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s.F. aaz 
l the motor vehicle is subject to inspection, the authorized 

2 inspection station shall issue and affix a valid certificate 

3 of inspection or certificate of rejection, as the case may 

4 be, in accordance with the results of the inspection. The 

5 applicant shall file with an application for title to the 

6 vehicle or for registration thereof under the provisions of 

7 section 321.23, subsection~ or 3, with the county treasurer 

8 of the county of his residence, a statement on a form provided 

9 by the commissioner, signed by an authorized inspection 

10 station certifying the date that a certificate of inspection 

11 was issued for and affixed to the vehicle. The county 

12 treasurer shall not issue a title to the vehicle to the 

13 applicant or register the vehicle unless such statement is 

14 filed with the application showing that the inspection of 

15 the vehicle was made not more than sixty days prior to the 

16 date of sale or transfer. The county treasurer shall mail 

17 the statement of inspection to the department at the time 

18 of mailing copies of the registration receipt. 

19 Sec. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point t1~0 

20 hundred thirty-eight (321.238), Code 1973, is amended by 

21 adding the following new subsections: 

2 2 NEI'V s UBSECT!ON. As used in this section, "sale" means 

23 the delivery of possession of a vehicle to a person who has 

24 purchased or contracted to purchase the vehicle. 

25 NEI'V SUBSECTION. After an investigation and hearing con-

26 ducted by a hearing officer designated by the commissioner 

27 of public safety in the county in which the inspection 

28 station is located, the commissioner may, if the hearing 

29 officer finds that the inspection station is not properly 

30 equipped or it is not properly conducting inspections, issue 

31 a warning, suspend the vehicle inspection station's permit 

32 for a period not to exceed ninety days, or revoke the vehicle 

33 inspection station's permit and require the operator of the 

34 vehicle inspection station to surrender the permit issued to 

• 35 the operator. 
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S.F. 382 

1 NEW SUBSECTION. Notice of the suspension or revocation 

2 shall be by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed 

3 to the operator of the vehicle inspection station for which the 

4 permit was issued. The suspension or revocation shall become 

5 effective ten days from the date of the mailing of the notice 

6 unless the permit holder files a written request for a review 

7 hearing of the suspension or revocation order. The review 

8 hearing shall be de novo and shall be conducted by a review 

9 board composed of the following persons: 

10 a. An officer of the Iowa highway safety patrol of the 

11 rank of captain or above designated by the commissioner. 

12 b. The state car dispatcher. 

13 c. An employee of the state highway commission experienced 

14 in automotive mechanics designated by the director of highways. 

15 After the hearing, the review board may sustain, modify, 

16 or reverse the commissioner's order of suspension or revoca-

17 tion. A suspension or revocation sustained or modified by 

18 the review board shall take effect ten days from the date of 

19 the decision, unless the permit holder files an appeal in 

20 the district court of the county in which the vehicle inspec-

21 tion station is located within ten days from the date of the 

22 decision of the review board. The order of suspension or 

23 revocation sustained or modified and appealed to the district 

24 court shall become effective ten days from the date the appeal 

25 is filed unless the suspension or revocation is stayed by the 

26 court. 

27 NEW SUBSECTION. Any person who believes that an inspection 

28 was not properly conducted on a motor vehicle owned by him 

29 shall notify the operator of the vehicle inspection station 

30 which inspected the vehicle, in writing, on the date of the 

31 inspection or within three business days from the date he 

32 acquired possession of the vehicle, whichever is later, 

33 specifying the complaint or the complaint shall not be 

34 considered in any proceedings to suspend or revoke the 

35 vehicle inspection station's permit. 
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,. .. n,., ............................................ ._ ____________________________ _ 

s .. F. '317 

1 Sec. 4. Section three hundred twenty-two point twenty-

2 five (322.25), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 322.25 REQUIRED EQUIPMENT. No person i~een~e~-~nae~-~fi~s 

4 elHii;~~e~ shall fiave-.fe~-sa±e,-~e:H: 7-e~-e££er-£e~-sa±e knm~ingly 

5 deliver possession of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer 

6 to a person who has purchased or contracts for purchase at 

7 retail any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer which does 

8 not contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with 

9 such lamps and brakes and other equipment in proper condition 

10 and adjustment as required in chapter 321 or which is equipped 

11 in any manner in violation of such chapter7-~rov%eee,-ftewever7 
12 ~ha~-~he-v%o±a~~on-of-~ft±e-see~±on-she±%-not-eon~t±t~te-a 

13 ~ro~ne-fo~-den%ai,-s~~~en~%on-er-revoeet%en-ef-tfte-±±een~e 

14 ef-s~eft-~ersen, exceot when the sale is made in accordance 

15 with section three hundred twenty-one point fifty-one (321.51) 

16 of the Code. 

17 EXPLANATION 

18 This bill provides for due process hearings procedures to 

19 suspend or revoke a permit held by the operator of a motor 

20 vehi.cle inspection station. The bill also provides that an 

21 inspection must be made before delivery of a vehicle rather 

22 than at the time of transfer of title which is technically 

23 the "sale". The bill also amends section 322.25 which requires 

24 vehicles to be properly equipped to make this section conform 

25 with the inspection law and the "restricted title" law and 

26 applies its provisions to all persons. 
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