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A Bll.I. FOR 
1 An Act relating to replacement of borrow pit soil. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOW~: 
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1 Section 1. Section three hundred fourteen point twelve 

2 (314.12), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

3 314.12 BORROW PITS--TOPSOIL PRESERVED. In the award of 

4 contracts for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, 

5 repair or maintenance of any highway, the board or commission 

6 having charge of awarding such contracts shall require that 

7 when fill dirt, soil or other materials are to be removed 

8 from borrow pits for use in the project, ade~~aee-~rev±s~e" 

9 sna±±-ee-made-ey-a~reeme"e-w~~n-ene-±aRde~er-rer-ehe 

10 resterae~oR-e£-ehe-ee~rew-~ie-area7-eiener-ey-remeva±-aftd 

11 an easement agreement for borrow purposes or a condemnation 

12 proceeding for the obtaining of an easement for borrow 

13 purposes shall provide for the replacement of a minimum of 

14 eight inches of topsoil7-er-ey-fer~±±izi"~7-m~±en~~9 7-reeeed~ft~ 

15 er-eeher-ap~repriaee-meae~ree-ee-prev±de-ve9etaeive-eever-er 

16 ~revefte-e~ee±o". However, if the commission and the landowner 

17 mutually agree that the topsoil is not of significant value fo~ 

• 

18 cultivation purposes, the fertilizing, mulching, reseeding, or ., 

19 other appropriate measures may be taken to provide vegetative 

20 cover and to prevent erosion. 

21 When the board or commission removes borrow material from 

22 land owned by the board or commission, topsoil shall be 

23 replaced as provided in this section. 

24 Sec. 2. The provisions of this Act shall, upon the 

25 effective date of the Act, apply to all condemnation proceed-

26 ings of borrow pits which are in process or have been com-

27 pleted, and which have not been settled by agreement. 
28 

29 

Sec. 3. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

shall take effect and be in force from and after its publica-

30 tion in the Hampton Chronicle, a newspaper published in 

31 Hampton, Iowa, and in The Sheffield Press, a newspaper 

32 published in Sheffield, Iowa. 

33 EXPLANATION 

34 The purpose of this bill is to insure that topsoil is 

35 replaced on borrow pits used for highway construction, unless 
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~ 1 it is mutually agreed that the topsoil is of no significant 

2 value for cultivation purposes. The highway commission has 

3 been acquiring borrows through condemnation without giving 

4 the landowner an opportunity to have the topsoil replaced. 

5 The Act includes a publication clause and provides that 

6 any condemnation proceedings which have not reached agree-

7 ment by the effective date of the Act shall be controlled 

8 by the provisions of the Act. 
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