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A BILt FOR 
1 An Act relating to. the licensing of plumbers, supervision 

2 and inspection of plumbing, adoption and enforcement of 

3 minimum, uniform standards for plumbing and providing 

4 penalties. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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section 1. ~W SECTION. As used in this Act: 

1. "Plumbing" means: 

a. All piping, fixtures, appliances and appurtenances 

~n connection with the water supply and drainage systems 

within a building and to a point five feet outside of the 

building. 

b. The construction and connection of any drain or waste 

pipe carrying domestic sewage from a point within five feet 

outside of the foundation walls of any building with the sewer 

service lateral at the curb or other disposal terminal, 

including private domestic sewage treatment and disposal 

systems and the alteration of any such system, drain or waste 

pipe, except minor repairs to faucets, valves, pipes, 

appliances and removing of stoppages. 

c. The water service piping from a point v:ithin five feet 

outside of the foundation walls of any building to the mains 

in the street, alley or other terminal and the connecting 

of domestic hot water storage tanks, water softeners, and 

water heaters with the water supply system. 

d. The water pressure system other than municipal systems 

as provided under the plumbing code. 

2. "Master plumber" means any person skilled in the 

planning, superintending, and the practical installation of 

plumbing and familiar with the laws, rules and regulations 

governing the same. 

26 3. "Journeyman plumber" means any person other than a 

27 master plumber, who is engaged in the practical installation 

28 of plumbing. 

29 ~. "Apprentice" means any person other than a journeyman 

30 or master plumber who is engaged in learning and assisting 

31 in the installation of plumbing and drainage. 

32 5. "Board" means the state board of health, 

33 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. The board shall have the following 

34 pot.,rers and duties: 

35 1. Hold public hearings in this state to aid in the 
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1 formulation of minimum plUIDbing standards for this state. 

2 After ten days' notice by publication in one or more newspapers 

3 published in and having a general circulation in this state, 

4 these standards shall be in force and shall be uniform 

5 throughout the state as far as practical. 

6 2. Inspect the construction, installation and maintenance 

7 of plumbing in connection with all buildings in this state 

s to assure compliance with the prescribed standards. 

9 3. Employ competent supervisors who shall be licensed 

10 plumbers, and employ other assistants, prescribe their 

11 qualifications and assign their duties. 

12 4. Prescribe rules and regulations as to the 

13 qualifications, examination and licensing of master plumbers, 

14 journeymen plumbers, and for the registration of plumbing 

15 apprentices, issued on a local basis upon examination. On 

16 March first of each year the board shall prepare a list giving 

17 the names and addresses of all licensed plumbers and registered 

18 plumbing apprentices. 

19 5. Nithin thirty days after the effective date of this 

20 Act, appoint, and may remove for cause, a committee of 

21 examiners consisting of three members, prescribe their 

22 qualifications and assign their duties. One examiner shall 

23 be a master plumber, one a journeyman plumber and one an 

24 employee of the board and their terms of office shall be two 

25 years. The committee of examiners and other employees of 

26 the board shall, when so directed, serve the board in an 

27 advisory capacity in the formulating of rules and regulations 

28 to be adopted by the board. Each member of the committee 

2 9 of examiners \vho is not an employee of the board shall be 

30 paid a per diem of ten dollars per day for the actual number 

31 of days served by the member in the performance of his duties, 

32 and in addition thereto shall be reimbursed his actual expenses 

33 necessarily incurred in the performance of his duties. The 

34 per diem and expenses shall be paid from funds appropriated 

~ 35 to the state department of health. 
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6. Determine and prescribe the conditions under which 

any person may serve a plumbing apprenticeship, the preliminary 

3 and vocational school attendance requirements, and the credit 

4 for school attendance in serving such an apprenticeship. 

5 The term of a plumbing apprentice shall be four years, but 

6 the industrial commission or the board may upon application 

7 of the apprentice or his employer extend this term for not 

8 to exceed one additional year. After the expiration of an 

9 apprenticeship term, no apprentice shall engage in the business 

10 of plumbing either as an apprentice or as a journeyman plumber 

11 unless he obtains a journeyman plumber's license. In case 

12 of faiJ.ure to pass the examination for such license, he may 

13 continue to serve as an apprentice but not beyond the time 

14 for reexamination for a journeyman plumber's license as 

15 prescribed by the rules and regulations of the state board 

16 of health. In order that the apprentice may qualify at the 

17 end of his apprenticeship as a skilled mechanic in the art 

18 of installing plumbing work, the board may prescribe the 

19 character of plumbing work that the apprentice may do during 

20 the fourth and fifth years under the direction or supervision 

21 of a master or journeyman plurr~er without either such master 

22 or journeyman being physically present, provided that the 

23 master plumber in charge shall be responsible for all such 

24 work. 

25 7. Issue temporary revocable permits to master and journey-
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

man plumbers pending examination, and for this purpose may 

appoint agents without compensation or may authorize one of 

its examiners or plumbing supervisors to hold a special permit 

examination, the result of which to be reported to the board 

i~ writing. The board may make rules and prescribe procedure 

governing the issuance of such permits. 

8. Exercise such powers as are reasonably necessary to 

carry out the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. No person shall engage ~n or work 

at plumbing in the state unless licensed to do so by the 
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1 board. A master plumber may work as a journeyman. No person 

2 shall act as a plQmber's apprentice unless registered with 

3 the board. Each member or employee of a copartnership or 

4 each officer or employee of a corporation engaging in the 

5 business of superintending plrunbing installations shall be 

6 required to apply for and obtain a master plumber's license 

7 before engaging in the work of superintending plumbing 

s installations. 

9 Sec. 4. NEI"l SECTION. Application for a master plumber's 

10 examination, temporary permit or license shall be made to 

11 the board with fees. Unless the applicant is entitled to 

12 a renewal of license, a license shall be issued only after 

13 the applicant passes a satisfactory examination showing 

14 fitness. No such license or permit shall be transferable. 

15 No license shall be issued for longer than one year and all 

16 licenses shall expire on December thirty-first in each year 

17 and such license may be renewed upon application made prior 

18 to date of expiration. The board may renew a license upon 

19 application made after January first if it is satisfied that 

20 the applicant has good cause for not making application within 

21 the month of December and upon payment of the renewal and 

22 additional fees prescribed. 

23 Any person who was actively engaged on or before January 

24 1, 1974, in the practical installation of plumbing in this 

25 state may be licensed without examination as a master plumber, 

26 upon presenting to the board, on forms prescribed by the 

27 board, evidence of the foregoing satisfactory to the board. 

28 Such application shall be presented not later than January 

29 31, 1974, and shall be accompanied by the appropriate license 

30 fee. 

31 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. The license fees are: 

32 1. For master plumber's examination, $50.00. For each 

33 subsequent examination, $40.00. 

34 2. For master plumber's license, $75.00 which shall be 

35 paid immediately upon notice from the board that the applicant 
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1 has passed an examination. Upon failure to pay the license 

2 fee within thirty days after receiving this notice, no license 

3 shall be issued and the applicant shall again appear for 

4 examination and pay the examination fee. For each renewal 

5 of license, $75.00, if application is made prior to January 

6 first, annually; after January first an additional fee of 

7 $25.00. 

8 3. For journeyman plumber's examination, $35.00. For 

9 each subsequent examination, $20.00. 

10 4. For journeyman plumber's license, $25.00, and $20.00 

11 for each renewal of license if application is made prior to 

12 January first, annually; after January first an additional 

13 fee of $5.00. 

14 5. For temporary permit pending examination and issuance 

15 of license for master plumber, $50.00; for journeyman, $75.00, 

16 which shall also cover the examination fee prescribed and 

17 the license fee for the year in which issued. 

18 6. To establish a record of his beginning an apprenticeship 

19 every plumbing apprentice shall within thirty days after 

20 beginning an apprenticeship register with the board. A fee 

21 of ~10.00 shall be paid at the time of registration, and for 

22 each subsequent calendar year during which he is engaged in 

23 his apprenticeship prior to January first. 

24 All fees provided for by this Act shall be paid into the 

25 general fund of this state. 

26 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. The board may, without examination 

27 and upon payment of the required fee, license an applicant 

28 to whom a license was issued under the laws of any other state 

29 having provisions governing the licensing of plumbers which 

30 are substantially equivalent to the requirements of this Act. 

31 Sec. 7. NE\'1 SECTION. The board may on its own motion 

32 make investigations and conduct hearings and may, on its own 

33 motion or upon complaint in writing duly signed and verified 

34 by the complainant, and upon not less than ten days' notice 

35 to the licensee, suspend or revoke any plumber's license or 
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1 temporary permit if it has reason to believe and if it finds 

2 that the holder of the license or permit has: 

3 1. ~lade a material misstatement in the application for 

4 license or renewal thereof or for temporary permit; 

S 2. Demonstrated incompetency to act as a plumber; or 

6 3. Has willfully violated a second time any provisions 

7 of this Act or any rule, regulation, or order prescribed by 

8 the board. 

9 A copy of the complaint with notice of the suspension of 

10 the license or permit, if ordered by the board, shall be 

11 served on ~~e person complained against, and his answer thereto 

12 shall be filed within twenty days. 

13 An order revoking a license or permit shall not be made 

14 until after a public hearing is held before the board at the 

15 place, time and in the manner provided for by the board. 

16 One year after the date of revocation, application may be 

17 made for a new license • 

18 Sec. 8. NEVI SECTION. No person other than a licensed 

19 master plumber shall use or display the title "Master Plumber" 

20 or append his name to or in connection with such title or 

21 any other title or \vords which represent or may tend to 

22 represent him as a licensed master plumber. 

23 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. Any person, firm or corporation 

24 who engages in or follows the business or occupation of, or 

25 advertises or holds himself out as or acts temporarily or 

26 otherwise, as a master plumber without first having obtained 

27 the required license or permit, or who otherwise violates 

28 any provisions of this Act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 

29 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine 

30 of not less i:han fifty dollars nor more than five hundred 

31 dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for not less 

32 than thirty days, or be subject to both such fine and 

33 imprisonment. Each day during which a violation continues 

34 shall be a separate offense. 

~ 35 Any person who shall do any act prohibited in this Act 
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1 or fail to obey a lawful order of the board, or a judgment 

2 or decree of a court in connection with this Act, shall be 

3 punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 

4 three months or by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

5 Any master plumber who employs an apprentice representing 

6 him to be a journeyman, or who shall charge for an apprentice 

7 a journeyman's wage, shall be punished by a fine of not more 

8 than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 

9 jail for not more than thirty days. Each day of violation 

10 shall be a separate offense. 

11 The provisions in this section shall not apply to plumbing 

12 performed by a property owner in a building owned and occupied 

13 by him as his home or farm building. 

14 sec. 10. Section three hundred sixty-eight point seventeen 

15 (368.17), Code 1973, is repealed. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill provides for the formulation and enforcement 

18 of uniform minimum plumbing standards and the statewide 

19 licensing of plumbers. 
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