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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to provide standards for the care of animals in 

2 animal shelters, pounds, and pet shops, and to regulate 

3 dealers, animal wardens, boarding kennels, and commercial 

4 breeders; and to declare certain acts unlawful and provide 

5 penalties for violations. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S'l'ATE OF IOWA: 
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l Section 1. NF.W SECTION. POLICY. The purpose of this 

2 Act is: 

3 1. To protect the owners of animals from the theft of 

4 their pets. 

5 2. To prevent the sale or use of stolen nets. 

6 3. To prevent any misrepresentation of any animal sold 

7 to the public. 

8 4. To insure that all vertebrate animals are provided 

9 humane care and treatment by regulating the transportation, 

10 sale, purchase, housing, care, handling and treatment of such 

11 animals by persons or organizations engaged in transporting, 

12 buying, or selling them. 

13 5. To insure that animals confined in pet sho~s, kennels 

14 of any type, animal shelters, pounds, and other facilities 

15 includinq those at \vhich nublic auctions are held, are nro-

16 vided humane care and treatment. 

17 6. To authorize the sale, trade, or adoption of only those 

• 
.· 

18 animals which annear to be free of infectious or communicable ~ 
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27 

C!isease. 

7. To protect the public from zoonotic disease. 

Sec. 2. NE\•1 SECTION. DF.FII>;ITimlS. As used in this Act, 

except as otherwise expressly provided: 

1. "Pound" or "dog pound" means a facility operated by 

the state, a municipal corporation, or other political 

subdivision of the state for the purpose of impounding or 

harboring seized stray, homeless, abandoned or unwanted dogs, 

cats or other animals; or a facility operated for such a 

28 purnose under a contract with any municipal corporation or 

29 incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals. 

30 2. "Person • means person as defined in chapter four ( 4) 

31 of the Code. 

32 3. "Animal shelter" means a facility which is used to 

33 house or contain animals and '·!hich is ovmed, operated, or 

34 maintained by an incorporated humane society, animal welfare 
35 society, society for the Prevention of cruelty to animals, 
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1 or other profit or nonprofit orqanization devoted to the 
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>vel fare, protection, and humane treatmP.nt of animals. 

4. "Pet shop" rn<O:ans an establishment ;~here aninals are 

bought, sold, exchanged, or offered for sale or exchange to 

the qeneral public, but does not include a private kennel 

or hobby kennel. 

5. "Boardinq kennel n means a place or establishmen·t other 

than a pound or animal shelter where animals not owned by 

the proprietor are sheltered, fed, and watered in return for 

a consideration. 

6. "Private kennel" means one pack or collection of not 

mere than four animals kept at any one time under one m·mersilip""~ 

on single premises. 

7. "Corunercial kP.nnel" means a kennel '.-•hich peJ:forms 

grooming or training services and may or may not render 

boardinq services in return for a consideration. 

8. •Robby kennel" means a noncommercial kennel at, in, 

or adjoining a nrivate res.i.dence vlhere animals are kent for 

the hobby of the householder, in usinq them for huntina or 

20 practice training or for exhibiting them in shm:s or field 

21 or obedience trials, or for q:.;ardinq or protecting the house-

22 holdP-r's property. The keeper of a hobby kennel may keeu 

23 or maintain up to ten animals of either sex per year without 

24 changing the status of the kennel, or may raise or sell the 

25 offspring of three animals during any calendar yeaJ: tvithout 
26 

27 

28 

2<) 

30 

31 

32 

33 

changing the status of the kennel. 

9. "Commercial breeder" means a person engaged in the 

business of breeding animals for sale, whether or not suclo 

animals are raised, trained, groomed, or boarded by such 

breeder. 

1 0. "Ani1:1al" means any dog or cat, rabbit, rodent, non-

human primate, bird or other vertebrate, but shall not include 

horses, cattle, sheep, qoats, swine and domestic fotvl. 

34 11. "Public auction" means any place or location where .I 35 animals are sold at auction to the hiqhest bidder reqardlP.SS 
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I of l~hether the animals are offered as individuals, as a group, • 

2 or by v;eight. 

3 12. "Secretary" means the secretary of agriculture of 

4 the state of Iowa. 

5 13. "Dealer" means any person 1•ho sells, exchanges, or 

6 donates, or offers to sell, exchange, or donate animals to 

7 another dealer, pet shop, private kennel, hobby kennel, 

8 commercial kennel, commercial breeder, or research facility. 

9 14. "Research facility" means any school or college of 

10 medicine, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, or osteo-

11 pathy, or hospital, diaqnostic or research laboratories, or 

12 other educational or scientific establishment situated in this 

13 state concerned with the investigation of, or instruction 

14 concerning the structure or function of living orqanisms, 

15 the cause, prevention, control, or cure of diseases or abnormal 

16 conditions of human beings or animals. 

17 1S. "Primary enclosure" means any structure used to im-

18 mediately restrict an animal to a limited amount of space, 

19 such as a room, pen, cage, compartment or hutch. 

20 16. "Housing facility" means any room, building or area 

21 used to contain a primary enclosure or enclosures. 

22 17. "Sanitize" means to make physically clean and to 

23 remove and destroy in a manner consistent with modern 

24 techniques, agents injurious to health. 

25 18. "Euthanasia" means the humane destruction of an animal 

26 accomplished by a method that involves instantaneous uncon-

27 sciousness and immediate death or by a method that involves 

28 anesthesia, produced by an agent v;hich causes painless loss 

29 of consciousness, and death durinq the loss of consciousness. 

3 0 19. "Ambient temperature" means the temperature surrounding 

31 the animal. 

32 20. "Adequate feed" means the provision at suitable 

33 intervals of not more than twenty-four hours or longer if 

34 the dietary requirements of the species so reauire, of a 

• 

35 auantity of wholesome foodstuff suitable for the snecies and • 
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1 aqe, sufficient to maintain a reasonable level of nutrition 

2 in each animal. The foodstuff shall be served in a saniti?.ed 

3 rcccp~~clc, dish or container. 

4 21. "l\dcquate water" means reasonable access to a supply 

5 of clean, fresh, potable water provided in a sanitary manner 

6 or provided at suitable intervals for the species and not 

7 to excF.>ed t\'ienty-fou:r hours at any interval. 

8 22 ., "Anirr.al 'darden" means any person employed, contracted, 

9 or appointed by the si:ate, municipal corporation, or any 

10 political subdivision of the state, for the purpose of aiding 

11 in the enforcement of the provisions of this Act or any other 

12 law or ordinance relating to the licensing of animals, control 

13 of animals or seizure and imooundment of animals and includes 

14 any state or municioal peace officer, animal control officer, 

15 sheriff, constable or other employee v!hose duties in •..;hole 

16 or in part include assignments which involve the seizure or 

17 taking into custody of any animal. 

• 18 Sec. 3. '1F:\~ SECTION. CF.HTIFICATF OF REGISTRATION FOH 

19 POU~lD. No pound shall be one rated for more ti-tan six :nonths 

20 subseque!)t to the effE'lctive datE'! of this Act unless a certifi-

21 cate of registration for the pound is granted by the secre-

22 tary. Annlication for the certificate shall be made in the 

23 1-:1anr.er approved by the secretary. No fee shall be required 

24 fo~ the application or certificate. Certificates of reqistra-

25 tio:1 shall be valid for a period of one year from date of 

26 issuance or until revoked and may be renewed upon application 

27 in the manner provided by the secretary. A registered pound 

28 may engaqe in the sale of animals under its control, if it 

29 obtains a license for such activit;•, but no fee shall be 

30 charged therefor. 

31 Sec. 4. NB\-1 SECTION. CERTIF'ICATF OF REGI STRATIO~ F'OR 

32 ANIHAL SI-ICLTF.R. No oerson shall onerate an animal shelter 

33 for more than six months subsequent to the effective date 

34 of this Act unless a certificate of reqistration for the 

• 35 animal shelter is granted by the secretarv. Anolication for 
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l the certificate shall be made in the manner provided by the 

2 secretary. No fee shall be required for the application or 

3 certificate. Certificates of reqistration shall be valid 

4 for a period of one year from date of issuance or until revoked 

5 and may be renewed upon application in the manner provided 

6 by the secretary. A registered animal shelter may enqaqe 

7 in the sale of animals under its control, if it obtains a 

8 license for such activity, but no fee shall be charged 

9 therefor. 

10 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. PET SHOP LICENSE. No person shall 

11 operate a pet shop for more than six months subsequent to 

12 the effective date of this Act, unless he has obtained a 

13 license to operate a pet shop issued by the secretary. 

14 Application for the license shall be made in the manner 

15 provided by the secretary. The license period shall commence 

16 January first of each year and terminate December thirty-first 

17 of that year. The license fee shall be tvJenty-five dollars 

18 for each license period or part thereof. The license may 

19 be renewed unon application and payment of the prescribed 

20 fee in the manner provided by the secretary provided the 

21 licensee has conformed to all statutory and regulatory 

22 requirements. 

23 Sec. ~. NEW SECTION. COM~ERCIAL KENNEL OR PuBLIC AUCTION 

24 LICENSE. No person shall operate a commercial kennel or 

25 public auction for more than six months subsequent to the 

26 effective date of this Act unless he has obtained a license 

27 to operate a commercial kennel or a public auction issued 

28 by the secretary. Application for the license shall be made 

29 in the manner provided by the secretary. The license period 

30 shall commence January first of each year and terminate 

31 Decemher thirty-first of that year. The license fee shall 

32 be twenty-five dollars for each license period or part thereof. 

33 The license may be renewed upon application and payment of 

34 the prescribed fee in the manner provided by the secretary 

35 provided the licensee has conformed to all statutory and 
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~ 1 and regulatory requirements. 

2 Sec. 7. NEW SECTIONo DEALER LICENSE. No person shall 

3 operate as a dealer after the first day of January 19'l4, 

4 unless he has obtained a license issued uy the secretary. 

5 Application for the license shall be made in the manner 

6 provided by the secretary. The license fee shall be fifty 

7 dollars for each license period or part thereof. The license 

8 may be renewed upon application and payment of the prescribed 

9 fee in the manner provided by the secretary, provided the 

10 licensee has conformed to all statutory and regulatory 

11 requirements, 

12 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. CO~~RCIAL BREEDER'S LICENSE. No 

13 person shall operate as a commercial breeder after the first 

14 day of January 1974, unless he l1es obtained a license issued 

15 by the secretary. Application for the license shall be made 

16 lll the P.\anner pro·1rided by the secretary. The license period 

17 shall commence January first of each year and terminate 

).8 December thirty··first of that year. The license fee shall 

19 ~e fifty dollars for each license period or part thereof. 

20 The license may be ;:el"ewed upon application and payment of 

21 tne prescribed fee in the manner provided by she secretary 

22 p:;;-ovided the licensee has conformed to all statutory and 

2 3 regulatory requirements. 

zt,. Sec. 9. NE\v SECTION~ BOARDING KENNEL OPERA'l'OR'S LICENSE. 

25 No person shall operate a boarding kennel for more than six 

26 months subsequent to the effective date of this Act unless 

27 he has obtained a license to operate a boarding kennel issued 

28 by the secretary. Application for the license shall be made 

29 in the manner provided by the secretary. The license period 

30 shall commence January first of each year and terminate 

31 December thirty-first of that year. The license fee shall 

32 be fifteen dollars for each license period or part thereof. 

33 The license may be renewed upon application and payment of 

34 

35 

the prescribed fee in the manner provided by the secretary 

provided the licensee has conformed to all statutory and 
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1 regulatory requirements. 

2 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. PRIVATE KENNEL OR HOBBY KENNEL 

3 OWNER'S LICENSE. No person shall operate either a private 

4 kennel or a hobby kennel for more than six months subsequent 

5 to the effective date of this Act, unless he obtains a license 

6 issued by the secretary. Application for the license shall 

7 be in the manner provided by the secretary. The license 

8 period shall commence January first and terminate December 

9 thirty-first of the year following the granting of the license. 

10 No fee shall be charged for the license. The license may 

11 be renewed upon application in the manner prescribed by the 

12 secretary, provided the licensee has conformed to all statutory 

13 and regulatory requirements. 

14 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE 

15 OR REGISTRATION, A certificate of registration may be denied 

16 to any pound or animal shelter and a license may be denied 

17 to any public auction, boarding kennel, private kennel, 

18 commercial kennel, hobby kennel, pet shop, commercial breeder, 

19 or dealer or, if granted such certificate or license may be 

20 revoked by the secretary if, after public hearing, it is 

21 determined that the housing facilities or primary enclosures 

22 are inadequate under the provisions of this Act or if the 

2 3 feeding, ~1atering, sanitizing and housing practices at the 

24 pound, animal shelter, public auction, pet shop, boarding 

25 kennel, private kennel, commercial kennel, hobby kennel, or 

26 those practices by the commercial breeder or dealer, are not 

27 in compliance with the provisions of this Act or with the 

28 rules and regulations which shall be promulgated pursuant 

29 to the authority of this Act. A license or certificate may 

30 also be revoked if the secretary determines that the holder 

31 has failed to keep true and proper records for registration 

32 and identification purposes, or failed to give such information 

33 to each buyer of animals, or that the holder has engaged in 

34 deceptive or misleading advertising or merchandising practices 

35 which tend to deceive or defraud tne public. The premises 
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• 1 of each licensee or certificate holder shall be open for 

2 inspection during normal business hours. 

• 

3 Sec, 12, NEW SECTION, PENALTIES. Operation of a pet 

4 shop, boarding kennel, private kennel, commercial kennel, 

5 hobby kennel or public e>.uction, or dealing in animaJ.s either 

6 as a dealer or a commercial breeder, without a currently valid 

7 license sh<>ll constitute a misdemeanor and each day of such 

8 cperation shall constitute a separate offense. 

9 Failure of any perSO!l licensed or registered to adequately 

10 house, feed or water animals in nis possession or custody 

ll shall constitute a misdemeanor. Such animals shall be subject 

12 to seizure and impoundment and may be sold or euthc:nizecl at 

13 the discretion of the secretary and such failure shall also 

14 constitute grounds for revocation of license after public 

15 hearing. 

16 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. CUSTODY BY ANIMAL ¥/ARDEN. An 

17 animal warden, upon taking custody of any animal in the course 

18 of his official duties, shall immediately make a record of 

19 the matter in the manner presc.:ribed by the secretary and the 

20 record shall include a complete description of the animal, 

21 reason for seizure, location of seizure, the owner's name 

22 and address if known and a1J. license or other identification 

23 numDers, if any. Complete information relating to ti1e 

24 disposJ..tion of the anima!_ shall be added in the manner pro'Jided 

25 by the secretary immediately after disposition. 

2 6 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. VIOLA'l'IO:\ BY ANL~AL WARDEN. 

2 7 'liolation of. any provision of this Act which relates to t.he 

28 seizing, impoundment, and custody of an animal by an animal 

29 "'"'rden shall constitute a misdemeanor and each animal handled 

30 in violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

31 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. RULES AND REGULATIONS. The sec-

32 retary shall promulgate rules and regulations consistent v!ith 

33 the objectives and intent of this Act for the purpose of 

34 carrying out such objectives and intent within ninety days 

~ 35 after the effective date of this Act. 
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Sec. 16. NEW SECTION, EXCEPTIONS. This Act shall not 

apply to a place or establishment which operates under the 

immediate supervision of a duly licensed veterinarian as a 

hospital where animals are harbored, hospitalized, and cared 

for incidental to the treatment, prevention, or alleviation 

of disease processes during the routine practice of the 

profession of veterinary medicine except that, if animals 

are accepted by such place, establishment, or hospital for 

the primary purpose of boarding for consideration, the place, 

establishment, or hospital shall be subject to the provisions 

hereof applicable to a boarding kennel and the regulations 

relating thereto which shall hereafter be promulgated by the 

secretary. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill is patterned after a model act proposed by the 

United States Animal Health Association. It expands the model 

act to assure that animals which are housed in kennels, pet 

shops, animal shelters, and other facilities will be given 

proper care and treatment. It also protects the public from 

false identification of animals and further protects the 

public from contact with various diseases of animals which 

are transmittable to human beings. Implementation of the 

Act is directed by the Department of Agriculture which is 

presently equipped with the necessary facilities and personnel 

to administer the act. 
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SENATE FILE 190 
FISCAL NOTE 

Date prepared April 19, 1973 
Requested by Senator Riley, et al. 
Prepared in regard to S.F. 190 - An Act to provide 

standards for the care of animals in animal shelters, pounds, 
and pet shops, and to regulate dealers, animal wardens, 
boarding kennels, and commercial breeders; and to declare 
certain acts unlawful and provide penalties for violations. 
Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative 
proposal as required by Senate Rule 31. 

It is estimated that this proposed bill would produce 
revenue of $75,250 per year and related expenses of $66,000 
per year. 

Source: Department of Agriculture. 

Filed GERRY D. RANKIN 
April 24, 1973 Legislative Fiscal Director 


