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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to te.Lminate the operation of the Iowa Anr.ie 1\i ttenmyer 

2 !lome and to require the department of social services to 

3 submit to the general assembly a proposal for disposition 

4 of the home's physical facilities. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE!'IBLY OF THE STATE OF IO\·IA: 
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S. F. /If£ II. F. ---

I Section 1. The department of social services shall begin 

2 preparations on July 1, 1973 to discontinue providing care, 

3 custody and education of children at the Iowa Annie Hittenmyer 

4 Home, and shall make such arrangements as may be necessary 

5 to pr0vide these services at other locations to children who 

6 are en July 1, 1973 residents of the home. All residents 

7 of the home shall be removed as expeditiously as is reasonably 

8 possible, but in no case later than June 30, 1974, and the 

9 department shall thereafter conduct no activities of any kind 

10 at the home except to provide minimum necessary maintenance 

11 and protection of its buildings and grounds pending their 

12 disposition. The department shall, not later than October 

13 1, 1974, submit to the legislative council for transmission 

14 to the first session of the Sixty-sixth General Assembly a 

15 report stating \';hat arrangements have been made for providing 

16 care and treatment required by children who were residents 

17 of the home on or after July 1, 1973, and by children whose 

1 fl n8eds are such that they \·;ould have been considered for 

19 placem8nt at the home had it remained open. The report shall 

20 also include a recommendation for the disposition of the land, 

2 I buildings and such other physical facilities of the home as 

22 are not useful or cannot be readily transferred to other 

2 3 faciJ.i ties opera ted by the department. 

24 Sec. 2. Section two hundred seventeen point e.ight (217.8), 

25 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

2 ~ 21·1. 8 DIVISION OF CHILD AND F.Z\NILY SERVICES. The director 
2 7 
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35 

of the division of child and family services s!wll be qualified 

by tra~ning, experience and education in the field of welfare 

and social problems. He shall be entrusted v1ith the adminis

tration of programs involving neglected, dependent and delin

quent children, child welfare, aid to dependent children, 

aid to disabled persons and shall administer and be in control 

of the Iowa juvenile home, 'l'!te-H!Wfi-At!Hie-WH~oeei'Ufl'!'e:!!-Heme7 
~Me-s~aee-jtl~en~±e-Reme7 the state training schools for boys 

and for girls, the Iowa soldiers home and such other related 
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1 programs established for the general welfare of families, 

2 adults and children as directed by the commissioner. 

3 Sec. 3. Section two hundred eighteen point one (218. 1), 

4 Code 1973, 

5 Sec. 4. 

is amended by striking subsection eleven (11). 

Section two hundred eighteen point three (218.3), 

6 subsection one (1), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

7 1. The director of the division of child and family ser-

8 vices of the department of social services shall have primary 

9 authority and responsibility relative to the following said 

10 institutions: Soldiers Home, Training School for Boys, Train-

11 ing School for Girls, and the Juvenile Home e~o-~fie-~owa-~F.~e 

12 W~ttenmyer-He~e. 

13 Sec. 5. Section tt·lo hundred eighteen point nine (218.9) 1 

14 unnu"'bered paragraph three (3) 1 Code 1973 1 is amended to read 

15 as follows: 

16 The director of the division of child and family services 

17 of the department of social services, subject to the approval 

18 of the commissioner of such department shall appoint the 

19 superintendents of ~~e-~ewa-AA~~e-W~tteRmye~-Heme, the juven~le 

20 home, the training school for boys, the training school for 

21 girls and the commandant of the soldiers home. 

22 Sec. 6. Section two hundred eighteen point thirty-four 

23 (218.34), Code 197 3. is amended to read as follows: 

24 218.34 STATE AGENTS. A sufficient number of persons shall 

25 be appointed as state agents for ~~e-se~6~ersL-er~~a~s-~e~e7 
26 the t\·JO training schools, the juvenile home, and the \vomen's 

27 reformatory. 

28 sec. 7. Section two hundred forty-four point one (2q4.1), 

29 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

30 244.1 DEFINITIONS--OBJECTS. For the purpose of this chap-

31 ter the words "director" or "state director" shall mean the 

32 director of the division of child and family services of the 

33 department of social services. 

34 The IovJa juvenile home el'le-'i'ke-iewa-P\~n±e-W1:., ... e~ffi':!'e,--Heftle 

35 shall be maintained for the purpose of providing care, cu.stody 
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1 and education of such children as are committed thereto. 

2 such children shall be wards of the state. Their education 

3 shall embrace instruction in the common school branches and 

4 in such other higher branches as may be practical and will 

5 enable said children to gain useful and self-susta~ning 

6 employment. The state director and the s~pe~~R~e~deH~s-of 

7 ~he-homes superintendent of the juvenile home shall assist 

8 all discharged children in securing suitable homes and proper 

9 employment. 

10 sec. 8. Section two hundred forty-four point two (244.2) I 

11 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

12 244.2 SALARIES. The sa~a~~es salary of the sa~er~Hee~deft~S 

13 ef-ea±d-hemes superintendent of the ]uvenile home shall be 

14 determined by the state director. 

15 Sec. 9. Section two hundred forty-four point three (24U.3), 

16 Code 1973, is ~nended to read as follows: 

17 244.3 ADMISSIONS. Admission to sa~d-~emes the juvenile 

1 s home shall be granted to resident children of the state under 

19 eighteen years of age, as-fei~ewe,-~±¥±1'1~-~refere~ee-~~-ehe 

2 0 erder-l'lemed-:-

21 4-:---Bes~±eaee-efi±±d~er~7-eRd-or~hal'ls-aMea~e-~e-eare-fer 

22 ehemse~~~s,-o£-seid±ers,-se±~orS7-er-mar±HeS-:-

23 ~-:---Ne~~eeeed7-de~er~dene-er-de±±H~aeHe-efi±~dfeR-eoffiffl±eeed 

2 4 oehereee-by-ehe-jaVeH:i:±e-eet:Uc'e..-

25 3 .. --eehe~-dese~~~ee-efi~~d~en~ 

26 \''ho have been collUUitted to the department of social services 

27 and will, in the judgment of the state director, be benefitted 

2 8 by the services available. 

29 sec. 10. Section two hundred forty-four point four (244.4), 

30 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 
31 

32 

33 

34 

244.4 PROCEDURE. The procedure for eemm~emeH~ admis

sion to said-kemes the juvenile home shall be the same as 

provided by chapter 232, but admission may be granted on 

voluntary applications signed by the legal custodian of the 

35 child and appt·oved by a judge of a court of record, or by 
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1 the board of supervisors, of the county of the child's 

2 residence. Such applications shall be subj~ct to the approval 

3 of the state director and shall be in such form as he may 

4 prescribe. Any-efi~~a-aet-me~~ai~y-He~ma~,-e~-wfie-is 

5 :i:l'!ee,~'i. ~ib±"' 7 -er-w!le- fias-a!'ly-· v±e iet!S-fia.b:i:-e s ,-er-wfiese -,.rese!'l ee 

6 ±n-~he-h~mes-wen~d-~e-±niffi4eal-~e-~fle-reerel-er-~hys:i:ea~-wel£are 

7 e£-ner~al-eh:i:ldrcn-~fiere:i:n,-sfla~*-be-de~:i:ed-~elH!'!~a~y-ad~:i:ss:i:en 

8 ~e-s~:i:d-fiemes7 

9 Sec. 11. Section two hundred forty-four point five (244.5), 

10 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

11 244.5 TRANSFERS. The state director may transfer to the 

12 heffle" juvenile home minor 14ards of the state from any 

13 inst1tution under his charge or under the charge of any other 

14 director of the depdrtment of social servicesT-~&~-ee-pereen 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

s fled~ -be-se-e 1'af!sf e~,.oe~-wke-±e-n et-l!lel'le a:l 'l: y -l'let"ffia~7 - er-w:, e 

~e-±Hee~~~9~b~e7-er-has-aR¥-~:i:e±etls-flab±ts,-er-wP.eee-~reee~ee 

±~-tHe-fiemes-wotl'l:d-ee-±~±m±ee~-~e-"he-ffie~e~-er-~kys±ea~-we~£a~e 

ef-norma~-eh~±d~en-t~ere~A,-efld-afly-s~efi-eni±d-iA-~rte-heffles 

l!ley-be-~ransferred-ee-~he-prope~-seatc-iflsti•tl~±efl. 

Sec. 12. Section two hundred forty-four point seven 

(2Q4.7), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

22 244.7 REGULATIONS. All children admitted er-ee!MI±•ted 

23 to the home shall be wards of the state and subject to the 

24 rules of the home. Stle;eet-•e-~fie-ap~ro~al-ef-ehe-seate 

25 e:i:reeee~,-ef!y-en±~d-reeei¥ed-tlflder-~e±t!~to~y-app~ieae±e~-l!lay 

26 ee-e~pei±ed-ay-tfie-Stl~er~fl~eftaene-£er-disebed±e~ee-efld-~e~tlSe± 

27 ee-sabmit-te-~re~e~-d±se±p±±fle~ Children shall be discharged 

28 upon arriving at the age of eighteen years7-er-seefte~-i~ 

29 pessesseo-e£-s~££±e±e~e-~eaRs-~e-prev~ae-£e~-~fte~se~qes. 

30 Sec. 13. Section two hundred forty-four point nine (244.9), 

31 Code 1973, is a~ended to read as follows: 

32 244.9 ADOPTION. Children in sa±8-fiemes the juvenile home 

33 may be adopted as provided in chapter 600. 

34 Sec. 14. Section two hundred forty-four point ten (244.10), 

35 Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 
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l 244.10 PLACING CHILD UNDER CONTRACT. Any child reee~vee 

2 ~~-s8~e-fi6mes admitted to the juvenile home, unless adopted, 

3 may, under written contract approved by the state director, 

4 be placed by the superintendent in the custody and care of 

5 any proper person or family. Such contract shall p!:"ovide 

6 for the custody, care, education, maintenance, and earnings 

7 of the child for a fixed time which shall not extend beyond 

8 the age of majority, except that the time may extend beyond 

9 the child's eighteenth birthday until he is twenty-one years 

10 of age if he is regularly attending an approved school in 

ll pursuance of a course of study leading to a high school diploma 

12 or its equivalent, or regularly attending a course of 

13 vocational technical training either as a part of a regular 

14 school program or under special arrangements adapted to the 

15 individual person's needs. Such contract shall be signed 

16 by the superintendent and by the person taking the child. 

17 Sec. 15. Section two hundred forty-four point fourteen 

18 (244.14), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

19 244.14 COUNTIES LIABLE. Each county shall be liable for 

20 sums paid by the home in support of all its children to the 

21 extent of a sum equal to one-half of the net cost of the sup-

22 port and maintenance of its children. The superintendent 

23 of ~he-~ewa-AnH±e-W±eteHmye~-Heme-end the Iowa juvenile home 

24 shall certify to the state comptroller on the first day of 
25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

each fiscal quarter the amount chargeable to each county for 

such support. The sums for which each county is so liable 

shall be charged to the county and collected as a part of 

the taxes due the state, and paid by the county from the 

county mental health and institutions fund at the same time 

state taxes are paid. 

Sec. 16. Section four hundred forty-four point twelve 

(444.12), subsection one (1), paragraph f, Code 1973, ~s 

amended to read as follows: 

f. Care of children admitted e~-eeMffi~~ee~ to the Iowa 

juvenile home at Toledo e>r-'t'ke-'l'ewe.-AA!'Iioe-1-i'io{,~e~ye~-fleffle, 
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1 or placed in a foster heme from e~~he•-e£--e~eh-ins~±t~~~ene 

2 the juvenile home if the cost of foster home care does not 

3 exceed the average cost of care of a child in the ±!'!st~tt:!t±ofl 

4 £i!'om-""i'!~eh-ti'le-!'3:aeel!lel'lt-wt<s-lll!\ae juvenile home. 

5 Sec. 1 7. SecU.ons two hundred forty-four point six ( 244.6) , 

6 two hundred forty-four point eight (244.8) and two hundred 

7 forty-four point fifteen (244.15), Code 1973, are repealed. 

8 Sec. 18. Sections ttvo (2), six (6), seven (7), and sections 

9 nine (9) through sixteen (16), inclusive, of this Act shall 

10 take effect July 1, 1974. Sections three (3), four (4), five 

11 (5) and eight (8) of this Act shall take effect July 1, 1975, 

12 EXPLN,ATION 

13 This bill mandates the discontinuatj_on of the programs 

14 operated by tile Department of Social Services at the Iowa 

15 Annie Vlittenmyer Home in Davenport, not later than December 

16 31, 1973, and requires the Department to submit to the 19711 

17 session of the General Assembly a report on alternative 

18 art·ar!gements for care of children who are being or would have 

19 been served at the Home and a recommendation for the 

20 disposition of the real estate where the Home is located and 

21 such of its physical facilities as are not useful or readily 

22 transferrable to other institutions or facilities operated 

23 by the Department:. The bill is based upon a recommendation 

24 by the legislative Mental Health and Juvenile Institutions 

25 Study Committee to the General Assembly that there are no 

26 programs or services offered at the Home which cannot 

27 reasonably be offered effectively elsewhere, with probable 

28 significant savings to the state in maintenance and capital 

29 costs over a period of years. 

30 The basic substantive portion of this bill is found in 

31 section one. Sections two through sixteen are primarily 

32 conforming amendments to the present Code, although some of 

33 the amendments are intended to update other provisions of 

34 Code sections affected by section one. Section 18 makes the 

35 amendments t:o Code sections dealing Hith the operation of 
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1 the Home's programs effective immediately following the 

2 deadline for discontinuation of these programs, but retains 

3 provisions authorizing officers of the Department of Social 

4 Services to manage the Home for an additional six months in 

s order to facilitate disposition of the property. If necessary, 

6 the latter deadline may be extended by the 1974 session of 

7 the General Assembly. 

a This bill is recommended by the Mental Health and Juvenile 

9 Institutions Study Committee. It is referred to in the Study 

10 Committee's final report as Draft Bill No. 5. 
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