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Passed Senate, Date ______________ __ Passed House, Date ____________ _ 
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Approved 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the qualifications of police and fire 

2 chiefs. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE r,ENERAL 1\SSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI'lA: 
4 Section 1. Section three hundred sixty-five point thirteen 

5 (365.13), Code 1971, is amended to read as follows: 

6 365.13 CHIEF OF POLICE hND CHIEF OF PlRE DEPARTMENT. 
7 The chief of the fire department ~ftaii-ee-a~~eifteea-£rem-~ke 

S e"~e~~s-eivi~-se~~ee-ei~~ie~e-%i~-efte-~ftai%-fte%a-~~ii-e~~~~ 

9 serv~ee-ri~ft~~-fte-eft~e£7-efte-~ft-ei~ie~-e¥er-~weft~y-£ive 

10 tft~eafta ~ the chief of the police department shall be 

11 appointed ~reM-tfte-aeeive-Me~ere-ep-~e-de~artMeft~-WAe-"e~~ 

12 eivii-ser¥iee-eeftieri~y-ri~ftte-fte-~ere~Meft-afta-~ft¥e-~6e-five 

13 yeare-ger~~ee-ift-~e-ae~~eftt by ~~e mayor with approval 

14 by ~le city or town council. A person appointed the chief 

15 of the fire department or the chief of the police department 

16 Ghall be a man of high moral character, of qood standing in 

17 the community in which he lives, and shall be selected solely 

18 with regard to his qualifications and fitness to discharge 

19 the duties of his office. 2ft-eitiee-e£-~ftfter-tweftty-£i¥e 

20 tfte~~ane-~e~~fttieft-~e The city council shall specify the . --
21 residency requirements for chief of police. A chief of police 

22 or chief of the fire department shall maintain his civil 

23 service rights as de'cermined by section 365.12. 1\ny person 

24 who becomes a chief of a fire department or chief of a police 

25 department of a city or town may transfer all rights he may 
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1 have acquired, including employer and employee contributions, 

2 under chapter Q10 to another city or town which has the same 

3 retirement system, or if such person was a member of a 

4 retirement system authorized under chapter Q11, he may in 

5 the same manner transfer rights acquired to another retirement 

6 system authorized by chapter Q11. 

7 In cities under the commission plan of government the 

8 superintendent of public safety, with the approval of the 

9 city council, shall appoint the chief of the fire department 

10 and the chief of the police department. In cities under the 

11 city manager plan the city manager shall make such 

12 appointments7-6ftd-ift-eii-~fte~-ei~ie8-s~eft-a~~ift~~n~e-6ftaii 

13 be-~aae-5y-~e-~ayer. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill deletes the strict reqUirements that a fire chief 

16 and police chief must be a member of the civil service system 

17 of the appointing authority and, in the case of the police 

18 Chief, delete the 5-year requirement. Qualifications are 

19 established which are based upon the capabilities of the 

20 individual, not senority or residence, in order that more 

21 qualified persons might be attracted to police and fire chief 

22 positions. Transfer of retirement benefits are provided. 
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Amend senate File 1174, page 2, line 12 by adding 
after the word "appointments" the words "with 
approval of the council". 

Filed By OODERER 
February 23, 1972 
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