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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the termination of contracts with school
2 teachers.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:




S.

r. 1035

Section 1, Section two hundred seventy=-nine point thir-
teen (279.13}, unnumbered paragraph three (3}, Code 1971%,
ig amended to read as follows:

Said contract shall remain in force and effect for the
period stated in the contract and thereafter shall be autoe-
matically continued in force and effect for equivalent pe-
riods, except as modified or texrminated by mutual agreement
of the board of directors and the teacheyr, until terminated
as hereinafter provided, however, no contract shail be ten-
dered by the employing bcard tc a teacher undexr its juris-—
diction prior to March 1, nor be required to be signed by
the teacher and returned to the hoard in less than twenty-
one days after being tendered. ©On or before Aprili 15, of
each yaar the teacher may files his written resignation with
the secretary of the board of directors, or the board may
by a majority vote of the elected membership of the board,

causa sald contract to be rterminated by written notification Q

of termination, by a certified letter mailed to the teacher
not later than the tenth day of April; provided, however,
that at least ten days prior to mailing of any notice of
termination the board or its agent shall inform the teacher
in writing that (1) the board is considering termination of
said contract and-eha¢ (2) there are specific grounds for

" terminating the contract, which grounds shall be limited to

insubordination, immoral character, conduct unbecoming a

teacher, inefficiency, incompetency, physical or mental

disability or neglect of duty and that (3) the teacher shall
have the right to a private-eenferenec-with-the-boars public

hearing, with the right of counsel, if the teachexr files a

request therefor with the president or secretary of the board
within five daysr-and-:€ , If within five days after receipt
by the teacher of such written information the teacher files

with the president or secretary of the board a written request

for a eemfersnce-and-a-wttten—-statement-of-apecifie-reasons .
for-conscdertng-cermenatson hearing, the board shall, before
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any notice of ‘termination is mailed, give the teacher written
notice cf the time and place of such confersace-and-at-the
regquest-af-thea-teacher;-a-written-setatenent—of~speerfre-reasons
for-considering-terminations hearing and shall hold a private
conference-between-the-boasrd-and-teacher-and-iis-representative

public hearing if the teacher appears at such time and place

either alcne or with representation, Ne-schesi-board-membesr

shaii-be-itabie-for-any-damages—to-any-teacher-sf-any-sach
statement-sa-determined-to-pe-arroncons-as-teng-as-such
statement-was-nade-sn-goed-£fatrthr--in-event-of-such
terminationy-té-shatl-take-effact-at-the-ciose-of-the-scheo
year—-in~-which-the-contract-is-terminanted-by-cither-eof-said
methodsy--Fha-teacher-shaii-have-the-right-to-proceye-the
aetton-of-the-bogrdr-and-to-a-hearing-therecony-by-noetfyine
the-prestdent-or-seceretary-of-the-board-in-wrseting-oé—-sach
protest-within-twenty-days-of-the-receipt-by-hrm-ef-the-netice
to-cermtnater~tn-which-event-the-bonrd-shati-hoid-e-pubize
hearing-on-such-protest-at-the-next-reguiar-meeting—ef-he
beardr-or-at~a-specitat-meeting-caited-by-the-president-ef
the-board-for-chat-purposer-and-shati-give-notice-en-weieting
to-the-teacher-of-the-time-of-che-heartng-on-che-procests
Spon-the-conctuston-of-the-hearing-the-board-shati-determine
the-question-of-continuance—-or-discontinuance-of-the-contract
by-a-reii-ernii-vote-entered-in-the-minutes~-of-the-board;-and
the-actron-of-the-board-shaii-be-€inetsr If the board does

not notify the teacher by April tenth, the bcard must grant

to the teacher all general increases in salary granted to

those in the teacher's classification in the school system.

At the hearing and at all hearings provided for by this

section, the teacher shall have the right to confront all

witnesses upon whose evidence the board took action. If no

witnesses appear, the board shall furnish to the teacher a

list of witnesses and, if requested by the teacher, the board

shall subpoena such witnesses. At the close of the hearing,

the board shall render a written decision and a copy shall
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ba furnished to the teacher. If the board decides to terminate .
the contract, it shall specify the date of termination in

the decision, however, the date of termination shall not be

before the date the board notifies the teacher of its decisicn,

If the teacher is dissatisfied with the decision of the board

the teacher may appeal to the district court of the county

where employed. The appeal trial shall be by trial de novo

of all matters of law and fact. The appeal in such cases

shall be perfected by filing with the clerk of the court .
within thirty days after the date of the board's decision,

a petition setting forth the ground for the appeal. The rules ;
of civil procedure governing original notice in civil matters ,
shall apply and pleadings shall conform to the practice in .
other civil proceedings. If the district court, sitting .
without a jury, finds a dismissal to not be in accord with |
statutes governing the dismissal of teachers, or that the !
facts do not substantiate the dismissal, the teacher shall

be reinstated without loss of pay or status in the position ‘
held immediately before his dismissal by the board., If the

district court upholds the teacher in his position, the court

shall award the teacher all reascnable expenses incurred by

the teacher which shall be paid by the board. The foregoing

provisions for termination shall nee affect the power of the

board of directors to discharge a teacher for cause under

the provisions of section 279.24. The-term-iteackeri-as-use=d
sn-thra-section-shati-tneiude-ati-certifrcated-schon

i et melicinadl

-

employeesy-inctudtng-superincendentss
Sec. 2, Section two hundred seventy-nine point twenty-
four (279.24})}, Code 1971, is amended to read as follows:
279,24 DISCHARGE OF TEACHER. The board may, by a majority
vote, discharge any teacher for tneempenteney incompetency,
inattention to duty, partiality, or any good cause, after
a full and fair investigation made at a meeting of the board
held for that purpose, at-which-the-teacher-shalti-be-permstted -
to-be~present-and-make~defenser-atlowing-him—-a-reasonabie .
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time-~therefor and according to the provisions for termination
of a teacher's contract in section 279.13.
EXPLANATION
The purpose of this bill is to clarify the procedures fol-
lowed in the termination of a teacher's contract. Specific

grounds for termination of the contract are enumerated and
the teacher's right to appeal the decision of the board is
established,

o o~ b B W R

W NN RN R R RN R N e e rd e el el el e e
S O e N WD W RN RO WD Ny W N =D W

W L W L W
WP W N

LSE 3452
jm; jw; 3

CPRPA-8804% V7.




