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Approv<:d 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the operation of vehicles on Iowa's streets 

2 and roads and amending penalties for violations. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.1. Sf7 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point ninetv-

2 eiqht (321.98), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

3 321.98 OPEAATION WITHOUT REGISTRATION. No person shall 

4 operate, nor shall an owner ~ft~W~ft~~V permit to be operated 

5 upon any hiqhway any vehicle required to be registered and 

6 titled hereunder unless there shall be attached thereto and 

7 displayed thereon when and as required by this chapter a valid 

8 registration card and reqistration plate or plates issued 

9 therefor for the current reqistration year and unless a cer-

10 tiFicate of title has been issued for such vehicle except 

11 as otherwise expressly permitted in this chapter. Any viola-

12 tion of this section is a misdemeanor punishable as provided 

13 in section 321.482. 

14 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hun-

15 r1red (321.100), subsection one (1), Code 1971, is amended 

16 as follows: 

17 1. To alter with a fraudulent intent any certificate of 

18 title, manufacturer's or importer's certificate, reqistration 

19 card, reqistration plate, or permit issued by the department 

20 or county treasurer. 

21 Sec. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hun-

22 dred forty-one (321.441), Code 1971, is amenr1ed as follows: 

23 321.441 r'mTAL TIRES PROHIBITED. No person shall operate 

24 or move on any highway any motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-

25 trailer having any metal tire or metal track in contact with 

26 the roadway. 

27 Sec. 4. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hun-

28 dred eiqhty-four (321.484), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

29 321.484 OF'F'F.NSES BY OT-VNERS. It is unla\'lfnl ~or the ot'/ner, 

30 or any other person, employinq or otherwise directinq the 

31 driver o~ any vehicle to rerruire or k-fte"",i:ft~~v-'f:e permit the 

32 operation of such vehicle upon a hiqhway in any manner con-

33 tr~ry to law. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 Section 1 of this bill will eliminate the rerruirement of 
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S.L S-¢,? 

1 "knowinqly" violating the registration provisions of chapter 

2 321 bv strikinq the \%rd "knowinqlv" from section 321.98 of 

3 the Code. 

4 Pilst experience hilS shO\vn that la\oI enforcement aqencies 

5 are unable to prove in court that the owner has "knowingly" 

6 permitted an improperly registered vehicle to be operated 

7 on any highway including the operation of vehicles not dis-

8 playing the owner registration card or registration plate. 

9 Section 2 of this bill amends section 321.100, subsection 

10 of the Code, by including county treasurers in addition 

11 to the department of public safety, as issuing authorities. 

12 In most registrations (with the exception of reciprocity 

13 and proration) the county treasurer is the issuing authority 

14 and acts more or less as an aqent of the department of public 

15 safety in issuing registration plates and certificates. 

16 On at least one occasion Io/here a registration certificate 

17 was altered, it was held that this section had no application 

18 to reqistration plates and certificates issued by the county 

19 treasurer; as section 321.100, subsection 1 of the Code clearly 

20 specified it apolied only to those issued bv the departMent 

21 of public safety. This bill would clarify this section so 

22 that there would be no doubt that the county treasurers are 

23 in fact reqistration issuinq authorities as well as the de-

24 partroent of public safety. 

25 Section 3 of this bill would aid in the protection of our 

26 highway surfaces from damage caused by heilvv metal trilcked 

27 or metal tired vehicles. 

26 The traffic vlei"ht operations ot the highway commission 

29 has had occasions in violations cited under section 321.441 

30 nf tho Code for the movement of "metal track" vehicles on 

31 the hi'1hways where the defendants have contended that the 

32 charges should be dismissed because a "metal track" is not 

33 a "~etal tire" as written in the Code and this contention 

34 waS upheld by the court. This hill will prohibit any person 

• 35 frOM operatinq or moving on any highway ;mv vehicle havinq 
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1 "metal tracks or metal tires". 

2 Section 4 of this bill places the responsibility with the 

3 owner ,.hen a vehicle is found to be in violation of chapter 

4 321 of the Code and this is accomplished by amendinq section 

') 321.l!8l! of the Co.je by striking the ~·lOrd "knO\"ingly", thereby 

6 eliminatinq the re'luirement of proving that an OI-mer "know-

7 inglv" violates this provision of the Code. 

S Experience hus shown that under present laws it is vir-

9 tually impossible to obtain a conviction ·"hen it becomes 

10 necessary to prove an owner has "knowinqlv" permitted the 

11 operation of a vehicle in violation of the registration, size, 

12 and load laws of Iowa. 

13 Tile traffic weight operations of the high·.ay commission 

14 has also experienced a number of occasions Ilhere an opera

IS tor has abandoned a vehicle found to be in violation of the 

16 reqistrution, size, and load laws and the owner has denied 

17 that he h"ls "knowingly" permitted thf> driver to operate the 

18 vehicle in violation of state law. 

19 This section of this bill would aid in the enforcement 

20 of chapter 321 of the Code. 
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