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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to funeral benefits. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. Section two hundred thirty-nine point nine 

(239.9), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 
239.9 FUNERAL EXPENSES. Upon the death of any child for 

whose benefit assistance payments are being made or have been 

authorized, a reasonable funeral expense for the burial of such 

child may be paid by the state division, provided such expenses 

do not exceed twe-h~Rdyed-fifty five hundred dollars, and the 

estate of the deceased or any life insurance or payments by 
any death or funeral benefit association or society paid by 
reason of the death of such child to the child's eitate or to 

any person legally liable for his support, are insufficient 

to defray such funeral expenses. The person to whom such 

funeral expenses are paid as above provided is hereby prohibited 

from soliciting, accepting, or contracting to receive any 

further compensation for services rendered or articles furnished 

in connection with such funeral except on written approval of 

the county board of the county to which the assistance is charge

able and subject to such rules and regulations as the state 
director shall prescribe. 

Sec. 2. Section two hundred forty-one point seventeen 

(241.17), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

241.17 FUNERAL EXPENSES. On the death of any person 

receiving aid under the provisions of this chapter, the reason

able funeral expenses for his burial may be paid by the state 
director; provided, such expenses do not exceed twe-H~Rdyed 

fifty five hundred dollars and the estate of the deceased or 
any life insurance or death or funeral benefit association or 

society payment, made by reason of the death of such person, 
payable to his estate or the spouse or any relative responsible 

under sections 252.2, 252.5, and 600.6, is insufficient to 

defray the same. The person to whom such funeral expense is 

paid as above provided is hereby prohibited from soliciting, 

accepting or contracting to receive any further compensation 
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, 

for services rendered in connection with such burial except on ~ 
written approval of the county board and subject to such rules 
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S.P. 3 '7 
1 and regulations as the state director shall prescribe. 
2 Sec. 3. Section two hundred forty-one A point eleven 
3 (Z4IA.ll), Code 1971. is amended as follows: 
4 Z41A.11 FUNERAL EXPENSE. On the death of any person who 
5 has been approved for assistance under this chapter, such rea-
6 sonable funeral expenses shall be paid from the aid to the dis-

7 abled fund. to such person as the county.board directs, in an 
8 amount of not to. exceed tW6-l\tIR(hed-fifty five hundred dollars, 
9 provided: 

10 1. That the total expense of such funeral does not exceed 
11 five-I\~Rdred seven hundred fifty dollars. 
12 Z. That the decedent does not leave an estate with suffi-
13 cient proceeds to allow a funeral claim of at least five-HHR-
14 dyed seven hundred fifty dollars. 
15 3. That any payment which is due the decedent's estate, 
16 spouse, children. father, mother. brother. or sister by reason 

~ 17 of the liability of any life insurance or death or funeral 

• 

18 benefit company, association or society to be made in the event 
19 of the death of such decedent who was a recipient of aid to the 
20 disabled may be deducted from the state department's liability 
21 of tW6-I\HR6re6-fift:y five hundred dollars. 
22 4. That in the event the total funeral expenses exceed the 
23 department's liability of tW6-HHRdred-fi£ty five hundred 
24 dollars, as provided under subsections I, Z, and 3 above, the 
25 additional expenses shall accrue only when there is an extra-
26 ordinary expense or when the family or next best friend of the 
27 decedent specify the use of a steel or concrete outside burial 
28 vault. Provided that said additional expense shall not be paid 
29 by the state •. However, if the county board directs that a 
30 burial lot, grave opening, or Clothing be furnished for the 
31 decedent, the expense thereof shall be paid by the state in a 
32 total amount not to exceed eRe-HHRdred two hundred dollars, to 
33 such person or persons as the county board directs, and such 
34 expense shall be allowed in addition to the tW6-HHRdyed-fifty 
35 five hundred dollars limit provided in this section, provided 
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S.F. a'1 
1 a welfare recipient's funeral. 
2 

3 

4 

5 ----- ---=-::-------------------
FISCAL NOTE 

SENATE 

Date Prepared: February 24, 1972 

Requested by: Senator Miller 

Prepared in regard to Senate File 317, an Act relating to funeral 
benefits. Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of the 
legislative proposal as required by Senate Rule 31. 

The following is the estimated additional cost to the State to 
implement the provisions contained in S.F. 317. This estimate 
is based on actual expenses incurred during the calendar year 
1971. 

Estimated 
Number Actual cost Estimated 

of cost under Additional 
Funerals 1972 S.F. 317 cost 

Old Age Assistance 796 $204,345 817,380 613,035 
Aid to the Blind 20 2,354 9,416 7,062 
Aid to the Disabled 69 9,262 37,048 27,786 
Aid to Dependent Children 68 5,492 21,968 16,476 

TOTAL 953 $221,453 885,812 664,359 

Source: Department of Social Services 

Filed By GERRY D. RANKIN 
February 28, 1972 Legislative Fiscal Director 
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