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Approved ________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to provide that the unauthorized possession of credit 

2 cards or other credit devices is a crime. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 Section 1. Section seven hundred thirteen point thirty

S nine (713.39), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

6 713.39 FALSE USE OR UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION OF CREDIT 
7 CARDS. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to 

8 obtain or attempt to obtain credit, or to purchase or attempt 

9 to purchase any goods, property or service, by the use of any 

10 false, fictitious, counterfeit or expired credit card, tele-

11 phone number, credit number or other credit device, or by 

12 the use of any credit card, telephone number, credit number 

13 or other credit device of another without the authority of 

14 the person to whom such card, number or device was issued, or 

15 by the use of any credit card, telephone number, credit number 

16 or other credit device in any case where such card, number or 

17 device has been revoked and notice of revocation has been 

18 given to the person to whom issued. It is unlawful for any 

19 person to have a credit card, number, or other credit device 

20 of another in his personal possession or control without the 

21 authority of the person to whom the credit card, number, or 

22 other credit device was issued, unless such person intends 

23 to restore the credit card, number or credit device to the 

24 
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person to whom issued. 
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1 EXPLANATION 

2 An Iowa court has recentl.y held that the mere unauthorized 

3 possession of credit devices of another in the absence of use 

4 of such device to obtain goods or services is not unlawful. 

5 This b~ll amends section 713.39 of the Code by expanding its 

6 application to unauthorized possession of credit devices 

7 under circumstances which would tend to exclude the possessor's 

8 intent to immediately restore same to the la't1ful owner. The 

9 precise nature of evidence of the possessor's intent to 

10 restore the credit device to the owner would be dependent upon 

11 the particular facts and circumstances in each case. 
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1 Amend Senate File 237 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 19, by inserting after the word "person" 
3 the word "wrongfully". 
4 2. Page 1, line 22, by striking all after the word "issued" 
5 and inserting a period. 
6 3. Page 1, by striking all of lines 23 and 24. 

Filed 
Mal:ch 1, 1971 

By CONKLIN 
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Amend Senate File 237 as follows: 
1. Page I, line 21, by striking the w d" th . • or au orlt~' and 

3 
4 

5 
6 

in lieu th f th' lnsert ereo e words "lmplied or actual~mission" 
2. Page I, by striking in line 22 the words' II , unless such 

intends", and insert in lieu thereof a period. 
3. Page 1, by striking lines 23 and 24. 

person 

Filed By CONKLIN 
May 5, 1971 
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