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ALED FEB 12 1971 
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SENATE FILE 2./.2.. 
By MILLER 

(Mayberry) 

Passed Senate, Date ______________ _ Passed House, Date ____________ __ 

Vote: Ayes _______ _ Nays _____ __ Vote: Ayes, ____ _ Nays ____ _ 

Approved ___________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to county homes. 

2 BE I'E ENACTED BY 'EllE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TIlE STlI'l'E OF IOHlI: 
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s.F.JlL,I H.F. 

1 Section 1. section t\>IO hundred fifty-three point three 

2 (253.3), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

3 253.3 ANNUAL PUBLISHED HEPORT. The costs of care of 

4 residents of the county home shall be paid fro!'l, and receipts 

5 attributable to the care of residents thereof shall be credi.ted 

6 to, the fund established by section 4114.12. The costs incurred 

7 in any farming onerations conducted at or in connection ~!ith 

8 the countv home shall be paid from, and the receipts attribut-

9 able to such f(lr!:ting operations shall be credited to, tbe 

10 county poor: fund. In case of joint. use of e!'1ployees or 

11 facilities of the county ho~e, the cost!'; incurred shetll be 

12 prorated bet"leen care of patients and farl'1inq o!)erations in 

13 the rro~ortions the board of supervisors shall estimate is 

14 correct. The board of supervisors shall, during the month 

15 of January of each year, publish in the official papers of 

16 the county as part of its proceedings, a £;'nE\ne!i:l'!i-s-e.E\~e);\el'lt:-

17 ef-ehe-~eee~~t~ report of the operations of the county home,-

18 el"-eetll'lty and farm, !i:~efo':i:!e:i:I'I~--e.he-sf\l"e-el'l!1-e1:e1::i:n~-1:he-ee~l"ee-

19 t:hel"eef for the preceding calendar year, \'ihich l"e~el"1: shall 

20 ai5e-5e~-fer~h-~he-~e~ei-e~pe~~~~~l"ee-~heree~-e~d include: 

21 1. A financial statement showing specificHlly the receipts 

22 and the costs attributahle to care of residents. with the 

23 reasonahle cost o~ any food nroduced on the county far~ and 

24 consu~~ed by the residents of the county hOl'1e shown as a part 

25 of tile costs. 

26 2. A sep.J.r.J.te financi.al st<ltement shovd.n;! specifically 

27 the receipts and expenditures attributable to any farrr.inq 

28 oper.ations conc1ucted at or i.n connection .,ith the countl' 110ll'e. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

3. 

January 

parison 

Sec. 

A statc;"ent of the value of the property on 

1 of the year for \'lhich the report is made 
\·,i th the inventory of the previous year. 

2. Section two hundred fifty-three pOint 

33 Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

hand on 

and a com-

four (253. 11), 

3£, 253.4 STE\':i\RD. The board may of supervisors of any county 

35 in which a ccuntv home is est<lblished and operated under t!lis 
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1 chapter sllall appoint a steward of the county home, who shall 

2 be governed in all resp<'!cts by the rules and regulations 

3 of the i~ard and its committees, and may be re~oved by the 

4 board at its pleasure, and ,",he shilll receive sucll conpensation, 

5 perforn such duties, and give such security for his faitllful 

6 performance as the board may direct. Unless the person 

7 appointed is licensed under sections 147.118 through 1 117.130, 

8 inclusive, no ilppoint~ent of a stevlard shall become final 

9 until the county hOr,1e aclvisory board has n~vie\led the 

10 appointee's qualification;; and made a recommendation thereon 

11 to the board of supervisors, ',hich shall consider hut shall 

12 not he bound by tile recolilPlCndntion. The board of supervisors 

13 or its desiqnec shall inspect the books and accounts of the 

14 steward at leilst once each month. 

15 Sec. 3. Section tvlO hundred fifty-three point five (253.5), 

16 Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

17 253.5 ADr-IISSIOI;--LAf30R REQUIRED. 'I'he stewnrd shall receive 

18 into the county home any per;;on producing an order as hereafter 

19 provided, and enter in a book to be kept for thnt purpose, 

20 the nnme, age, and date of his reception, and mny require 

21 of peruons so admitted such reasonable and moderate labor 

22 as may be suited to their ages and bodily strength7-~1\e-

23 preeee89-ef-wh~eh7--~ege~he~-wi~h-~he-~eeei'~2-ef-~he-pee~-

24 farMT-sha~~-be-app~er~ia~ecl-~e-~he-~se-ef-~he-ee~R~y-he~e-

25 ift-9Heh-~anRe~-a9-~he-~ear~-~ay-ee~e~ffiine. 

26 Sec. 4. Section t\'lO hundred fifty-three point six (253.6), 

27 Code 1971, is amended by striking the section and inserting 

28 in lieu thereof the following: 

29 253.6 !-'tANNER OF ADHISSION. Residents Inay be admitted 

30 to the county home upon voluntnry application, by written 

31 order of the board of supervisors, or committed thereto by 

32 the corunission of hospitalization upon authorization of the 

33 board of supervisors. Patients of other institutions may 

• 34 be transferred to the county home vIi th approval of the hoard 

35 of supervisors. ne!>ic1cnts of the county home 811<111 conform 
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1 to the rules Clnd regulations of the home. 

2 Sec. 5. Section tHO hundred fifty-three pOint !;even 

3 (253.7), Code 1971, is amended by striking the section ilnd 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5 253.7 DEPJI.RTURE OR OISCI.'ARC';E. Residents admi tted to the 

6 county home upon voluntary application may cease to reside 

7 there at any ti!ne, but sha 11 not thereafter be entitled to 

8 resume residence without the approval of the board of 

9 supervisors, and they may be discharged from the home at any 

10 time the board of supervisors determines such discharge is 

11 in the best interest of the patient or the home. Resic1ents 

12 committed to the county home by the commission of 

13 hospitalization or transferred there from another institution 

14 shall he discharged or transferred to another institution 

15 at any time upon order of the commission or of the institution 

16 from which the patient was transferred to the county hore, 

17 as the case may be. 

18 Sec. 6. Section blO hundred fifty-three point eight 

19 

20 

(253.8), 

253.8 

Code 1971, is amended as follovls: 

VISITATION AND INSPECTION. The he~rd-5heii-eftM5e-

21 ehe county home ee shall be visited at least once a l"'onth 

22 by ene-ef-iee-botly the county home advi sory board, t-fftO \o,.hich 

23 shall carefully exur.line the condition of the ~HI\\a~ee residents 

24 and the manner in which they are fed and clothed and othendse 

25 provided for and treated, ascertain what labor the:,' are 

26 required to perform and whether recreational and 

27 rehabilitative programs suited to their needs are available, 

28 in9pee~-~he-beeh5-e~d-aeee~H~5-ef-ehe-5~eward determine 

29 whether the applicable requiren'ents of chapter 135C of the 

30 Code are bein~ ~et, and looy. into all matters pertaining to 

31 the county horne and its ~1'I"'flee5 residents, and report to the 

32 board of s\lf)ervisors. 
o 

33 f;ec. 7. "ection tl ... O hundred fifty-three point nine (253.9), 

31, Code 197.1 t i!; amended hy strik ing the "ection and inDertin9 

35 in 1 im! tl:cr"of the fo1101"in'1: 
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1 253.9 COUNTY IIOI-IE ADVISORY BOARD. In each county in \·,hich 

2 a county home is establi~hed and operated under this chapter, 

3 there shall be a county home advisory board. The board shall 

4 be composed of four members, as follows: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

1. A member appointed by the board of supervisors to 

represent the medical profession in the county. 

2. A member appointed by the board of supervisors to 

represent agencies, groups, or associations in the county 

interested either professionally or otherwise in mental healtll 

and the delivcry of mental health services to pcrsons in the 

county. For the purposes of this SUbsection the term "mental 

health" shall include efforts to combat mental retardation. 

3. The county director of social services, or his designee. 

4. A member representing the district office of the 

rehabilitation education services branch of the department 

of public instruction designated to serve the county. 

The members appointed by the board of supervisors shall 

receive tl"enty-five dollars per diem for each day actually 

devoted to the duties of their office, and shall serve for 

terms of two years beginning July 1 of the year in ~;hich they 

are appointed, except that in making the first appointments 

under this section the board of supervisors shall designate 

one appointee to serve a term of one year. 

24 Sec. 8. Section two hundred fifty-three point ten (253.10), 

2S Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

26 253.10 U;TTING OUT. The board of sunervisors i~-in.es~ecl-. 
27 ~~~h-a~efte~~~y-ee-~e~-e~e mav lease ~fte-~~~~e~e-ef-the-~ee~l-
2 8 ~~el-l-tfte-\:I~e-el'\tl.-eee\:lt'al'\e:r-ef. the county home t'met or its far!':: 
29 1 d t f" t' h'd" an 0 any person, _lorm, or corpora loon, on a lo .l<l!llS, 

30 for an initial oeriod of one year, and mav renew the lease 

31 ~,ith the same "arty for a-~e~~ee successive periods not 

32 exceeding thrce years. The board of supervisors shall reserve 

33 the right to cancel the lease at any time it finds the care 

.. 34 provided residents of the home inadequate or unsatisfvctorv, 

3S or at any time the lessee in any other Manner fails to abide 
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1 by terms of the lease. 

2 Sec. 9. Section two hundred fifty-three pOint eleven 

3 (253.11), Code 1971, is amended as follo,\'s: 

4 253.11 JOINT CARE BY TWO COUNTIES. ~'he board of super

S visors may, at its discretion and in the interests of effi-

6 ciency and economy ±~-~fle-eare-ef-±t5-~eer, enter into an 

7 agreement with the board of any adjoining county for the 

8 transfer of the ififflates residents of the county home of one 

9 of said counties to that of the other and for the mutual 

10 support and maintenance of said ifil!lates residents by said 

11 counties. The cost of maintaining and supporting said ±~fflete5 

12 residents shall be divided bet~:een the two counties upon 

13 an equitable basis to be mutually agreed upon by the joint 

14 boards of the contracting counties. 

15 Sec. 10. Chapter two hundred fifty-three (253) of the 

16 Code is amended by add in') the follo\'ling ne\'! s(lction: 

17 "SUPPORT OF RESIDENTS. Any resident admitted or committed 

18 to the county home, any other person legally bound for the 

19 support of the resident, and the estate of the resident or 

20 of any person le')ally bound for his support, shull be liable 

21 to the county for the cost of the resident's care at the 

22 county home, as determined on the basis of the most recent 

23 annual report of the operations of the county home. The 

24 liability may be enforced in the manner prescribed by sections 

25 two hundred thirty point t'venty-five (230.25) through t~;o 

26 hundred thirty point thirty (230.30) of the Code, however 

27 the board of supervisors may make a compromise settle~ent 

28 of any such liability when deemed in the best interest of 

29 the county." 

30 Sec. 11. Section two hundred thirty point t\venty-fivc; 

31 (230.25), Code 1971, i9 amended as follows: 

32 230.25 LIEN m' JI.SSrSTlINCE. Any assistance furni.shed under 

33 this chuptcr, or umler the nrovisionr. of ch,1pter 253 of the 

34 Code, shall be und constitute a lien 011 any real estate mmed 

35 by the person admitted or committed to such institution or 
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• 1 owned by either the hushand or the ,~ifc of such person. Such 

2 lien sh<111 be effective against the real estate oHned by the 

3 hushand or ,~i fe of such person only in the event that the 

• 

• 

4 name of the husband or the ,·,ife of such person is indexed 

5 hy the auditor. No lien inlposed by this statute against any 

6 real estate of a husband or ,·,ife of such person prior to July 

7 4, 1959 shall be effective against the property of such hushand 

8 or wife unless prior to July 4, 1960, the name of such husband 

9 or wife of such person shall be indexed. 

10 Sec. 12. Section two hundred thirty point h.'enty-six 

11 (230.26), Code 1971, is amended as follo~,s: 

12 230.26 AUDITOR TO KEEP RECORD. The auditor of each county 

13 shall keep an accurate account of the cost of the maintenance 

14 of any patient kept in any institution as provided for in 

15 this chapter, or cared for in the county ho~e, and keep an 

16 index of the n,"lmcs of th(-! persons ad~ittec'! or coc'mittecl from 

17 ~;uch county anti the indexing and the record of the account 

18 of such patient in the office of the county auditor s11all 

19 constitute notice of such lien. The name of the husband or 

20 the wife of such person designating such party as the spouse 

21 of the person adnitted or committed sh<111 also he indexed 

22 in the same manner as the names of the persons admitted or 

23 committed are indexed. 

24 Sec. 13. section tHO hundred thirty point b;enty-nine 

25 (230.29), Code 1971, is amended as follOl"s: 

26 230.29 RELEASING LIF.N. The board of supervisors of the 

27 county shall release liens accruing under the provisions of 

28 this chapter, or under the provisions of chapter 253 of the 

29 Code, when fully paid or ,·!hen compromised and settled by the 

30 board of supervisors or when the estate of Hhicll the real 

31 estate affected by this chapter is a pilrt hus been pro~·atcd 

32 and the procccds allovIilble have heen appli.cd on such liens. 

33 Sec. 111. Section tv'o hundred thirty point thirty (230.30), 

34 Code 1971, is a~cnded as follows: 

35 230.30 CLAI!-l ]\(;]I.INST ESTATE. On the death of a person 
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1 receiving or ~ .. ho has received assistance under the provisions 

2 of this chapter, or under the provisions of chapter 253 of 

3 the CO(le, the total amount paid for their care shall be allo\ .. ed 

4 as a claim of the ~eee~~ sixth class against the estate of 

5 such decedent. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill updates the present county home 1 a ..... to reflect 

8 more accurately the present use and mode of operation of 

9 county homes, and to take note of the requirements imposed 

lOon county homes by actions of the 63rd General l\ssel:'.bly, 

11 Second Session, in requiring licensing of nursing home 

12 administrators und revising the state's nursing homes law 

13 (chapter 135C of the Code). The bill creates a ne\" four-

14 member county home advisory board, composed of a doctor, a 

15 mental health representative, the county director of social 

16 services or his representative, and a reprcsentntive of the 

17 Rehabilitation Education Services Branch (formerly Division 

18 of Vocational Rehabilitation). This board takes over the 

19 responsibility of visiting and inspecting the county home 

20 once a month, \:hich is nm-, imposed by lal': upon the board of 

21 supervisors, and is given the added responsibility of 

22 determining whether the county home residents have available 

23 to them adequilte recreational and rehabilitative progTnm.<;, 

24 and whether the county home is complying v,ith the applicable 

25 requirements of the nursing home law. 

26 The bill makes certain provisions of chapter 230, relating 

27 to support of the mentally ill, applicable to support of 

28 county home residents. The effect of the ins~rtion of the 

29 \·;ord "sixth" in place of the vlord "second" in section 230.30 

30 is to make claims of the county against the estate of a 

31 decedent, ,,'ho is indebted to the county for care in a mental 

32 health institute or a county home, a sixth class claim rather 

33 than a second class claim, in conformity ~:ith the 1963 Towa 

34 probate code. 

35 Nany of the changes in present laH made hy this bill vJere 
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1 recommended by the legislative State r·lcntal Health Institutions 

2 Study Committee which functioned in 1967 and 1960. 
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