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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the issuance of marriage licenses. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 20' H.F. __ 

1 Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-five point four 

1971, is amended as follows: 2 ( 595 • 4), Code 

3 595.4 AGE AND QUALIFICATION--VERIFIEV APPLICATION--WAITING 

4 PERIOD--EXCEPTION. Previous to the issuance of any license 

5 to marry, the parties desiring such license shall sign and 

6 file a verified application with the clerk of the court which 

7 application either may be mailed to the parties at their 

8 request or may be signed by them at the office of the clerk 

9 of the district court in the county in which the license is 

10 to be issued. Such application shall set forth at least one 

11 affidavit of some competent and disinterested person stating 

12 such facts as to age and qualification of the parties as the 

13 clerk may deem necessary to detern,ine the competency of the 

14 parties to contract a marriage. Upon the filing of the appli-

15 cation for a license to marry, the clerk of the district court 

16 shall file the application in a record kept for that purpose 

17 a~ft-~e-:iee"Se-8fts::-ee-iss~ea-~"ei:-efte-expi~aeieft-er-ehree 

18 aays-£rem-ehe-aaee-er-£~:~ft~-efte-s~~:ieseie"~--A£eer-efie-

19 ex~~rae~eft-e£-eftree-asys-£re~-ehe-asee-e£-£~:~ft~-efte-e:erK-

20 sfta::-~ss~e-efte-:~eeftee-ee-ehe-~sre~ee-~f-fte-~s-saeief~ea-

21 ss-~e-~he-eem~eeeftey-ef-efte-~ar~~ee-ee-eeftersee-a-~arr~a~e. 

22 After expiration of three days from tile date of filing 

23 the application by the parties, the clerk shall issue the 

24 license if he is satisfied as to the con,);>etency of the parties 

25 to contract a marriage. If the license has not been issued 

26 

27 

\-/i thin one year 

cation shall be 

from the 

void and 

date of the application, the appli-

of no effect. 

28 A license to marry may be issued prior to the expiration 

2 9 :::o~f,-,t:::h",r:.e=e-=d:.::a:..;y>..;s:....f=r:::o.:.:m:......:t:::t;:;le=-d=a..:t:.::e:......:o:..:f=-f=i.::l.::i;,;n:.;gz-t::;h:.:.e=-:::a:.;p",p:..:l:.l.:.· c::.a=t.::i:.::o::.n:......;f:.:o::..r:o.-
30 such license in cases of emergency or extraordinary 

31 circumstances. An order authorizing the issuance of such 

32 license may be granted by a judge of the district court under 

33 conditions of emergency or extraordinary circumstances upon 

34 ap~lication of the parties therefor filed with the clerk of 

35 court. No such order may be granted unless the karties have 
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1 filed an application for a marriage license in a county within 

2 the judicial district. An application for such order shall 

3 be made on forms furnished by the clerk at the same time the 

4 a~plication for the license to marry is made. If after 

5 examining the application for the marriage license the clerk 

6 is satisfied as to the competency of the parties to contract 

7 a r.-,arriage, he shall refer the parties to a judge of the 

8 district court for action on the application for an ortier 

9 authoriziny the issuance of a marriage license prior to 

10 expiration of three days from the date of filing the 

11 application for the license. The judge shall, if satisfied 

12 as to the existence of an emergency or extraordinary 

13 circumstances, grant an oruer authorizing the issuance of 

14 a license to marry prior to the expiration of three days from 

15 the date of filing the application for the license to n;arry. 

16 The clerk shall issue a license to marry ukon kresentation 

17 by the parties of the order authorizing such license to Le 

18 issued. A fee of five dollars shall be paid to the clerk 

19 at the time the application for the order is made, which fec 

20 shall be in addition to the fee krescriLed by law for the 

21 issuance of a marriage license. 

22 Sec. 2. Section six hundred six point fifteen (606.15), 

23 subsection twenty-eight (28), Code 1971, is amended by striking 

24 such subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the follo;"in9: 

25 28. For issuing marriage licenses, five dollars each, 

26 and for issuing an application for an order of the district 

27 court authorizing the issuance of a license to marry prior 

28 to the expiration of three days from the date of filing the 

29 application for the license, five dollars each. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill would authorize the district court, upon proper 

32 application of the parties, to grant an order authorizing 

33 the issuance of a license to marry prior to the expiration 

34 of three days from the date of filing the application for 

35 the license. The court could grant such order if satisfied 
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1 as to the existence of an emergency or extraordinary 
2 circumstances. The application for the court order would 
3 be filed at the same time as the application for the license. 
4 An additional fee of five dollars would be charged for filing 
5 the application for the court order waiving the three-day 

6 waiting period. Also, there would be a time limit on the 
7 application for a marriage license. As the law is now written, 
8 the application would be good forever according to an opinion 
9 of the Attorney General. 
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