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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to, and providing criminal penalties for, the 

2 illegal termination of a pregnancy. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 
, 

S 

9 

10 

1 ~ 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



S. F. II'j-H.r. 

1 Section 1. For the purposes of this Act: 

2 1. MPhysician" means a person licensed to practice medicine 

3 and surgery pursuant to chapter one hundred forty-eight (148) 

4 of the Code, a person licensed to practice osteopathy pursuant 

5 to chapter one hundred fifty (150) of the Code, or a person 111 
6 licensed to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery pursuant 

7 to chapter one hundred fifty A (150A) of the Code. 

8 2. MHospital M means a hospital licensed by the state de-

9 partment of health. 

10 Sec. 2. Any person, other than a physician terminating 

11 a pregnancy in a hospital, who willfully administers a drug 

12 or other substance to a female person, or uses an instrument 

13 or other means on a female person, with an intent to terminate 

14 a pregnancy shall be guilty of a public offense. Any physi-

15 cian terminating the pregnancy of a female person after the 

16 twentieth week of gestation shall be guilty of a public 

17 offense. 

18 Any person violating the provisions of this section shall 

19 be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for not more 

20 than fifteen years and a fine of not more than three thousand 

21 dollars. 

22 Sec. 3. Nothing in this Act shall require a hospital or 

23 a person to participate in the termination of a pregnancy. 

24 Refusal by a hospital or a person to participate in the 

25 termination of a pregnancy shall not form the basis for a 

26 claim for damages or for disciplinary or other recriminatory 

27 action. 

28 Sec. 4. Section one hundred forty-seven point fifty-six 

29 (147.56), subsection six (6), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 
30 6. Procurement or aiding or abetting in the procurement 

31 of a er~M~ftai-abort~oft termination of pregnancy in violation 

32 of sections one (1), two (2), and three (3) of this Act. 
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Sec. 5. Section seven hundred seventy-three point thirty- • 

eight (773.38), subsection five (5), Code 1971, is amended 

as follows: 
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S.P. JI'IILF. 

1 5. An attempt to eemm*~-a~-~~iaw£~i-m~~ea~~*a~e-e£-e women 

2 terminate a pregnancy in violation of sections one (1), two 

3 (2), and three (3) of this Act, and the homicide resulting 

4 from such attempt. 

5 Sec. 6. No person shall advertise or write or print a 

6 circular or handbill, card, book, pamphlet, or advertise-

7 ment, or notice of any kind for general distribution, giv-

8 ing information, directly or indirectly, when, where, how, 

9 or by what means a preganancy may be terminated. 

10 Sec. 7. Chapter seven hundred one (701), Code 1971, is 

11 repealed. 

l2 EXPLANATION 

13 This bill repeals chapter 701 of the Code relating to 

14 abortion. It provides that termination of a pregnancy, other 

15 than by a licensed physician and surgeon, osteopathic 

16 physiCian, or osteopathic physician and surgeon within a 

17 hospital is illegal. No pregnancy shall be terminated after 

18 the twentieth week of gestation. The penalty for an illegal 

19 termination of pregnancy of not more than a fine of $3,000 

20 and not more than 15 years in the penitentiary is triple the 

21 present penalty. 

22 No woman can legally abort herself as the present law now 

23 allOWS as ruled by the Iowa Supreme Court. 

24 No hospital or person is required to participate in an 

2S abortion. 

26 Abortion advertising is ~rohibited. 
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