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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to obscenity and providing punishment for 

2 violations thereof. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, unless the 

2 context clearly indicates a contrary intent: 

3 1. "Minor" means any person under the age of seventeen 

4 years. 

5 2. "Nudity" means the showing of the human genitals, pubic 

6 area or buttocks with less than a full opaque covering, or 

7 the showing of female breast with less than a full opaque 

8 covering of any part thereof below the top of the nipple, 

9 or the depiction of covered male genitals in a discernibly 

10 turgid condition. 

11 3." Sexual conduct" means an act of masturbation, homo-

12 sexuality, sexual intercourse, or physical contact with the 

13 clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or fenlale 

14 breasts. 

15 4. "Sexual excitement" means the condition of human geni-

16 tals when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 

17 5. "Sadomasochistic abuse" means flagellation or torture 

L8 inflicted by a person dressed in undergarments, a mask or 

19 bizarre costume upon himself or another person, or the condi-

20 tion of being fettered, bound or otherwise physically 

21 restrained by a person so clothed. 

22 6. "Harmful to minors" means that quality of any descrip-

23 tion or representation of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 

24 excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse, when it: 

25 a. Predominately appeals to the prurient, shameful or 

26 morbid interest of minors. 

27 b. Is patently offensive to prevailing standards of the 

28 adult community as a whole with respect to what is suitable 

29 material for minors. 

30 c. Is utterly without redeeming social value for minors. 

31 7. "Kno~lingly" means having general knowledge of, or rea-

32 son to know, or a belief or ground for belief .:hich warrants 

33 further inspection or inquiry of both of the follOl-:ing: 

34 a. The character and content of any material described 

35 herein which is reasonably susceptible of examination by the 
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1 defendant. 

2 b. The age of the minor. 

3 Sec. 2. LEWDNESS--INDECENT EXPOSURE. Imy person ",ho knm-J-

4 ingly makes a lewd, indecent, or obscene exposure of his body 

5 or the body of another person, except to a consenting adult, 

6 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be 

7 punished br imprisonment in the county jail for a period not 

8 to exceed six months or be fined an amount not to exceed one 

9 thousand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

10 Sec. 3. LASCIVIOUS ACTS WITH t·ID'ORS. Any .. )(~rson over 

II eighteen years of age ",ho ~Jillfully commits any lel-Id, in:moral, 

12 or lascivious act in the presence, or upon or \·,i th the body, 

13 of a minor with the intent of arousing, appealing to, or 

14 gratifying the lusts, passions or sexual desires of hiDself 

15 or such minor, or of corrupting the morals of such minor shall 

16 upon conviction be punished by imprisonrr,ent in the peniten-

17 tiary not more than five years, or by imprisonment in the 

18 county jail not more than six months, or by a fine not to 

19 exceed one thousand dollars, or by both such fine and 

20 imprisonment. 

21 Sec. 4. EXPOSING MINORS TO HARMFUL ~~TERIALS. It is 

22 unlawfuL for any person knowingly to sell or loan for monetary 

23 consideration to a minor: 

24 1. Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion 

25 picture, film, or similar visual representation or image of 

26 a person which depicts nudity, sexual conduct or sadomaschistic 

27 abuse and which is harmful to minors. 

28 2. Any book, pamphlet, magazine, or any printed or written 

__ 29 material which contain visual representations or images of 
./ 

30 nudity, sexual conduct or sadomaschistic abuse, or explicit 

31 narrative descriptions or accounts of sexual exciterrent, 

32 sexual conduct, nudity or sadomaschistic abuse and which, 

33 taken as a whole, is harmful to minors. 

'~ 34 3. Any sound recording which contains verbal descriptions 

35 or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexual conduct 
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1 or sadomasochistic abuse and which, taken as a whole, 1S 

2 harmful to minors. 

3 Sec. 5. ADMITTING MINORS TO PRE1.JISES. It is unlmo:ful 

4 for any person knowingly to exhibit for monetary consideration 

5 to a minor, to sell to a minor an admission ticket or pass, 

6 or to admit a minor for a monetary consideration to the 

7 premises where there is exhibited, any motion picture, show 

8 or other presentation which, in whole or in part, depicts 

9 nudity, sexual conduct or sadomasochistic abuse and which 

10 1S harmful to minors. 

11 Sec. 6. PENALTIES. Any person who is convicted of violat-

12 ing any of the provisions of sections four (4) or five (5) 

13 of this Act, shall be punished by imprisonment 1n the county 

14 jail not to exceed one year or by a fine not to exceed one 

15 thousand dollars, or by both such fine and irr.prisonment. 

16 I,o person shall be guilty of violating the provisions of 

17 this Act under any of the following circumstances: 

18 1. Vihere such person had reasonable cause to believe that 

1~; t.he minor involved I,'as seventeen years old or more, and such 

20 •. inor exhibited to such person a draft card, driver's license, 

2! birth certificate or other official or apparently official 

22 document purporting to establish that such minor Has seventeen 

23 years old or more. 

24 2. If the minor was accompanied by his parent or guardian, 

2 S or the parent or guardian has in writing wai vea the application 

26 of this Act either generally or with reference to the 

27 particular transaction. 

28 3. l'ihere such person had reasonable cause to believe that 

29 the person accompanying the minor was the parent or guardian 

30 of such minor. 

31 4. hhere such person is a bona f ide school, museum, or 

32 public library, or is acting in his capacity as an er.cployee 

33 of such organization, or as a retail outlet affiliated ~ith 

34 and serving the educational purposes of such organization. 

35 Sec. 7. FALSE REPRESENTATION OF AGE. 
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1. It shall be unlawful for any minor to falsely represent 

to any person mentioned in section four (4) or five (5) of 

this Act, or to his agent, that such minor is seventeen years 

of age or older, with the intent to procure any material set 

forth in section four (4) of this Act, or with the intent 

to procure such minor's admission to any motion picture, show 

or other presentation, as set forth in section five (5) of 

this Act. 

9 2. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly make 

10 a false representation to any person mentioned in section 

11 four (4) or five (5) of this Act, or to his agent, that he 

12 is the parent or guardian of any minor, or that any minor 

13 is seventeen years of age, with the intent to procure any 

14 material set forth in section four (4) of this Act, or with 

15 the intent to procure such minor's admission to any n·;otion 

16 picutre, show or other presentation, as set forth in section 

17 five (5) of this Act. 

18 Sec. 8. WARRANTS FOR SEARCH AND SEIZURE. In addition 

19 to the provisions for obtaining a search warrant provided 

20 in chapter seven hundred fifty-one (751) of the Code, no 

21 application for a search warrant to seize any books, papers, 

22 pictures, circulars, motion pictures or other articles 

23 specified in section four (4) or five (5) of this Act, shall 

24 be issued until after notice has been given to the person 

25 whose premises are to be searched and whose property is to 

26 be seized and an adversary hearing has been held and a judicial 

27 determination made that such material is obscene. Such hearing 

28 shall be held within one week from the date of such search 

29 warrant application. 

30 Sec. 9. Chapter seven hundred twenty-five (725), Code 

31 1971, is repealed. 

32 EXPLANATION 

33 This bill will repeal the present law relating to obscenity 

34 in chapter seven hundred twenty-five (725) of the Code and 

35 enact new provisions. The bill defines terms relating to 
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1 obscenity and obscene behavior, prohibits obscene behavior 

2 particularly involving minors, prohibits the sale of obscene 

3 literature and other materials to minors, and provides criminal 

4 and misdemeanor penalties for violations. 
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