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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to park commissioners. 

2 Be It Enacted by the General.4.ssembly of the State of Iowa: 

3 Section 1. Section three hundred seventy point one (370.1), 

4 Code 1966. is hereby amended by adding thereto the following: 

5 "Any city operating under" commission form of government 

6 as provided in section three hundred sixty-three B point one 

7 (363B.l) of the Code shall not elect park commissioners as 

8 provided in this section. If park commissioners are serving 

9 at the time the commisgion form of government takes effect, the 

10 park commission may be abolished by ordinance and submission 

11 to the voters in the same manner as provided in this section 

12 for a city or town ha\'ing a population under thirty thousand." 

EXPLA~ATlON 

The city of Ottumwa had adopted the commission form of government 
with one councilman presiding over the department of parks as provided 
in the Code. At the Same time, that city still has a park commission and 
the Code pro\'ideg no way to abolish it. This bill will permit any city in 
this situation to abolish the park commission. 



1 Amend Sena.te File 1296 b,' striking lines ten (10). eleven 
2 (11) and twelve (12) and inserting in Jieu thereof the following: 
3 "city shall hold an election in which the following 
4 alterna.th·e3 are presented to the voters: 
5 Alternative 1. Aboli~h the park commission 
6 Alternative 2. Retain the park commission and abolish the 
7 duties pertaining to park,; of the councilman elected to preside 
8 over the department of parks and public property. 
9 Alternath'e 3. Retain the park commi.qsion to formulate 

10 policr for operation of the parks, with the councilman elected 
11 to preside over the department of parb "nd public property as 
12 the chief administrative officer of the park department. 
13 After such election iii held in which the voters approve 
14 either alternative two or three, the council shall by ordinance 
15 &pecify, in accordance with the mandate of the ,'oters. the dutjes 
16 ,md responsibilities of the park commission and the councilman 
17 elected to preside over the department of parks and public 

18 property." 
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