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1 An Act to forbid the use of the highways of this state to 

2 habitual offenders of the traffic laws, and to provide pun-

3 ishment for those who violate the provisions of this Act. 

,1 Be It Enacted by the GEncr(J/ A.~Re>nl>l1J oj the Slale oj [01CU: 

5 Section 1. As used in this Act, "habitual offender" means 

6 any person who hllR accumulated convictions for separate and 

7 distinct offenses described in sUbsections one (1), two (2), 

8 or three (3) of this section, committed after July 1. 1970 and 

9 within a ten-year period. as follows: 

10 1. Three Or more com'ictions, arising from separate acts, 

11 of the following offenses, either singularly or in combination: 

12 a. ilIanslaughtcr resulting- from the operation of a motor 

13 vehicle. 

14 t. Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of 

15 intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug. 

16 c. Dri\'ing a motor vehicle while operator'~ or chauffeur's 

17 license is suspended or revoked. 

18 d. Willfully operating a motor vehicle without a license. 

19 e. Perjury or the making of a false affidavit or statement 

20 under oath to the department of public safety. 

21 f. Any offense punishable as a felony under the motor 

22 \'ehicle laws of Iowa or any felony in the commission of which 

2:3 a motor vehicle is used. 

24 g. Failure to stop and leave information or to render aid 

25 as required by section three hundred twenty-one point two hun-
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drcd sixty-three (321.263) of th~ Code. 

2 h. Any violation of the traffic laws. except parking rcgu-

3 lations, committed onrinsr a period ()f !)uspension or revocation. 

4 2. Eight or more convictions of any ~epilrate and distin('t 

;3 offenses in the operation of a motor vehicle which are required 

B 10 be repurted tu the department of public safety by section 

';" three hunclrecl twenty-one point two hundred ::-~\"t'n (:121.207) of 

8 the Code. 

10 (~) uf thi:-: ~cttion :o5hall be deemed to include o(fen$~:::' nnde)' 

] 1 .;ny \'alid town. city. or county ordinance paralleling and SilU-

12 ;:;tsntiaIIy (:onf()rming t(l the p!"(wigions of the Code concernin~ 

14 The commissioner of public safety shall certify 

1:3 t hrcl' abstracts of the conviction reronl as maintained in the 

16 depnrtmenl or puul;c safety of any perwll who appears to be an 

17 hahitual o1Tend~r. ~o th~ ('()\Jllty attorney of the county if! which 

18 Ruth person re~ides. (lr to the attorney general if such person 

19 is not fl re~ident of thj:-5 state. The county attorney or nttomcy 

20 general. upon receiving the ab$tract from the commissioner 

21 of public safety, shall file a petition again:-;t th€" per~on named 

22 therein ill the district court or the state of Iowa In the county 

23 wherein such person resides or, In the case of a nonresident. 

24 in the district COllrt in Polk county. The petition shall re-

25 que,t the court to determine whether or not the pergon named 

26 therein is an habitual offender. 

27 Sec. !'I. The abstract certified hy the commi,sioncf may be 

28 admitted as evidence iI.' provided in section six hundred twenty-

29 two point furty-three (622.43) of the Code. Such abstract 

30 shall be prima facie evidence that the person named therein 

31 wag duly convicted hy the court wherein such conviction or hold-

32 ing was made of each offcn~e shown by such abstract; and if 

33 sueh person shall deny any of the facts as stated therein, he 

34 shall have the burden of proving that such i~ untrue. 

35 Sec. 4. Upon the filing of the petition, a judge of the 



• 

S. F. 1072 

1 district court "hall enter ~n order incorporating bJ' att<lch-

2 ment the aforesaid abstract and direct the person llamed 

4 

5 

(3 

-, 
8 

10 

11 

12 

therein as defendant to appear as ordered by the court and 

show cause why such person should not be barred from operating 

II motor vehicle on the highways of this state. A copy of the 

petition. the show cause order. and the ah,tract shall be 

served upon the person named therein as defendant in the same 

manner ~s ar. original notice. Service of notice on any nonresi

dent of this state may be made in the Same manner a~ provided 

in sections three hundred twenty-one point four hundred ninety

eight (:)21A98) through thr0c hundred twenty-one point fn'e 

hundred six (321.506), inelus;'·e. of the Code. 

18 Sec. 5. If the court finds thilt the defendant is net the 

14 same perw" name,l in the abstr:lct. or that the defendant is 

15 not an habitual olTender as provided in this Act. the pr~ceed-

16 ing shall be chsmissed. If the eourt find~ that the defendant 

1, is all habitual offender. the court shall by appropriate judg-

18 ment direct that such person not operate a motor vehide on 

19 the highways of this state for a period of tcn years. In such 

20 case the defendant ;;hall Sllrrender to the court all licenses 

21 or permits to operat.e a motor vehicle upon the highways of 

22 this state. The clerk of the court shall transmit a copy of 

23 such judgment together with any licenses or permits surrenderee! 

24 to the department of public safety. 

25 Sec. 6. :\0 license to operate a motor vehicle in this 

26 state shall be issued to the habitllal offender for a period of 

27 ten years from the date of judgment. 

28 Sec. 7. Jt shall be unlawful for any person convicted as 

29 an habitual offender to operate any motor vehicle in this 

30 Rtate while the judgment of the eOllrt prohibiting such opera-

31 tion remains in effect. Any person guilty of violating the 

32 provisions of thi, section shall upon conviction be punished 

33 by imprisonment of not less than onc nor more than five years. 

34 and no portion of such sentence shall be suspended; except 

35 that if the operation of a motor vehicle by such person was 
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1 requi!'ed by a situation of extreme emergency, said sentence, 

2 or any part thereof, may be suspended. 

3 Sec. 8. Xothing in sections one (1) through nine (9) of 

4 this Act shall be construed as amending, modifying, or repeal-

5 ing any existing law of this state or any ordinance of any 

6 political subdivision relating to the operation of motor 

7 vehicles, the licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles, 

8 or providing penalties for the violation thereof. 

EXPLAK ATIOK 

This bill will revoke, for a period of ten years, the driving privileges of 
those who consistently violate our traffic laws; the bill provides severe 
penalties for those who would continue to drive after such action is taken 
against them. 


