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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to cattle guards, fences, and depot grounds. 

Be It Enacted bll the General A.~sembly oj the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section four hundred seventy-eight point olle 

(478.1), Code 1966, is hereby amended as follows; 

1. By striking from lines three (3), four (4), and five 

(5), inclusive, the words "make proper cattle guards where 

the same enters or leaves any improved or fenced land, and'". 

2. By striking from line geven (7) the words uand cattle 

l'.'IIards". 

Sec. 2. Section four hundred se\,2nty-eight point seven 

(,178.7) and section four hundred seventy-eight point nine 

('178.9). Code 1966, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. Section four hundred seventy-nine point one nun· 

dr~d twenty-six (479.126), Code J966. is hereby amended by 

striking from line eight (8) the words "to 478.9, inclusive" 

"Me! inserting in lieu thereof the words "and four hundred 

,eventy-eight poini. eight (478.8)"'. 

EXPLA:-<ATIOl\ OF SE:-iATE FIlLE 419 

Cattle gU:lrd:; are no longer us(~d by any of the railroaus i.fl the state. 
1 hey are Q.x}Jensive to install and maintain, and da.n.2~rO\ls to animai~ and 
IJeopie. Thit: amellC1rr.ent doc~ n(,t in any way change the rallr-x.d:·; duty 
to fence. 

Sectior. 478.7 oeprive:-:: the railroads of the right to adequately investi
gate cattle cip.imo; and deprives them of the right to defend douhtful or 
"xitl!gel·,,;ed r:!aims without risking payment of double damage". It is 
obsolete, manifestly unfair. ano probably unconstitutional. 

Section 478.9 i~ obsoiete. Cities and towns now have the puwer under 
'fftion 398.42 to regtllate speed of trains subject to approval o( the COIT!

l1H?fCe commi!;~ion. Eight miles per hour may be too slow and in many 
instances will caUAe blocking of public crossings and consequent :raffic 
delays and tie-ups . 


