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Tapscott and Cunningham) 
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Appro\'ed 

A BILL FOR 
1 An 'Act relating to regi~tration of social worker,. 

2 Be It Ellacted by lh" GUleral ,1sl<embly of the Slalc oj lr>lt'" 

:> Section 1. I n order to safeguard the welfare and health ot 

4 the people of the state of Iowa. it shall be unlawful for an), 

5 person to represent himself or practice as a registered social 

6 worker or as a social work a~sociatc in this state. to use any 

7 title. abbreviation. sign. card. or device to indicate that 

X ~u(:h person is a registered social worker or a social work 

9 a::;::,oeiatc unless such person has been duly registered as such 

10 under the provisions of this Act. 

11 &·c. 2. As used in this Act. unless the context otherWISe 

12 reqlllres: 

13 1. "Social \v(,rker" means any person who n:ceive.'5 compensa-

14 tion. \\"hether on a full or part.time basis, to render sodal 

15 services to individual.s. gr(Jupg, (Il' communitieg in anyone Of 

16 more 01 the fields or ;:O'.t)dfli (·(t~ew(wk. sodal groilp work, coo1-

] 7 munity organizrtUon fo~" ~()cial weJf~u'c, social work research. 

18 social work education. or "o('ia! work administration. 

19 2. "Board" mear:~ the bO:Il"d 0~' ri..'gi:-3tratioll created by thi:, 

20 Act. 

21 Se(,. 3. There is hereby ('rea ted a board of regiStration 

22 consisting of five members nppointed by the governor. All per· 

23 sons so appointed shall be regi:<tered or ,hal! be eligible to 

24 be registered under the prodsions of this Act. 

25 Sec. 4. Members of the first board shall be appointed iJy 
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the governor, within ninety day~ of the effective date of this 

2 Act, and shall be subject to the consent of the senate. The 

3 Ii'""t board shall be selected from persons who med the ba.,ic 

4 requirement~ of registration as a regb:tered gocial worker as 

5 provided in this Act. Upon taking- office, the. members of the 

6 tirst board shall be issued appropriate certincates of rcgi~· 

7 tration. and they shall serve the following tt~rms. (In(~ member 

8 for one year. one memher for t\\.'o years, one member for three 

9 yean;, one member' for four ~fe~r:-!, allo on~ member for five years. 

10 Thereafter, at the expiration of the term of each member, the 

11 governor shall appoint. subje,t to the COni'en\ 01 the ",'nate, 

12 a successor for a term of fixe years, the seledion to be made 

13 from pergons who are regigtered social workers. Vacancies on 

14 the board shall be filled in the same manner for the b,dance 

15 of the unexpired term. Members of the board may be removed 

16 from office for cause in the manner provided by chapter sixty· 

17 six (66) of the Code. 

18 Sec. 5. The ho~rd 'hall organi"e Immediately aftcr the 

19 appointment and qualification of the memUeI" thereof. Th" board 

20 shall eiect annually from its membership a chairman. vice-

21 chairman, and oecretary. Three members of the board shall con-

22 stitu\.(: it quorum. The board shall meet 'lll the Dr't Tuesday 

23 of January and the first Tue$day of .J uly of p.ach .\'ear, and 

2,1 upon the call of the chairman or the wrltkn n~qill;::;t of three 

25 memters of the board. 

26 Sec. 6. The board if; autilorizcd to adopt :-:w:h j"ulc:-5 and 

27 regulations as might ue necessary to enable it to carry intn 

28 effect the provisions of this Act. The board <hall recommend 

29 for regigtration only duly qualified applic"ni,. Th" boal'd 

30 shall: 

31 1. Re\'iew appli<:ati(Jn~ for regigtration:-; at least twice each 

32 year. 

33 2. De\'elop an examination to determille an applicant', quali-

34 tication~ a:-; a sod.1i WOl"k 3s::wciate and cause the examination 

35 to be admini,tcl'ed. 
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1 3. Adopt policies governing the renewal of regist1"ation of 

2 duly qualified applicants. 

3 4. Have the power to conduct hearings upon charges taIling 

4 for revocation or sURpension of a registration. 

S 5. Caus" the pro~ecution of all persons violating this Act. 

6 6. Keep a record of all its proceediI1gs. 

7 The board may utilize such other persons as may be nece,,-%ry 

8 to carryon the work of the board. 

9 Sec. 7. The members of the board shall sene without corn-

10 pensation, but shall be entitled to receive reimbursements from 

11 the stHte of Iowa for all necessary and actual expenses incurred 

12 in the performance of their duties. 

13 Sec. 8. The Iowa 'tate department of social ,"rvice, shall 

14 keep a current l·egi~tl.'r open to lJublic irt~pectjon of the names 

15 of 4ualified registered social v.·orkers and social woi"k as~wci-

16 al.e. d~signated by th~ board of rej!istration. The Iowa state 

17 department of social services shall, at least annually, make 

18 """iiable a current copy of the list of regist<!red social work-

19 ers ann s()ciai v .. 'ork associates to the county departments of 

20 "oti,,1 we:fare ano nther r~Jated offiees of each county. 

21 :Sec. 9. Any applkant for registration a~ a regi<tered 

22 ,ucial worker shal! submit to the board written evidence on 

23 forms furnished by the board verifying th"t such applicant has 

24 graduated and received a masters or higher degree froin a school 

25 of sotial work. aC~l'edited by the council on social work educa-

26 tion or its predecessor organization. 

27 Ano' applicant for registration as a social work ai;sociate 

28 shall submit to the board written evidence on forms furnished 

29 by the board "erifyin~ that said applicant has a baccalailreate 

30 degree from a four-year college or university, two-years post-

31 j!raduate experience in one of the fields of social work, and 

32 is currently employed ih otte of the fields of social work. The 

3.~ applicant for registration as a social work associate must pass 

34 the examination required under this Act. 

35 An appi!tant who is registered as a registered social worker 
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1 or a8 a social work associate in another state, territory of 

Z the United States, or a Canadian pro,'ince which has substan­

;1 tially identical requil'ements as this Act and which provides 

4 for similar registration without examination for persons issued 

5 certificates under this Act, shall be considered qualified for 

6 appropriate registration as registered social worker or social 

7 work associate in this state. 

8 Sec. 10. The board shall develop an examination to deter-

9 mine an applicant's qualifications for registration as a social 

:0 work associate. The examination shall be administered at least 

11 twice during each calendar year. The examination shall include 

12 an oral interview and a written examination. The questions in 

:a the written examination shall be designed to meaHure the appli­

.14 cant's knowledge of Iowa statutes, rllle~, and regulations in 

15 regard to child welfare, public assistance, family welfare, re-

: 6 habilitation, and mental health; historical and technical lit-

l7 erature in the field of social welfare; basic. scientific infor-

18 mation, skills, and techniques pertaining to social welfare; 

19 and current events and developments affecting social welfare. 

~O Sec. 11. The applicant shall receive a certificate of regi .... 

n tration as a registered social worker or social work associate 

~z when the board has determined that the applicant meets the quali-

23 fications required and shall then be so listed by the Iowa state 

~4 department of social services. 

25 Sec. 12. The initial biennial fee for registration shall be 

26 ten dollars. Subsequent regiRtration fees shall require a fee 

27 of not exceeding ten dollars to be set at the diRCretion of the 

28 board. The board shall also establish rules for reinstatement 

29 of a lapsed registration, and the fee shall not exceed twenty 

30 dollars as established at the discretion of the board. All fees 

31 collected under the provisions of this Act shall be remitted 

:12 to the state treasurer for deposit in the general fund of the 

:3a "tate. 

34 Sec. 13. Any person who has received the certificate of 

35 registration as a registered social worker shall have the right 
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1 to use the title ar.d abbreviation, regi~tcted :')utiai worko?!', 

2 (R.S.\\'.). Any person receiving" the ccrtific~~te of registration 

3 as a :-5ocial work a~sociate shull have the right to iJ;jC the title 

4 and abbreviation, sotial work agsociate, (S.W.A.). );0 other 

5 person shall use such title or abbrcYiatioll, or any other word 

6 or letters, signs, figures, or device~ to indicate that the 

7 per:'lOll using the same is a registered social \VOrkel· Or a social 

8 work associate. 

9 Sec. 14. The certificate of each per.;oll regigtered "neer 

10 

: I 

12 

13 

!4 
1 • -" 
16 

the provisions of this Act shall expire on the first day of 

August of each two-year period. The board shall verif;' current 

lists of the registered social workel's and social work associ­

ate~ and shall mail, at least one month prior to the expiration 

date, application for the renewal of registration to each per­

son to whom a registration has been i"tled during the current 

two-year period. Each person so regiAlered, who desire, to re-

17 new his registration, shall, on or before the first day of 

18 August of every two-year period, tile with the board such re-

19 newal application duly executed and accompanied with the renewal 

~o fee. lJpon receipt of "nch application and payment of the fee. 

21. the accuracy of the application shall be veri tied, and the Iowa 

22 state department of social services shall issue :l renewal cer-

2:~ tificate of registration as a registered social worker 0r as 

24 a social work associate. 

25 Sec. 1!). The registration of any registered social worker 

26 or social work associate may he suspended or revoked by the 

27 board of registration upon proof that such registered social 

28 worker or social work associate: 

~9 1. Has been found guilty of fraud or deceit in connection 

30 with sen'ices rendered as a registered social worker or social 

31 work associate or in establishing qualifications under this 

32 article. 

33 2. Has aided or abetted a perSOn, not a duly registered 

34 social worker or social work associate, in representing him-

35 self as a registered social worker Or as a social work associ-



s. Y. 396 -6-

1 ate in the :-:tale of Iowa. 

2 ~. Has failed to r'egister and continues to repn":-;.ellt him~ 

5 

7 

8 

9 

jO 

11 

~elf ag a regi!'5tel"ed ~ocial wori<cr Or as i1 social W()l'j.,; ~:s...:.oci· 

ate beyond the expiration date of hi~ prior registration. 

4. Has h('en found guilty of unprofessional conduct pur"",r.! 

io the rules c'tabli~hed by the board. 

,"Vhen fi xworn complaint is flied with the board chRr~ing a 

person with any of the prohibited actions specitlrd in this 

Act. the board of registration ~ha!l immediately in\·e~;tii~·;~t!' 

~uch charges. or the board after investigation may in.,"!;I~I~e 

chargeg, If such inve~tigation shall re\"f~al l'easonablf> g-l"ouno:=:. 

fot helieYing that th(~ per.:;on i~ g'uilty of the chan:c::'. \'''(' 

1:1 cause i, C(IP:' of the ch;!r~.!"e ... l()g'ether with a notice (If the time 

17 for the hearinp:. At the hearing :he accu~ed ~hal1 ~l;;n~ "·l:e 

18 J·jg-ht 1-0 appe~:r PCl's()ll:,llv, or by counsel. 01' both. to lH"ud~i{"~ 

19 witnes~(~s and evidence on hi:, behalf. to crQ:-:-;"ex;,:m:n:? \.:Jf:.-

~o neHses, and «, h'LVe ,,"ilpoena, ,,,,ucd bv the bo"rd. To,' ,,'I ,,"-

21 daHce of witnc~s(':~ and : he production of hool\s" doc UJr. t:".J:.":' , ~r,d 

22 papers at the hearing may be compelled by subpoena issued b,· 

:;:{ the boaed. At the hearing the chairman of the bonr~ ,h,,;: 

25 of the hearing, The hoat'<l shall not be bound o.v" strict rules. 

26 Or I,rotedure. or by the laws of evidence in the cnn<iuc:t of il~ 

28 

pnx;eeuinj:s, but the determination ,hall be i.>ased upon .<ufli­

dent ;egal evidence, Jf the ;It('u~ed i!-: found guilty of the 

29 chc4l"ges, the board may refuse to i,::;:sue ~ reg'i:.;tration to the 

30 applicant. revoke or ~u~penrl the registration. or other\\'i~e 

:\1 diHCiplin€ stich person. 

:.;2 A revoked or suspended n:gi:strcition may be reviewed at the 

33 discretion of the board. 

34 Sec, 16. An appeal for ,'ehetlril1l(' before the tK,,'rd from xnr 

35 decision or order from the board may be mnde by the aggrieved 
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1 party within thirty clays from time such decision or order is 

2 maM. Thercstftcr, proceedings for judicial review may be com-

3 menced in tbe district court of Polk Coullty. :\othing in this 

4 Act ,hajj be construed to limit or otherwise infringe "PO" the 

5 right "f the individual to se"k due proce>; .. of law. 

6 Soc. 17. After .July 1. 1970, any per~on, not duly regis-

7 tet<d a:; a registered social worker or social work as~ociate 

l:\ in the state of Iowa. or having had his registration suspended 

9 or revoked. who shall continue to repreMnt himself M a regis-

10 tered !;(leial worker or as a social work associate shall be 

11 guilty of a misdemeanor and punished according to the provi-

12 sions of section six hundred eighty-sevell point se,'en (687.7) 

13 of the Code. 

14 Set. 18. When it appear:; to the board that any pel'son is 

15 violating any of the provisions of this Act, it may cause to 

16 be instituted an action. commenced in the name of the board. 

17 to enjoin such "iolation in a court of competent jUl'i5diction. 

18 and the court may enjoin any person from violating any of the 

19 provjoions of this Act witbout regard to whethPr proceeding~ 

20 hh YO been c>r may be instituted under the provi~ions of thb 

21 Act. 

22 Set. 19. The board shall enforce the provi.ion, or this 

23 Act and it shall be exempt from pro\'iding wrety for the cost 

24 of commencement of any legal proceedings under this A(~t. 

25 Sec. 20. Xe>thing in this Act shall be con~trued to limit 

26 the activities, services. and the USe of official title On the 

27 part of any person, provided that no title shall be used which 

28 induJe> the term "reghtered social worker" or "social work 

29 associate" or the abbreviations "R.S.W." or "S.W.A." by any 

30 person not qualified to do so. 

31 Sec. 21. A person duly registered as a registered social 

32 worker or social work associate under the provisions of thi~ 

:{:, Act shall not be required to disclose a communication made by 

34 his client to him or his advice given thereon, in the courSe 

:>,5 of hi, professional employment, nor 3hall any clerk. stenoB'-
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1 raphe I", or other person working for the same employer as a 

2 registered social worker or social worl< associate, or for the 

3 relrilltert><l soda I worker or social work associate, be allowed 

4 to disclose any such communication or Ilddce given theTl!(m, 

5 except: 

6 1. That a registered social worker or social work associate 

7 may disclose such information as t.he client may authorize. 

S ~. That a registered social worker or social wo .. k associate 

9 shall not be required to treat as confidential a communication 

10 by a client which reveals the contemplation of a crime or a 

11 harmful act. 

12 3. Whe .. e the client is a child. under the age of sixteen. 

13 and the information acquired by the registe .. ed social worker 

14 or social work as~ociate indicates that the client has been 

15 the victim or subject of a crime or hal'miul act. the regi:;tered 

16 sodal worker or social work associate may be "equired to (es­

Ii tify in relation thereto upon any examination. trial. or the 

18 proceeding in which the commission of such crime or harmful 

19 act is a subject of inquiry. 

EXPLA:\ATION OF SENATE FILE 396 

With the increa,e of social problems in our ~ociety, the peop!~ in need of 
accurate ad"ice and the numbers of people engaged in social work, the 50-

dal workers themselves are recommending' that for the protection of those 
person)o; asking for $ocial ~ervice ad\'ire, it has hecomc neCl'5;.tary to set 
standards for social workers. This ad has to do with the registration of 
sodal workers. creating a board of registration. setting: ,tandards and 
qualifications f02:....registered social workers, and providing for enforcement 

FISCAL NOTE 

SENATE FILE 396 

Date prepared April 7, 1969 
Requested by Senator Kosek. 
Prepared in regard to SenatQ File 396, a bill for an act relating to 

registration of social workers. 
Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative proposal aa 

required by Rule 47: 
ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST OF AN ACT RELATING TO 

THE REGISTRATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS· 
1st Year $30,000 
2nd Year 30,000 
3rd Year 30,000 
4th Year 30,000 
5th Year 30,000 

·It is estimated that most of this expense v.;ll be covered by dues. 

Filed 
April 7, 1969 

GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal Director 
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1 Amend Senate File 396 as follows: 
2 1. By striking from page 1, line 22 and line 23, the words "All 
3 persons" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "Three members of 

4 board". the 

5 2. By inserting after line 24. page 1, the following new sentence: 
6 "Two members shall represent the general pUblic." 
7 3. By striking from psge 2, lines 3 through 13, inclusive, and 
8 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "first board shall be appointed 

with 
9 one member to serve for one year, one member to serve for two years, 

10 one member to serve for three years, one member to serve for four 

years, 
11 and one member to serve for five years. As each of the foregoing 

terms 
12 expires, the governor shall appoint, subject to the consent of the 

senate, 
13 a successor for a term of five years having the same qualifications as 

the 
14 member whose term e""ired. Upon taking office the members of the 

first 
15 board eligible to be registered under the provisions of this Act shall be 
16 issued appropriate certificates of registration. Vacancies on". 
Filed 
April 15, 1969 By CO)IMlTTEE OK SOCIAL SERVICES 


