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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to employment safety in construction work involv-

2 ing ditching and trenching operations. 

3 Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

4 Section 1. It is hereby declared to be the policy of this 

5 state that any excavation work in connection with building and 

6 ditching or trenching operations is dangerous to life and limb 

7 and that such work requires the implementation of the highest 

8 safety standards for the protection of employees and the gen-

9 eral public. 

10 Sec. 2. No contractor, subcontractor, or any other person 

11 who has received a construction contract, or any part thereof, 

12 public or private, or is otherwise engaged in construction work, 

13 involving trenching or ditching operations shall require or 

14 permit any employee to enter or work in any such trench or 

15 ditch which is not safe. 

16 Sec. 3. The sides of all trenches or ditches which are 

17 forty-eight inches or more in depth, and where the earth is 

18 not sloped to any angle, shall be securely held by shoring. 

19 When the sloping of trenches or ditches does not extend to 

20 the bottom of such trench or ditch, shoring shall be required 

21 to support the vertical part of such trench or ditch. Shoring 

22 shall extend not less than twelve inches above the bottom of 

23 the slope in such trenches. 

24 When trenches are undercut, they shall be shored to safely 

25 support the overhanging material. 
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1 Sec. 4. No shoring will be required in trenches or ditches 

2 under the following conditions: 

3 1. Where no persons will be required to enter into ()r work 

4 in such ditches or trenches. 

5 2. Where such ditches or trenches are cut in solid rock. 

6 Sec. 5. The shoring shall be installed immediately after 

7 the ditch or trench has been dug to insure the highest degree 

8 of safety for all persons including those persons installing 

9 such shoring. 

10 Where a back hoe or ditching machine is used, shoring shall 

11 be placed as close as possible to the lower end of the boom. 

12 Sec. 6. All shoring., bracing, or sheet piling shall be con-

13 sistent with the magnitude of the work and the character of the 

14 soil in which the trench or ditch is dug. 

15 Wood materials used for shoring shall be sound straight-

16 grained timber equal to long leaf yellow pine, douglas fir, 

17 or other timber of equal strength. AU timber shall be as 

18 free as possible from splits, shakes, or knots, and no less 

19 than two inches in thickness. 

20 Metal shoring of equal or superior strength may be used in 

21 lieu of timber, and such metal shoring may be required in ditches 

22 or trenches which exceed ten feet in depth. 

23 Sec. 7. The commissioner of labor shall employ such inspec-

24 tors as are required to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

25 Such inspectors may be licensed architects or engineers, or 

26 qualified municipal officials. The fees of such inspectors 

27 shall be paid by the contractor or other person engaged in 

28 trenching or ditching work. A fee scheduled for such inspections 

29 shall be set by the labor commissioner. 

30 The commissioner of labor may accept, without cost to the 

31 state, inspections performed by insurance company inspectors 

32 or other qualified inspectors. No inspection made by an in-

33 surance company inspector or such other inspector shall impose 

34 any liability upon the inspector, the insurance company, or 

35 such other person employing the inspector except in the case 
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1 of negligence in making such inspection . 

2 Sec. 8. No contractor, subcontractor, or any other person 

3 shall begin any excavation work in connection with building 

4 and trenching operations until such time as a licensed engineer 

5 or other qualified person has determined the soil composition 

6 of the area and the requisite safety precautions necessary to 

7 insure the safety of all persons who must work in or near the 

8 site of excavation. In determining the requisite safety stan-

9 dards to be applied in each case, the engineer or other qualified 

10 person shall consider, but not be limited to, the following: 

11 1. Soil type and conditions. 

12 2. Hydrostatic pressure. 

13 3. Depth of the excavation. 

14 4. Shape of the trench. 

15 5. Time the ditch will be left open. 

16 6. Temperature. 

17 7. Vibrations. 

18 Sec. 9. On completion of the investigation made by the en-

19 gineer or other qualified person, a report of the findings and 

20 recommendations shall be filed with the bureau of labor. 

21 Sec. 10. No person will be allowed to enter or work in any 

22 excavation until such site has been declared safe by a bureau 

23 of labor inspector. 

24 Sec. 11. Upon receiving a building or construction contract, 

25 public or private, the contractor shall give notice of such con-

26 tract to the bureau of labor. The notice shall contain the 

27 following information: 

28 1. Date of the award of the contract. 

29 2. The person who let the bid. 

30 3. General description of the work to be done. 

31 4. Amount of excavation work to be done. 

32 5. Date at which construction will commence. 

33 6. Date scheduled for completion. 

34 7. Location of the project . 

35 Sec. 12. The commissioner of labor shall promulgate such 
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1 rules and regulations as are necessary to promote the highest 

2 safety standards in trenching and ditching operations. Such 

3 rules and regulations shall be published and distributed to 

4 all persons engaged in trenching and ditching operations in 

5 this state. 

6 It shall be the duty of the commissioner of labor to en-

7 force the provisions of this Act. The commissioner of labor 

8 and inspectors of the bureau of labor shall have the right 

9 to enter and inspect any place where excavation work is being 

10 done at any reasonable time in order to determine compliance 

11 with the provisions of this Act. If a contractor, subcontractor, 

12 or any other person fails to comply with the proposed safety, 

13 standards, the commissioner of labor may seek injunctive re-

14 lief to compel compliance with safety standards. 

15 Sec. 13. Any contractor, subcontractor, or other per',on 

16 who violates the provisions of this Act shall be subject to 

17 a fine of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five 

18 thousand dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail for not 

19 less than thirty days nor more than one year, or both. Each 

20 day such violation continues shall constitute a separate of-

21 fense. 

EXPLANATION OF SENATE FILE 346 

As a result of ditching and trenching operations many workmen (five on 
one project) have lost their lives. These losses have resulted from weak
nesses in the present laws and a tendency on the part of contractors to 
circumvent the law for reasons of economic expediency at the sacrifice of 
human life. 

This bill provides for increased safety inspection, greater detail of re
quired safety practices and increased penalties for violation. 

1 Amend Senate File 346, page two, line 29, by striking the words 
2 "labor commissioner" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "com

missioner 
3 of labor". 

Filed 
March 13, 1969 By McGILL 
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