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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to theft or conversion of a trade secret. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context 

otherwise requires: 

1. "Article' means any object. material, device. or sub

stance, or copy thereof, including any writing, record, record

ing, drawing, sample, specimen, prototype, model, photog-raph, 

blueprint, or map. 

2. "Representing" means describing, depicting. containing, 

constituting, reflecting, or recording. 

3. "Trade secret" means the whole or any portion or phasc 

of any scientific or technical information. design, process, 

procedure, formula, or improvement, or any business plans, 

financial information, or listing of names, addresses, or tele

phone numbers, which has not been published or disseminated, 

or otherwise become a matter of general public knowledge. Such 

scientific or technical information, design, process, procedure, 

formula, or improvement, or any business plans, financial infor

mation, or listing of names. addresses. or telephone numbers 

is presumed to be secret when the owner thereof takes measures 
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1 desig-necl to prevent it, in lhe ordinary course of business, 

2 from being available to persons other than those selected 

3 by the owner to have access thereto for limited purposes. 

4 4. "Copy" means any facsimile, replica. photogr"ph. or 

5 reproduction of an urtide, or' any n()te, drR\.ving, or sketch 

6 made of or from an article. 

7 Set.:!. 1\0 person shall, with intent to deprive or with-

8 hold from the owner thereof the control of i' \t'",le secret. or 

9 with intent to conwrt a trade seCl'et to his own uoe or the use 

10 of another, obtain posse"ion of or ac(;es;,; to an article repre-

11 senting a trade secret. 

12 Sec. 3. No person, having obtained possession of an ~_rticle 

13 l'epresenting- a trade secret or access thereto with the owner's 

11 consent, shall convert stich article to his own use Or that of 

15 another person, or thereafter without the owner's consent make 

16 or cause to be made a copy of such ilt'ti<;\e, or exhibit such 

17 article to anothe!:. 

18 Sec. 4. 1\0 person shall, by force. dolence, threat. bnbe. 

J \) reward. or o(fer of anything of value on or to anothe" per~on 

20 or member of his family, obtain or attempt to obtain from such 

21 other person an article representing a trade secret. 

22 Sec. 5. )/0 person sball, without authorization, enter upon 

the premises of another with intent to obtain po~session of or 

access to an article representing a trade secret. 

25 Sec. 6. Any perSOll, firm, partnership. or corporation vio-

26 lating the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction 

27 thereof, be fined not less than one hundred dollars and not to 

28 exceed five hundred dollars. A separate offense shall occur for 

29 each day the provisions of this chapter are violated. 

EXPLA?\ATION OF SE:\ATE FILE 250 

This bill prohibits the theft or conversion of trade secrets, which are 
specifically defined in the bill, when the owner of "lch trade secret does 
not give his consent for the use of such trade sccrets. 
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1 An Act relating to theft or conversion of a trade secret. 

2 Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

3 Section 1. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context 

4 otherwise requires: 

5 1. "Article" means any object, material, device, or sub-

6 stance, or copy thereof, including any writing, record, record-

7 ing, drawing, sample, specimen, prototype, model, photograph, 

8 blueprint, or map. 

9 2. "Representing" means describing, depicting, containing, 

10 constituting, refiecting, or recording. 
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12 of any scientific or technical information, design, process, 
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1 designed to prevent it, in the ordinary course of business, 

2 from being available to persons other than those selected 

3 by the owner to have access thereto for limited purposes. 

4 4. "Copy" means any facsimile, replica, photograph, or 

5 reproduction of an article, or any note, drawing, or sketch 

6 made of or from an article. 

7 Sec. 2. No person shall, with intent to deprive or with-

8 hold from the owner thereof the control of a trade secret, or 

9 with intent to convert a trade secret to his own use or the use 

10 of another, obtain possession of or access to an article repre-

11 senting a trade secret. 

12 Sec. 3. No person, having obtained possession of an article 

13 representing a trade secret or access thereto with the owner's 

14 consent, shall convert such article to his own use or that of 

15 another person, or thereafter without the owner's consent make 

16 or cause to be made a copy of such article, or exhibit such 

17 article to another. 

18 Sec. 4. No person shall, by force, violence, threat, bribe, 

19 reward, or offer of anything of value on or to another person 

20 or member of his family, obtain or attempt to obtain from such 

21 other person an article representing a trade secret. 

22 Sec. 5. No person shall, without authorization, enter upon 

23 the premises of another with intent to obtain possession of or 

24 access to an article representing a trade secret. 

25 Sec. 6. Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation vio-

26 lating the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction 

27 thereof, be fined not less than one hundred dollars and not to 

28 exceed five hundred dollars. A separate offense shall occur for 

29 each day the provisions of this chapter are violated. 

EXPLANATION OF SENATE FILE 250 

This bill prohibits the theft or conversion of trade secrets, which are 
specifically defined in the bill, when the owner of such trade secret does 
not give his consent for the use of such trade secrets. 
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