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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to newspaper editorials. 

2 Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of iMC(I.: 

3 Section 1. No newspaper shan publish any editorial com· 

4 mentary, the subject matter of which expresses the personal 

5 opinion, attitude, or belief of the author, or reflects upon 

6 any public or private per~on, group of persons, firm, corpora· 

7 tion, partnership, or oth~r association of persons, wh~t.her 

8 such editorial expresses a favorable or unfavorable opinion, 

9 attitude, or belief concerning the subject matter without 

10 first identifying the author of such editorial comment by 

11 affixing his name thereto, 

12 Any person violating the proviRions of this section shall 

13 be guilty of a misdemeanor .. and upon conviction shan be 

14 fined not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dol-

15 lars. 

EXPLA..'I'ATIO:-l' OF SENATE FILE 247 

Many newspaper editorials reflect personal opinions of the author with. 
out identifying the person writing such editorials, Since such editorials 
may have an effect upon many persons and businesses, the opportunity to 
respond to the author should be available and his qualifications to write 
such editorials should be public knowledge. Thig bill attempts to carry 
out these objectives . 



1 Amend Senate File 247 as follows: 
2 1. By striking the words "newspaper editorials." 
3 in line 1 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "news-
4 papers." 
5 2. Add the following new section: 
6 "All headlines and captions shall be relevant to 
7 the news story to which they relate and the author of 
8 such headline or caption shall affix his name thereto. 
9 "Any person violating the provisions of this 

10 section shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction 
11 shall be sentenced pursuant to Sec. 789.13 Code of Iowa, 
12 and shall be released only after three qualified psych i-
13 atrists attest to the rehabilitation of the person and 
14 that he is capable of writing relevent headlines and 
15 captions." 
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