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A BILL FOR 
An Act authorizing the use of electronic voting systems. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 
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Section 1. The purpose of this Act is to authorize the 

use of electronic voting systems in which the voter records 

his votes by means of marking or punching a ballot or one 

(1) or more ballot cards, which are so designed that votes 

may be counted by data processing machines at one (1) or more 

counting places. 

Sec. 2. As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

1. "Tabulating equipment" means apparatus necessary to 

automatically examine and count votes as designated on 

ballots and data processing machines which can be used for 

counting ballots and tabulating results. 

2. "Ballot card" means a ballot which is voted by the 

process of punching. 

3. "Ballot labels" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages, 

or other materials containing the names or officers and 

candidates and statements of measures to be voted on. 



S.F. 521 -2-

12 4. "Ballot" means ballot cards, ballot labels, and paper 
13 ballots. 

14 5. "Counting location" means one (1) or more locations 

15 selected by the county auditor for the processing or counting 

16 of ballots by tabulating equipment. 

17 6. "Electronic voting system'' means a system of casting 

18 votes by use of marking devices and tabulating ballots employing 
19 tabulating equipment. 

20 7. "Marking device" means an apparatus 1n which ballots 

21 or ballot cards are inserted and used in connection with a 

22 punch apparatus for the piercing of ballot cards by the voter 

23 or any approved device for marking a paper ballot with ink or 

24 other substance which will enable the ballot to be tabulated by 

25 means of tabulating equipment. 

1 Sec. 3. 1. Electronic voting systems may be used in 

2 elections, provided that such systems enable the voter to cast 

3 a vote in secrecy for all offices and all measures on which he 

4 is entitled to vote, and that the tabulating equipment may be 

5 set to reject all votes for any office or measure when the 

6 number ·of votes therefor exceeds the number which the voter 

7 is entitled to cast, or when the voter is not by law entitled 

8 to cast a vote for the office or measure . 

. 9 2. Electronic voting systems may be used in general, 

10 primary, municipal, local, special, and other elections, pro-

11 vided that in primary elections the automatic tabulating 

12 equipment shall be programmed to count only the votes cast for 

13 one (1) political party. 

14 3. Electronic voting systems shall permit each elector 

15 to vote a straight party ticket for all the candidates of a 

16 party by making a single mark, or to vote a split ticket for 

17 the candidates of his choice of different political parties. 

18 A single vote for the party shall be counted for all candidates 

19 of that party, unless the elector marks his ballot for one (1) 

20 or more candidates of other parties for certain offices, in 
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21 which case only the votes actually cast shall be counted. 

22 Electronic voting systems shall also permit each elector 

23 at a presidential election to vote by means of a single 

• 24 mark or punch for the candidates of one (1) party for president 

25 and vice-president and their presidential electors. 

26 4. The governing body of any political subdivision of 

27 this state may adopt, experiment with, or abandon any 

28 electronic voting system herein authorized and approved for 

29 use in the state, and may use such systems in all or a part 

30 of the precincts within its boundaries, and in combination 

31 with paper ballots. It may enlarge, consolidate, or alter 

32 the boundaries of the precincts where an electronic voting 

33 system is to be used. 

1 Sec. 4. 1. In precincts where an electronic voting 

2 system is used, a sufficient number of voting booths shall 

3 be provided for the use of such systems. 

4 2. The officials charged with the duty of providing 

5 ballots, ballot cards, or ballot labels for any polling place 

6 shall provide therefor sample ballots, ballot cards, or 

7 ballot labels which shall be facsimile copies of the 

8 official ballots which are caused to be printed by them; 

9 said sample ballots may be printed on a single page or on 

10 a number of pages stapled together. Such sample ballots 

11 shall be posted near the entrance of the voting booths and 

12 shall be there open to public inspection during the whole 

13 of election day. 

14 3. The ballot information, whether placed on the ballot 

15 or on the marking device, shall, as far as practicable, be 

16 in the order of arrangement provided for paper ballots except 

17 that such information may be in vertical or horizontal rows, 

18 or in a number of separate pages. If the ballot consists 

19 of a number of separate pages, in partisan elections the 

20 names of the candidates of each party, followed by their 

21 party designation, may be printed under or alongside the 



S.F. 521 -4-

22 title of the office. The order in which the names of the 

23 candidates of each party appear shall be the same as that 

24 provided for paper ballots. Ballots for all questions must 

25 be provided in the same manner and must be arranged on or 1n 

26 the marking device in the places provided for such purpose. 

27 The statement of questions submitted to the voters may be 

28 abbreviated if necessary, provided the statement as it appears 

29 on paper ballots shall be posted at each polling place. 

30 Abbreviated statements of questions voted on throughout the 

31 state shall be certified by the secretary of state. Any voter 

32 who spoils his ballot or ballot card or makes an error may 

33 return it to the election'board and secure another. 

34 4. A separate write-in ballot, which may be in the form of 

35 a paper ballot, card, or envelope in which the elector places 

36 his ballot card after voting, shall be provided where necessary 

37 to permit electors to write in the names of persons whose names 
38 are not on the ballot. 

39 5. The county auditor shall cause the marking devices to be 

40 put in order, set, adjusted, and made ready for voting when 

41 delivered to the election precincts. Before the opening of 

42 the polls the election judges shall compare the ballots used in 

43 the marking device with the sample ballots furnished, and see 

44 that the names, numbers, and letters thereon agree and shall 

45 certify thereto on forms provided for this purpose. The 

46 certification shall be filed with the election returns. 

47 6. Within five (5) days prior to the election day, the county 

48 auditor shall have the automatic tabulating equipment tested to 

49 ascertain that the equipment will correctly count the votes cast 

SO for all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the time 

51 and place of the test shall be given at least forty-eight (48) 

52 hours prior thereto by publication once in a newspaper of 

53 general circulation within the political subdivision holding the 

54 election. The test shall be conducted in the presence of 

55 representatives of the political parties, candidates, and the 
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~ 56 public. The test shall be conducted by processing a pre-

57 audited group of ballots so punched or marked as to record a 

58 predetermined number of valid votes for each candidate and 

59 on each measure, and shall include for each office one (1) 

60 or more ballots which have voted in excess of the number 

61 allowed by law in order to test the ability of the automatic 

62 tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error is 

63 detected, the cause therefor shall be ascertained and 

64 corrected and an errorless count shall be made before the 

65 automatic tabulating equipment is approved. The test shall 

66 be repeated immediately before the start of the count of 

67 the ballots, in the same manner as set forth above. After 

68 the completion of the official count, the program used and 

69 ballots shall be sealed, retained, and disposed of as 

70 provided for paper ballots. 

1 Sec. 5. 1. In precincts where an electronic voting 

2 system is used, as soon as the polls are closed, the election 

3 judge shall secure the marking devices against further voting. 

4 They shall thereafter open the ballot box and count the 

5 number of ballots or envelopes containing ballots that have 

6 been cast to determine that the number of ballots does not 

1 exceed the number of voters shown on the poll or registry 

8 lists. If there is an excess, this fact shall be reported 

9 in writing to the county auditor with the reasons therefor 

10 if known. The total number of voters shall be entered on 

11 the tally sheets. The election judges shall thereupon count 

12 the write-in votes and prepare a return of such votes on 

13 forms provided for this purpose. If ballot cards are used, 

14 all ballots on which write-in votes have been recorded shall 

15 be serially numbered, starting with the number one (1), and 

16 the same number shall be placed on the ballot card of the 

17 voter. The election judges shall compare the write-in votes 

18 with the votes cast on the ballot card and if the total 

19 number of votes for any office exceeds the number allowed 

20 by law, the word "void" shall be writ ten across the write- in 
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~1 juJg~s ~he shall n0t ~e of the same political party, to the 

2i ..:ounting location or ([}ther designated place, together with 

25- the unrused » ,-oiJ ~ and Jefect:ii 'fe· bal Jl Qlts and :retllnns. The 

3\UI ba.J.lct C([}ntainer and seal shall be Jul}· inspected at the tilllllle 

31 of del±xery in the presence of the pTecinct electio1IDJ officers,. 

32 and if faund n<eYt to be in giD'<rN:i condition, this fact shall be· 

33 entered upon the receipt gi¥en to the precinct election officers 

34 and a cc-py shall be fol!:ii{ardedi t«Ji the co1tmty auditor for 

35 appropriate action. 

36 3. All proceedings at the counting location shall be under 

37 the direction of the county auditor. under the observation of 

38 representatives of each political party and shall be open to 

39 the public, but no persons except those authorized for the 

40 purpose shall touch any ballot:, ballot container or return. If 

41 any ballot is dallllllaged tOJr defective stOJ that it cannot properly be 

42 ctOJunt:ed by the tabulating equipllllllent, a true duplicate ctOJpy shall 

43 be l!JIIlade o:f the dallllllaged ballot in the presence of witnesses andl 

44 substituted ftOJr the dallllllaged ballot. All duplicate ballots shall 

45 be cl.ear]y l.abeled ""duplicate"", s.lhtal.l bear a serial nulll!llber vlhtich 

46 shall be rectOJnied tOJllll the dallllllaged or defective ballot, andl shall 

47 be ctOJunted in 1ieu of the dallllllaged or defective ballot. 

48 4. The return printed by the autol!JIIlatic tabulating equipllllllent, 

49 ttOJ w-hic~ has been added the return of vrit:e-in and absentee 

50 votes, s~a]l constitute the official return of each precinct. 

51 The electi'!li:J. officer in charge off the count: llllllay frormm tilllllle to 

52 ti111111e release ~ntOJfficial returns. Upon collllllpletion of the count 

53 t~e tOJfficial returns shall be open to the public. 

54 5. If for a~y reason it becolll!lles il!JIIlPract:icable to count all 
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• 55 or a part of the ballots with tabulating equipment, the election 

56 officers in charge may direct that they be counted manually, 
57 
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following as far as practicable the provisions governing the 
counting of paper ballots. 

Sec. 6. The secretary of state may promulgate rules and 

regulations to carry out the purposes of this Act and shall 

first approve any marking devices and tabulating equipment 

used in any electronic voting system. 

LJb :a; IRJnehd Senai:t''fife 521 as foiiows1:a• L w ,..._-T,, 
2 1. By striking all after the word "Act" in line 
3 two (2) of Section 6 and insert in lieu thereof a "period." 
4 2. By adding a new sentence in line twenty-five (25) 
5 of Section 2: "Such marking device shall be approved pursuant· 
6 to Section 52.5, Code, 1966." 

Filed 
April 17, 1967 By RIGLER 
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