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A BILL FOR 
An Act to establish and provide for the enforcement of statewide 

minimum standards for installation, alteration, or repair of 
electrical wiring and equipment. 

Be It Enacted by the GeneraZ Assembly of the State of Iowa: 
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Section 1. All installation, alteration, and repair of elec

trical wiring and equipment within or on public or private build

ings or other premises, including mobile homes and travel trailers, 

yards, carnival and parking lots, and industrial substations, 

shall be performed in accordance with the standards of the 1965 

edition of the national electrical code as adopted by the national 

fire protectio~ association and the United States of America 

standards institute. Any county, city, or town authorized by 

statute to regulate installation, alteration, or repair of elec

trical wiring and equipment may adopt and enforce standards 

higher than the standards of the 1965 edition of the national 
electrical code. 

Sec. 2. The term "electrical wiring and equipment" as used 

in this Act shall include conductors connecting electrical wiring 

and equipment in or on any building or premises to any source 

of electric power except as hereinafter provided. The term 

"electrical wiring and equipment" as used in this Act shall 

not apply to electrical wiring and equipment in: 

1. Installations in ships, watercraft, railway rolling stock, 
aircraft or motor vehicles. 
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9 2. Installations underground in mines. 

10 3. Installations of railways for generation, transformation, 

11 transmission or distribution of power used for operation of 

12 rolling stock or for other railway operating, signaling or 

13 communication purposes. 

14 4. Installations under the control of communications utilities 

15 used for telephone or telegraph communication or other signaling 

16 or communications purposes. 

17 5. Installations under the control of electric utilities 

18 for the purpose of communication or for generation, control, 

19 operation, metering, transformation, transmission or distribution 

20 of electric power and energy when such installations are owned, 

21 installed, operated and maintained by an electric utility as 

22 part of its own facilities. 

1 Sec. 3. The department of public safety shall insure that 

2 all newly installed, altered, or repaired electrical wiring 

3 or equipment to which this Act is applicable is inspected at 

4 the time of installation, alteration, or repair and reinspected 

5 as often as the department deems necessary, except as otherwise 

6 provided by this Act. 

1 Sec. 4. The department shall not be required to inspect elec-

2 trical wiring or equipment in or on any building or premises in-

3 spected by state certified electrical inspectors appointed by 

4 counties, cities, or towns or employed by an electric utility 

5 which is furnishing or is about to furnish electric service to 

6 the building or premises. 

1 Sec. 5. The department shall not be required to inspect elec-

2 trical wiring or equipment in or on any building used only as 

3 a one or two-family dwelling, a private garage or other private 

4 outbuilding, or a farm agricultural building unless the building 

5 is located outside the jurisdiction of any county or municipality 

6 which has appointed one or more state certified electrical in-

7 spectors and unless: 

8 1. It is alleged that defective or improperly installed elec-

9 trical wiring or equipment in or on the building is a serious 

10 hazard to life or property; or 
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2. The property owner or resident tenant requests inspection 

of electrical wiring or equipment in or on the building. 

Sec. 6. The department shall not be required to inspect elec

trical wiring or equipment in or on any building or premises 

which the commissioner of labor certifies is being regularly 

inspected by the bureau of labor. The bureau shall enforce the 

provisions of this Act and of all rules adopted by the depart

ment of public safety in conformity with this Act in and on all 

buildings and premises regularly inspected by the bureau. In 

any instance where the provisions of this Act or of any rule 

adopted by the department in conformity with this Act conflict 

with any other statute or rule enforced by the bureau, the bureau 

shall apply the statute or rule which establishes the highest 

standard. 

Sec. 7. If upon inspection by the department of public safety, 

bureau of labor, or state certified inspectors appointed by a 

county, city, or town or employed by an electric utility which 

is furnishing or is about to furnish electric service to the in

stallation inspected, it is found that electrical wiring or equip

ment to which this Act is applicable does not comply with .the 1965 

edition of the national electrical code, or any higher standard 

lawfully adopted by the department or the county, city, or town 

where the wiring or equipment is located, the inspecting authority 

shall order the owner of or other person responsible for the 

deficient wiring or equipment to bring it into conformity with 

the highest applicable standard within a reasonable time, as de

fined by the department's rules and regulations. If upon rein

spection the deficient wiring or equipment has not been brought 

15 into conformity, the inspecting authority may order the deficient 

16 wiring or equipment disconnected from its electrical power supply. 

~ 17 If the inspecting authority deems the deficient wiring or equip-

18 ment a serious hazard to life or property the authority may order 

19 the deficient wiring or equipment disconnected from its electrical· 

20 power supply at the time of initial inspection. Electrical wir-

41t 21 ing or equipment ordered disconnected under this section shall 
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22 not be reconnected to any electrical power supply until the in-

23 specting authority has been furnished proof that the wiring or 

24 equipment has been brought into conformity with the highest appli 

25 cable electrical code standard. 

1 Sec. 8. The department of public safety shall have authnrity 

2 to adopt rules and regulations in conformity with this Act, in-

3 eluding but not limited to authority to: 

4 1. Require that notice be given of intent to install, alter, 

5 or repair any electrical wiring or equipment subject to inspection 

6 under section three (3) of this Act. 

7 2. Establish standards for the certification of electrical 

8 inspectors appointed by counties, cities, or towns which have 

9 statutory authority to adopt and enforce electrical code stand-

10 ards, or employed by electric utilities authorized to perform 

11 inspections under this Act. The term "state certified inspectors" 

12 as used in this Act means electrical inspectors certified by the 

13 department under this subsection. 

14 3. Establish fees for electrical inspections performed by the 

15 department. 

1 Sec. 9. Any person, firm, partnership, or corporation who 

2 violates or fails or refuses to comply with any provisions of 

3 this Act or any order or rule issued in conformity with this Act 

4 is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished 

5 by a fine of not more than one hundred (100) dollars or by im-

6 prisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days or by both such fine 

7 and imprisonment. Fach day during which a violation continues 

8 after conviction of a person, firm, partnership, or corporation 

9 for the violation shall be considered a separate offense. Appeals 

10 may be taken from such convictions as in other criminal cases. 

1 Sec. 10. Section one hundred point one (100.1), subsection 

2 four (4), paragraph d, Code 1966, is hereby amended by striking 

3 lines one (1) and two (2), and inserting in lieu thereof the 

4 words "The heating of, and adequate means of escape from,". 
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