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February 21. 1961. 
Passed on File. 

Passed Senate. 

Vote: Ayes .. 

Date ....................... . 

Nays 

Approved ....... . 

Senate File 291 
By COWDE!\". 

Passed House. Date ........................ . 

Vote: Ayes ............. . Nays ..... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend section two hundred forty-nine point eighteen 

(249.18). Code 1958. relating to funeral expenses for old age 
assistance recipients. 

Be It Enacted by the General A.ssembly of the State 0; lo'ca: 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred forty-nine point eighteen 

2 (249.18). Code 1958. is amended by adding the following after the 

3 period (.) in line twenty-three (23) of subsection four (4): 

4 "The foregoing provision shall not be construed to require a 

5 funeral director to assume any liability for cemetery expenses or 

6 cemetery lot.". 

EXPLANATION OF SENATE FILE 291 

This bill will remove the conful\.io~ which hus exiswd with respect tQ some old age 
assistance funeral cases when a funeral director il:l required to pro .... ide a cemetery lot 
and I;ruve opening and closing. At the present time, sen-ices furnishw by a funeral 
diredor are included with those furnished by a cemetery. and one lump J?Tovision for 
payment is made. The pre15ent (}ld a.gt! ass:stli:1Ct! IiI,'w vcry properly pro\"ldes th1lt old 
age assistance recipients cannot be buried in pau'.H~rf,' field. Cemetery lot prices all over 
Io'wll ure increaSing. and it is apparent that the funeral director lS in a vcry difficult 
position if he :$ require<i, in the extraordinary case~, to provide a cemetery lot at the 
presently authoriz.ed amO:"lnt of $50, when in some areas the grave opening alone ex
ceeds this amount. The present law pro\'ide~ also that u funeral direetor shan pro\<ide 
clothing in extraordinary cases. Obviously, any clothing which may be needed should 
and will be furniahed by the funeral director and included in the 51':'5 amount llrt!sently 
allowed for old asre assi~tance funerals. All this bill does is separate the cemetery 
charges, remove the funeral dir~tQr from any responsibility therefor, and makes it 
possible for the county board to make its payment for C@metitry services directly to the 
cemetery in thiJ amour.t of all of the cemetery S('rvi<;es, not to exceed $50. The funeral 
directors of Iowa arE! the only segment of our society and economy v.-hich can provide 
funeral sen'ices for old a~ ass;,stance recipients. They are not interested in makiol!!' 
a profit on these cases and are and h:lve been willing to assume this re.spon~ibility as a 
Mrvice to their community and state. It does aeem m~t unfair. however. that the 
funer~l director should be required in some cases to provide & cemeury lot or 10 open 
and close a grave at an out-of-pocket loss. This is not yroperly part of the funeral 
ser.'ice and is a matter whi~h should be handled by the Department of Social Welfare 
directly with the cemeteries of the state. The intent of this bill is to accomplish this 
purpose. 
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