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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to congressional districts. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section forty point one (40.1). Code 1958. is 

2 hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu thereof: 

3 "The state of Iowa is hereby organized and divided into 

4 seven congressional districts. which shall be composed. respec-

5 tively. of the following counties: 

6 "First district shall consist of the counties of Des :l-Ioines. 

7 Louisa. Washington. Iowa. Johnson. Muscatine. Cedar. Jackson. 

8 Clinton and Scott. 

9 "Second district shall consist of the counties of Benton. 

10 Linn. Jones. Buchanan. Delaware. Dubuque. Fayette. Clayton. 

11 Winneshiek and Allamakee. 

12 "Third district shall consist of the counties of Marshall. 

13 Tama. Hardin. Grundy. Black Hawk. Franklin, Butler, Bremer, Cerro 

14 Gordo. Floyd, Chickasaw. Worth, l\!itchell and Howard. 

15 "Fourth district shall consist of the counties of Taylor, 

16 Ringgold, Decatur. Wayne. Appanoose, Davis, Van Buren. Lee. Adams • 

17 L'nion. Clarke, Lucas. Monroe, Wapello, Jefferson, Henry. Madison. 

18 Warren, Marion, Mahaska, Keokuk. Jasper and Poweshiek. 

19 "Fifth district shall consist of the counties of Dallas. 

20 Polk, Boone, Story and Hamilton. 

21 "Sixth district shall consist of the counties of Lyon, 
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22 Osceola, Dickinson, Emmet. Kossuth, Winnebago, Sioux, O'Brien, 

23 CIay, Palo Alto. Hancock, Plymouth, Cherokee, Buena Vista, 

24 Pocahonta:;, Humboldt, Wright, and Woodbury. 

25 "Seventh district shall consist of the counties of Fremont, 

26 Page, :\lills, Montgomery, Pottawattamie, Casso Adair, Harrison, 

27 Shelby, Audubon, Guthrie, Monona, Crawford, Carroll, Greene, Ida, 

28 Sac, Calhoun, and Webster.". 

EXPLANAT!O:\ OF SENATE FILE 27~ 

Several redi~trictin2 plan8 for Iowu's congressional districts have been proposed, but 
all seem iac.:king' on one or more important points. This prop0sal seems be15t for the fol
lowing real;·onl:l 

1. Population varies only from 887,834 to 41)2,008. Smallest district is the fifth. where 
Des Moinel:l may be exp~te<i to luwe the heaviest growth in the coming decade. One of 
the largest j~ the fourth. co,oering the declining southern tier. First--389,822; s~ond-
390,014; third-39S.6;;7; fourth-401.342; fifth-387.S34; sixth-389,991; se"enth-
402.008. 

2. No distric1 is gerrymandered. 
;). :;\ew dil;Lrict.s are dra\\ll in such a way as to least affect- present districts. Only 13 

counties chang-ed, E'):cept for the present 6ixth district. The new first loses four counties 
I)n the south; the ne· ... · setond loses two counties on the east; third and four 105e none; 
the fifth lo~~ three; and the sixth and seventh lo~ two. 

4. It places most present congressmen more in the center of their districts than ()ther 
proposed plans. It if> Hl~o JrCQgraphically sound for the larger cities; Des Moines, Cedar 
Rllpids. \Vat.erioo, D3'\"enp"ort, ~ioux City and Council Bluffs are all in separate dis· 
tricL" 
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