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A BILL FOR 
A n Act relating to the establishment of the office of public 

defender by boards of supervisors. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lou'a: 

1 Section 1. In any county the board of supervisors mar 

2 establish the office of public defender. A county may join 

3 with one (1) or more other counties to establish one (1) office 

4 of public defender to sen'e those counties. 

1 Sec. 2. 

2 1. The public defender shall be a qualified attorney 

3 licensed to practice in this state selected by the board of 

4 supervisors. He shall represent, without charge, each indigent 

5 person who is under arrest or charged with a crime, if: 

6 a. the defendant requests it; or 

7 b. the court, on its own motion or otherwise. so orders 

S and the defendant does not affirmatively reject of record the 

9 opportunity to be so represented. 

10 2. Before arraignment the determination of indigency may 

11 be made by the public defender. At or after Arraignment the 

12 determination shall be made by the court. 

1 Sec. 3. 

2 1. The term and compensation of the public defender shall 

3 be fixed by the board of supervisors. 

4 2. The public defender may appoint as many Assistant 
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5 attorneys, clerks, investigators, stenographers, and other 

6 employees a:l the board of supervisors considers necessary to 

7 enable him to carry out his responsibilities. Appointments 

8 under this section shall be made in the manner prescribed by 

9 the board of supervisors. An assistant attorney must be a 

10 Qualified attorney licensed to practice in this state. 

11 3. The compengation of pe"ong appointed under subsection 

12 t\\'o (2) shall be fixed by the board of supervisors. 

1 Sec. 4. When representing an indigent person, the public 

2 defender 'hall (1) counsel and defend him at every stage of the 

3 proceedings following arrest: and (2) prosecute any appeals or 

4 other remedies before or after conviction that he considers to 

5 be in the interest of justice. 

1 Sec. 5. FOl' cause, the court may, on its own motion or upon 

2 the application of the public defender or the indigent person, 

3 appoint an attorney other than the public defender to represent 

4 him at any stage of the proceedings or on an appeal. The attorney 

5 ~halI be awarded reasonable compensation and reimbursement for 

6 expenses necessarily incurred, to be fixed by the court and paid 

7 by the county. 

1 Sec. 6. The public defender shall make an annual report to 

2 the board of supervisors covering all caaes handled by his office 

3 during the preceding year. 

1 Sec. 7. The board of supervisors shall provide office space, 

2 furniture, equipment, and supplies for the use of the public 

3 defender suitable for the conduct of the business of his office. 

4 However, the board of supen'isors may provide fOl' an allowance in 

5 place of facilities. Each such item is a charge against the 

6 county in which the services were rendered. If the public defender 
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7 serves more than one (1) county. expenses that are properly 

8 allocable to the business of more than one (1) of those counties 

9 shall be prorated among the counties concerned. 

1 Sec. 8. If the board of supervisors determines not to 

2 create the office of public defender the other provisions of 

3 the Code of Iowa providing for the defense of indigent persons 

4 accused of crimes shall be applicable . 



• 

• 

• 


