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Approved ....... _ ......................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act establishing an annual license fee for boats and boat 

motors. 

Be It Enacted by the Genenu Assembly of the State oj Iowa: 

1 Section 1. As used in this Act. unless the context clearly 

2 requires a different meaning: 

3 1. "Boat" means any vessel. other than a seaplane. used or 

4 capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 

5 2. "Boat motor" means any motor designed for or used as the 

6 principal source of propulsion of a boat. 

7 3. "Commission" means the state conservation commission. 

1 Sec. 2. There is hereby imposed an annual license fee on all 

2 boats and boat motors in this state. except boats used on 

3 private waters and \'alued at less than ten dollars. The annual 

4 license fee shall be one percent of the list price but not less 

5 than a tn,ee dollar minimum fee. 

1 Sec. S. Every owner of a boat or boat motor shall file in 

2 the office of the county treasurer of the county in which such 

3 owner resides. a verified application for license on a blank to 

4 be furnished by the commission for that purpose. Said 

5 application shall contain such information as the commission may 

6 require for the efficient administration of this Act. 

1 Sec. 4. The use tax imposed under Chapt~r four hundred 

2 twenty-three (423). Code 1958. shall be paid on all new 
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3 boats and new boat motors. Ko license for any new boat or 

4 new boat motor shall be issued by the county treasurer until 

5 said tax has been paid. The county treasurer shall require 

6 e\·ery applicant for an original license for a boat or boat 

7 motor to supply .ueh information as he or the commission may 

8 deem necessary as to the time of purchase. the purchase price 

9 and other information relative to the purchase of said boat 

10 or boat motor. 

1 Sec. 5. 1. When making application for the initiallicen.e. 

2 the owner shall certify to the county treasurer a~ to the list 

3 price and whether the sales or use tax has been paid. The 

4 county treasurer shall not license any new boat or boat motor 

5 until he is Aatisfied that the sales or use tax has been paid. 

6 2. When a used boat or used boat motor is licensed for the 

7 first time. the license fee shall be reduced at the rate 

8 provided in section ten of this Act. 

1 Sec. 6. Any person. who fails or refuses to license a boat 

2 or boat motor for a period of two years or over. shall be 

3 guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than 

4 ten dollars or more than one hundred dollars. 

1 Sec. 7. The county treasurer shall not license any boat or 

2 boat motor if the owner has failed to license the same for any 

3 previous period or periods for which it appears that a license 

4 fee should haye been paid. until the fee for such period or 

5 periods is paid. 

6 When the owner of a boat or boat motor makes application for 

7 a license. he shall file with the county treasurer an affidavit 

8 stating that the license fee for all previous years. for which 

9 such boat or boat motor was required to be licensed. has been 

• 
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10 paid. 

1 Sec. 8. Any person who shall wilfully make a false 

2 statement in such affidavit shall be deemed guilty of perjury 

3 and punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars or more 

4 than one hundred dollars. 

1 Sec. 9. lipon receipt of a license fee for a boat or boat 

2 motor the county treasurer shall issue triplicate receipts 

I: 3 therefor. one of which shall be forwarded to the commission 

4 on or before illa,- 15 of each year. one of which he "hall deli\'er 

~ 5 to the licensee and one of which he shall retain in the I~C01'ds ~'" , ,:!" . 

It' - 6 of his office . Such records may be degtro)'ed after five years. 
• ,' ,A • 

"", . - , 
1 Sec. 10. After the first year of licensing of a boat or boat I~ 

2 motor the license fee shall be reduced at the rate of ten 

3 percent per year until a base of thirty percent or the minimum 

4 fee. whichever is higher, has been reached, at which time the 

5 fee shall remain the same. 

1 Sec. 11. Every boat or boat motor, licensed under this Act, 

2 shall be given a license number or symbol as provided by the 

~ 
3 commission. 

1 Sec. 12. The license fee. provided for in this Act. shall be ; .~ 2 paid to the county treasurer on or before !lIay 1 of every year. . 
:. 3 If any such boat or boat motor is licensed after )'Iay 1. a late 

~ 4 charge of five percent per month shall be charged, but a boat 
~~i 

?I 5 or boat motor being purchased and licensed for the first time 

l' -I. 6 shall not pay a late charge if licensed after May I, and shall 

"'- pay only a prorated license fee based on the number of months 7 

I 8 until such license fee is due. 
,. 

1 Sec. 13. A hoat or boat motor shall not be required to be ,. 
" 

~ .. ~ 2 licensed if it is licensed by another state if such boat 01' .. tJ;;,. Ji 

it"· 
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3 boat motor shall not have been within this state for a period 

4 in excess of ninety days within One calendar year. 

1 Sec. 14. The commission is hereby authorized to adopt and 

2 enforce such rules and regulations governing procedure as may 

3 be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

1 Sec. 15. Seventy-fixe cents of each license fee collected 

2 shall be retained by the county treasurer to defray the expenses 

3 of administration of the license required hereunder. Fifty 

4 percent of the balance shall be credited to the county treasurer 

5 of the county where the boat or boat motor is licensed. and 

6 shall be apportioned as follows: tWenty percent to the county 

7 general fund. thirty percent to the city Or town general fund 

8 and tifty percent to the general fund of the school districts. 

9 The remaining fifty percent shall be credited to the county 

10 conservation board of the county where the boat or boat motor 

11 is licensed. but if such county does not have a county 

12 conservation board. the tiity percent that would have been 

13 credited to such conservation board shall be credited 

14 to the state conservation commission. 

1 Sec. 16. Section four hundred twenty-seven point thirteen 

2 (427.13). Code 1958. is amended by repealing subsection thirteen 

8 (13). 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 660 

The purpose of this bill is to lict>nse boats. It provideJ:f that the license will replace 
the p.rrsonal property tAx on boats. bllt will not deprive the counties of the reVenue 
presently being collfK'ted on such boats as this bill provides that part of the fees col­
lected shall go to the general fund of the county .,..here such boat is licensed:. 
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.~ "" I 1 ~ Amend HQuse File 660 by adding the tolloW'!I\g n~w 
if 2 sect.ion: 
lii!.y S "Sec. 17, -The license !us impo~ed by ~his Act on 
r.: ' -l boats and boat motors sh.all be in lieu "of ail pt"op~rty 

5 taxes on such boats and boat motors. 

/:

-1/ ) 

. - \) 
~' 

Filed 
April 7. 1961. 

HOUSE FILE ';60 

2 
Amend House File 660 by ~triking all ot s«tion 

fiftten (15) there<lf dnd by inser!ing in lieu thereof 
3 the following: 
J "Licen!:le iee3 coHetted shan be apportioned and 
5 distributed:n the :i3rne m.anner as re31 and personal 
6 property taxes are apportioned and distributed." 

Filed 
April 10, 1961 

i? ..-r.­
-j~ij!/-

/ ./"\ }Til' 
CARSTEN3&.-': ot' Clinton. 

HOUSE FILE 660 

1 Amend Hous& Fiie 660 as follows: 
2 1. Br ins~rting in llne nve (5) of w<:tion two t2) after ~he 
:1 word '-'fee." the words "The license iee. imposed b: .. this Act, s.hall 
4 not apply to d~menW<i vesse!s." 
5 2. By striking ~ection 5.it.een (1!» lind inserting in lieu 
() ';,herro,f the follOwing: 
.... ..Se ... enty·!i· ... e c~nt$ of ~a~h license fee cpUected !.hall be 
S retained by the county t~asurtr to defra~t the expen1Jes of 
9 sdmini!ltf3tion of the lic~~ teC\uired hereunder. Fifty percent 

10 of the balance shall be credEed to the county treasurer of the 
11 county where the boat or ixlat motor is licensoo. and shall be 
12 apportioned o.s foHows; The amount cQl1ee~ :n each ea.xing 
13 distrkt in cities and towns shall bt apportioned twenty pe-r\!ent 
l~ to the county general fund, thir:.y peTCent to the city or town 
15 general fund a.nd tifty percent to the generai fund of the ~hool 
16 district. and thE" amount coHe~ted in each taxing district outside 
17 of cities and town3 shall be apport.ioned fitty percent to the 
18 county generul fund and Mty perce-nt to the school district. The 
19 remalning fifty percent shall !:>e crediwd to the COUnt}' conservlltion 
20 board of the county where the boat or boat motor is licensed. but 
21 u: said beard prefers. the said nfty percent that would have 
22 gone to said board may be credited to the state conservation 
23 commi~ion and if such county <io&s not hlLve a c:ounty consl?l"v3.tion 
24 board. th~ fiitr percent t.hat wcul.d have been credited :.<> such 
25 con~e!'vation coard shuil ~ credi~d :0 the state conservc.tion 
26 ,ornmi5sior.," 

Filed 
Apnl 10, 1961. 

C()MMI'ITE'E ON CONSrnVA'l'10:-:. 
ROBERT 'Iv". N AD&:'>l. Ckairman. 

HOC:SE FILE 660 

1 Amend HQuse File 660, section one (1), as 10110\\,"$: 
2 1. By l1dding to sub$~tion one (1) the foilo'9,.,ing; 
3 "and which is not part of the stock of a. manufacturer, 
4 jobber or retailer herd f()r sale or resale". 
5 2. By adding U;! subseetion two (2) the follov.'ing: 
6 "and which is not p:u~ of the ~toCk of a manufacturer. 
7 job~r or retailer held for sale or resale". 

Filed 
April 12, 1961. 

R.lLEY of Linn. 
MOWRY of llar.lball. 
KREAG&k 01 JA3per. 
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1 Amend House F:le 660 11$ follows: 

3 
1. Amend se<:tion 5 by inserting the tQiiowing before the 

period in line eight (8): ", in the s9-me manner as if this 

5 
Act had been in effeet when said boat or motor was new and as 
ii said boat or motor had been licensed when new under this 

6 Act", 

s 
2. Amend section 10 by insettin5) after the word "percent" 

:n !in~ three (3) t.he words "of th~ fir.lt ye3r license fee". 

Filed 
April 12. 1961. 

......... ~ 

tv"""'- ,01 
~ .). 

v{"'! 
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STANLEY of ){u5catine. 

1 Amend the St:g.nley amendmeDt to Houu File 660 by adding 
2 the following at the end of line five (5): 
3 uThis section shall be applicable to property t:.a:It.es for 
4 the year 1961. payable in 1962. and all subsequent years." 

STAZt.""J..EY of ~uscatine, 

HOUSE FILE 660 

Amend House File seo by adding thereto tile following 
2 section: 
8 "This Act being deemed of immediate importance shall be 
4 in full !ot'ce and effect from and after its publication in 
5 the Waukon Republican & Standard, a newspaper published at 
6 Waukon, Iowa, and Th@' Rockwell City Advocate, a newspaper 
7 published at Rockwell City. Iowa. 

Filed and lost 
Aprl} I~, 1961. J OHA::'\'NES of Os<::eols. 


