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March 21, 1961, 
. Passed on File, 

House File 637 
By COM:lUTTEE O~ PCBLlC HEALTH 

AND PHARMACY, 

Passed House, Date .d.,;:,,?::..{::,.C / 
Vote: Ayes".,.q .. b Nays .... ,9.."", 

Passed Senate, Date""",_"_",,,, __ 

Vote: Ayes"... Nays .... ".""", 

A pprov ed""",_,_""",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, " ............ . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to radiation protection, delegating authorit~' 

for a radiation control program to the state department of 
health, and prescribing functions, powers and duties 
relating to prevention and prohibition of excesRive 
radIation, 
WHEREAS, ionizing radiations and their sources can be in

strumental in the improvement of health, welfare and productivity 
of the public if properly utilized, and may be destructive of 
life or health if carelessly Or excessively employed, or may 
impair the industrial and agricultural potentials of the state 
if improperly utilized; now, therefore, 

• -f. f-'~ ~"--~~ 

• ~.' "':~~;~ Be It Enacted by the General Assembly 0; the Stale or j,,,,,a: 
~.,;-?~ ... :~ 

.~~,,,,, 

f'~ •. 

11 
i. 

1 Section 1. This Act shaIl be known and may be cited as the 

2 "Radiation Protection Act", 

),: 1 Sec, 2, It is hereby declared to be the public poliCl' of 
~-r 
:'" 2 this state to encourage the constructive use of radiation and 
," 
,~',~ 
.1.,~~ 3 to prohibit and to prevent unnecessary radiation, 
t:";~i 
~\~" 1 Sec, 3, The foIlowing word, shall have the following 
:; . "'. I • 

f.t .. ; 2 meanings for the purpose of this Act: 
",~ 

3 "Commissioner" means the commissioner of public health, 

4 "Advisory council" means the advisory council on radiation 

5 protection created by this Act, 

• 6 "Department" means the state department of health, 

7 "Person" means any individual, corporation, partnership, 

8 association, institution or joint venture, 

9 "Ionizing radiation" means gamma rays, X-rays, alpha and 

10 beta particles, high speed electrons, neutrons, protons, and 
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11 other atomic or nuclear particles or rays. 

1 Sec. 4. Authority is hereby delegal£d to the state 

2 department of health to establi~h a radiation ha7.llrd control 

:l program to be admtnistered by full time salaried personnel • 4 whose duties "hall be assigned under supervision and control 

5 of the commissioner. The department shall constitute the sole 

6 agency of the state for the purpose of carrying out and 

7 enforcing the policies of this Act. 

1 Sec. 5 There is hereby created tn the department an 

2 advisory council on radiation protection, which shall consist 

::\ of ten members who shall be: the employee of the department 

4 responsible for administration of the radiation hazard control 

;; program who shall "erve as technical secretary. six individuals 

6 with ,cientific training and experience in the health aspects 

7 of radiation, including medIcine, rad,ology, biology, pathology 

8 and the physics thereof, and three individuals from industr),. 

9 labor and agriculture. to be appointed by the governor. 

10 The governor shall appoint two members for term, of one 

II year, two memoe", for terms for two years. two members for terms 

12 of three years. and three members for four yearg, provided 

13 however that the term~ of no more thdn two member~ of any of the 

14 three aforesaid gl'OUpS shall expire in the same y~ar. Theil' 

15 succei'sor, shall be appointed for terms of four years, except 

16 when appointed to complete an unexpired term. ,,1embers whose 

17 terms expIre shall hold office until appointment of their • 
18 successors. }lembel'g of the advisory council shall ,el'\'e 

19 without compensation, but HhaJl be reimbursed for actual 

20 expenses incurred in the performance of their official dutieg. 

21 The advisory council shall meet at least twice a year. and 
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22 additional meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman 

23 or the request of any three of its members. 

1 Sec. 6. The chairman of the advisory council shall be 

2 elected by the advisory council from its members. Six members 

3 of the advisory council shall constitute a quorum to transact 

4 its business, except that action on rules and regulations shall 

5 be by at least two-thirds vote of the entire advisory council. 

1 Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the advisory council to 

2 review the radiation protection policies and program throughout 

3 as developed under authority of this Act; to make recommendations 

4 thereon; and to provide the commissioner with such technical 

5 advice and assistance as may be required. 

1 Sec. 8. The department, with the advice of the advisory 

2 council shall adopt, amend, promulgate and enforce such rules, 

3 regulations and standards with respect to the prevention of 

4 exceggive radiation as may be designated to further the 

5 accomplishment of the purposes of the Act. The rules and 

6 regulations promulgated hereunder shall become effective on 

7 July 1, 1963. 

1 Sec. 9. The department shall have the following powers and 

2 duties: 

3 1. Shall develop comprehensive policies and programs for 

4 the evaluation and determination of hazards associated with the 

5 use of radiation and for their control. • 6 2. Shall require registration of sources of ionizing 

1 radiation. 

8 3. May inspect radiation sources, their shielding and 

9 immediate surroundings and records concerning their operation 

10 for the determination of any possible radiation hazard. 
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11 Representatives of the department shall have the right of 

12 entry and free access to any building, structure, or premises 

13 at reasonable times for the purpose of examination and 

14 inspection. 

15 4. ~lay conduct, participate in or encourage studies, 

1(; investigation", training, research. and demonstrations relating 

17 to the control of radiation hazards, the measurement of radiation, 

18 the effects (>11 health of exposure to radiation and related 

19 problems as it may deem necessary or advisable for the discharge 

20 of its duties under this Act. 

21 5. Shall review and appraise plans and specifications for 

22 design and shielding of radiation sources submitted pursuant 

23 to rules and reg-ulation" promulgated under this Act. 

24 6. Shall collect and disseminate health education 

25 information relating to radiation protection. 

26 7. :llay issue, modify, Or revoke orders prohibiting or 

27 abating the discharge of radioactive material or waste into the 

28 ground, air. or waters of the state in accordance with the 

29 provisions of this Act and of rules and regubtiong promulgated 

:~o thereunder. 

31 8. :llay accept on uchalf of the state and administer 

32 according to law, loans. grants, or other funds, or gifts from 

:33 the federal gO\'ernment and from any other sources, public or 

:l4 private, for carrying out the functions of this Act. 

3[; 9. "lay advise, consult. and cooperate with other agencies 

36 of the state, the federal government, other states and 

37 interstate agencies, and with affected groups, political 

38 subdivisions and industries. 

1 Sec. 10. Information received by the department through 

... 
. ' 

• 

• 
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2 filed reports, ingpections, or as otherwise authorized under 

3 this Act, shall not be disclosed publicly in such manner as 

1 tn identify any particular person or persons, except in a 

5 proceeding to enjoin said person or persons from causing, 

6 allowing, or permitting the violation of anv rules, 

7 regulations, or standards promulgated under this Act. 

1 Sec. 11. Whenever the commissioner finds upon inspection 

2 and examination of a source of radiation as constructed. 

3 operated or maintained that there has been a violation of any 

4 of the provisions of this Act, or of any rules and regulations 

5 promulgated thel'eunder, he shall notify any person or persons 

6 found to be causing, allowing or permitting such violation of 

7 the nature of that \'iolation and ol'der that, prior to a time 

8 fixed by him, which time shall not be later than thirty days 

9 from the date of service of the notice, such person shall 

10 cease and abate causing, allowing or permitting such \'iolation 

11 and take such action as may be necessary for the source of 

12 radiation to be constructed, operated, or maintained in 

13 compliance with this Act and codes, rules or regulations 

14 promulgated thereunder. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Sec. 12. Whenewr the commissioner finds 'that an emergency 

exists requiring immediate action to protect the public health 

Or welfare, he mal' issue an order reciting the existence of 

such an emergency and requiring that such action be taken as 

he deems necessary to meet the emergency. Such order shall be 

effective immediately. Any person to whom such an order is 

directed shall comply therewith immediately but an application 

tn the commissioner shall be afforded a hearing within seven 

9 days. On the basis of such hearing, the commissioner shall 
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10 continue such order in effect. revoke it, 01' modify it. 

1 Sec. 13. Notwithstanding the existence or pursuit of any 

2 other remedy, the commissioner may, in the manner provided by 

S law, maintain an action in the name of the state for injuncti\'e 

4 relief to prevent the violation of the provisions of this Act 

5 or any rules or regulations promulgated thereunder, and said 

6 court may proceed in the action in a summary manner or 

7 otherwise. and may restrain in all such cases any pen,on from 

8 violating any of the provisions of this Act or rules and 

9 regulations promulgated thereunder. 

1 Sec. 14. 1. Failure to obey any order is"ued under the 

2 provisions of sections eleven (11) and tweJw (12) made by the 

3 commissioner shall constitute prima facie evidence of contempt. 

4 In such event the department may certify to the district court 

5 of the county in which such disobedience shall occur the fact 

6 of such failure. The district court shall then proceed to hear 

7 and determine the matter and, if the order be found to be 

8 reasonable and lawful, to punish for contempt to the same extent 

9 as though such failure were in connection with an order made by 

10 the district court which is made punishable by contempt. 

11 2. Any person found guilty of contempt under this section 

12 shall be fined in a sum not to exceed five hundred dollars 

13 ($500.00). Each day on which such a violation occurs shall 

14 constitute a separate violation. The penalties provided in 

15 this section shall be considered as additional to any penalty 

16 which may be imposed by law and a conviction under this section 

17 shall not be a bar to prosecution under any other penal statute. 

1 Sec. 15. No existing civil or criminal remedy for any 

2 wrongful action which is a violation of any code, rule or 

• 

• 



HOUSE FILE 637 

1 Amend Houf,c File 63':' by adding to line three (3) of 
2 lIectlon nineteen (19) the following: 
:3 "nor ~hBI1 this A(.t apply to the taking of X~rny 
4 negati ... e~ or plate!; in eonne<..tlon with physical examinations 
5 and diagno~ of patients by persons licensed to praetire 
6 the professions de:;iKnsted in s~tion one hundred forty-six 
7 point tour (146.4), Code 1958." 

Filed 
April •• 1!.J61. RILEY of Linn. 
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3 regulation promulgated under this Act shall be excluded or 

!~~ 
\ ~:'r:'"'). 
" r ,;;l!i 
,,':,-, ,) 
~:, "''I, 

4 impaired by thi~ Act. 

1 Sec. 16. Re\'iew of any code, rule or regulation 

2 promulgated under this Act shall be by appeal to the district 

3 court. 

1 Sec. 17. If any section, subsection, ;,entence, clause, 

2 phrase, or word of this Act is for any reason held to be 

3 unconstitutional, such decree shall not affect the validity 

4 of any remaining portion of this Act . 

1 Sec. 18. The powers, duties and functions vested in the 

2 state department of health under the provision of this Act 

3 shall not be construed to affect in any manner the powers, 

4 duties and functions vested in the department under any other 

5 provisions of law. 

1 Sec. 19. Nothing in this Act shall be construed a,q 

2 adding to or deleting from the professional practices Acts. 

3 Title VIII of the Code of Iowa. 

EXPLAN A no:\' OF HOeSE FILE 6~7 

,I:: The problems of plotectin:,{ w{Jrms and the general public agajnHt unnecessary radi-
o ,~J ation is one which faces both federal and state governments. 
(, r.4 Federal legislation now provides tor the transfer of jurisdi<.,.tion or c@'rtain aspects of 

:.t".: 'i radiation sources to the ;:=.taws, ... .;th thc tran;:lfer made only to ~tates h:rving regulatory 
f,~ legislation and a.dequate regulat')ry control progt'ams 

~
' .... " In considermg the hazards of atomic energy. it has. becom~ evident that c()ntrol should 

> involve all types of radiation oources. induding x-ray machines. 
~ The administration of the bill is placw In the d~partment of health. with power to 

):.~,' promulgate rule,", and regulations to enforce the 3t.andards with respect. to the preven. 
~ tion of ~ceiSSiv~ radiation 
~~~ This bill provides ~or the creation of an advisory council to bt:: appomted by the gov· 
v:J'"~!{' ·ern()r and to ser\"e Wlthout eompensatlOn. 
~,~t It provid~ certain cnfor(;&ment proviSions and penalties for vioIation of the rules and 
~':'. ''It t"e$Niation:5 promulgated involvmg excessive radIation which is found to be hazardous . 

. :. This bill wlll not" interfere with present professional practices . 

Hoe~E FiLE 637 .. 1£> :", .~, 

1 Amend Hou~~ File 63i. s~C'tion five (!j), line seven (7), 
2 by addin~ after the~word "'mcdicin~," the word Hdentlstry,". 

. A-; 
Filed .:-J ",i,H 
?rbrch 30, 1961 (I . EDGc~c,-o!'.· of Frankl,to 

HoeSE FILE 63~ 
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HOt"Sf. FIl.E 6J7 

Amend Hou~ File 6;;7, ;;.eC'tion live (r,). II::' ~ollowl:l: 
1. Amend Ime ~ven (7) by sinkl!"'::': ", In( luding" "nd ill,.;~rt'ng 

in lieu thereot "snd the ph) aics thereof. such as" and by 
1115efting after "blOlosrv," thf' \\o0rd "or" 

Z. Am~nd line (?it!'ht it.) bv .5trikins:: the word" "antl 'ht' :.,h:.<::!(-) 
thereof""" . t " 

Filed U~A April l~. 1~61. CC!\:-;'TN('HAM of Slory. 

2 
3 
4 
5 
r. 

HOUSF. FILE G~7 

Amend House File 6:37 a~ follows 
By striking iine:-l ele\"en (11) thlough (<lUT'teen (14) 

of su~tlon three (3). l',eetl()n nin(' (q) 
2 By strikmg all ot !;,ubse<..tinn one (I), <;ection 

fourteen (4) 
3 By strlkm~ all of hne .. h~\·en (11) of -,eetlon 

f()urt~n (14) <lnd iubstituting \0 heu then·of the following 
. Any person found ~ or lIJlIte'npt under thIs Act", 

~ ~ I Rl1...l:Y of Linn. Filed 
April 19. 1961. t./' - J tl/ r c../ Dun·,- en Dubuque. 
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• 
I10!"Sr. rILE LuUt~ 

1 , 
"' 7 , 
<. 

iC< 

~/,-y 
.. s(( :!l) \\':10(:\'(1 i.Jih'; ~,r : o"'-)(':,~e~ (J! ():Itr"ll"l ..... 'th :ntult 

~<, '0 :::;e. <'tr-'.; f:l:0;('~(6:'.L ,,) X-I';'.; n'(l.th:!:c :,), Ult: PJlpO~E' ot 
~hv/:' fit~:!"".g 0'1 at~c:r.lpti;lg ~,) III "h" ... ". 01 k:1o\\'ing!~ pt'l IT:ite ar.y 
~ud" .. m<'l.('!11ne, ...... hethL! <:1 :,o~ ic u<-:e. \0 le:r.a:n ():; b!" premIses, 
... I..lii ,,~ pllJ:l;;hed l)y ;\ f!r·e of n'.Jt 1II01~ lh!l.n fivE' hundrcri d()l!ul ~ 
01 "! .n:(jf!~l\llm ... n; PI tr.e c.>un:y ;ad fIJ! 1:01 :TIOI',> thal\ :-.ixt:o <Icly'" 
CI 0\' b,·th .-l,("h Iwo,' ",:.<1 ::1~pl"1"',n ... '('nt !::.td. ,l,lI., of <;I!(:I use. 
;·()-\"~,:sion '.;1 C(.'llt:I..'; ;.!;,::I L():J~t:·llt(· a "'e;::~Ha~e 'l()h;llO:. (If t'li'i' 

AL ~ 

1- lit',1 Sr.\NLF.Y 0: ;\·Iu~"::<lllr.1:' 

r:r.CI~(TO?'."" ot r ra:1kli:1 
CL..:,\:o:,\r.I!.\'f 0)1' ";~!y 

AI",:1.2(t 1:1(.1 
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