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March 14, 1961-
Motor Vehicles, Commerce 
and Trade. 

House File 616 
By CO~SOLIDATIO~ A~D COORDI
NATIO~ OF STATE GOVERI\:\IENT. 

Passed House, Date Passed Senate, Date .................. _ .. 

Vote: Ayes...... Nays.............. Vote: Ayes .. 

Approved .... _ ..... _ .............. _ .. _ ............... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act creating a port of entry board and pro,·iding for port 

of entry stations. 

Nays ............. . 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the Slat. 0; lo,':a: 

1 Section 1. This Act shall be cited as the "Port of Entry 

2 Act". 

1 Sec. 2. There is hereby created a port of entry board 

2 hereafter called the board. The board shall consist of: 

3 1. The secretary of agriculture. 

4 2. The commissioner of public safety. 

5 3. A member of the highway commission to be selected by 

6 the commission members. 

7 4. A member of the Iowa state commerce commission to be 

8 selected by the commission members. 

9 5. The director of the motor vehicle fuel-tax division. 

10 A majority of the board shall constitute a Quorum for the 

11 transaction of business. ~o deputy shall act on the board for 

12 his principal. The terms of the members of the board shall be 

13 co-extensive with the term of office on the commission or in 

14 the department which they represent. 

1 Sec. 3. The board shall designate the main highways upon 

2 which commercial motor vehicles that are transporting passengers 

3 for hire or property for hire Or resale shall enter and leave 

4 this state, and shall establish registration stations or places 
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5 where inspection and registration service shall be maintained. 

1 Sec. 4. All commercial motor vehicles transporting into or 

2 through this state any pa.qsengers for hire or property for hire 

3 or resale by means of the public highways of this state must 

4 enter the state on a highway designated by the board, and shall 

5 stop at such registration place as shall be designated by the 

6 board. and obtain a clearance sticker. 

1 Sec. 5. The operators of any motor vehicles described in 

2 section four (4) of this Act shall make out and deliver to the 

3 agent of the board a manifest showing the name of the owner of 

4 the "ehicle, the name of the operator, or driver, the name of 

5 the forwarding or other company in whose sen' ice said vehicle 

6 is licensed, the license number, the state in which said 

7 \'~hicle has been g-ranted a commOn Or contract motor carrier 

8 permit, if an),. and number of such permit, the motor number, 

9 the serial number of the vehicle, and a description of such 

10 vehicle, the point of origin of the shipment, the ultimate 

11 destination of the shipment, the gross weight of the vehicle 

12 and cargo, and the factory list capacity or the actual capacity 

13 if rebuilt, and the number of miles to be traveled within the 

14 state and the nature, amount and coverage of all public liability 

15 and other insurance carried upon said vehicle and upon the cargo 

16 thereon. The operator of said vehicle shall declare upon said 

17 manifest the number of the highway or highways which he intends 

18 to use within the state and the place where he intends to leave 

19 the state. The manifest shall be signed by the operator and 

20 filed with the person in charge of said registration station. 

21 The operator of said "ehicle shall present for inspection to the 

22 person in charge of the registration station a copy of billing 
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23 or invoice describing the contents of the cargo and the weight 

24 thereof. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

The person in charge of such registration station shall verify 

the information contained upon billing or invoice and shall check 

the license, permit, motor and serial numbers, weight and 

description of the vehicle. Such person shall likewise inspect 

said vehicle and ascertain whether the same is in safe and 

roadworthy condition, properly equipped with all lights, brakes 

and other appliances required by any statute of this state, in 

such condition as to be safe for operation upon the public 

33 highways of this state. 

34 The person in charge of said registration station shall 

35 likewise satisfy himself as to the contents of the cargo, the 

36 weight thereof, and is authorized to interview operators to 

37 obtain information in respect thereto, and if in doubt as to the 

38 declared weight may order the cargo weighed before issuing any 

39 clearance certificate for such motor vehicle. 

40 The person in charge of said registration station shall 

41 further inspect the contents of such \'ehicle to determine whether 

42 Or not all taxes on gasoline and motor fuel. and all taxes on any 

43 other property have been fully paid. 

44 The person in charge of said registration station shall 

45 further inspect such vehicle and its contents to determine 

46 whether or not all laws and all rules and regulations of the 

47 departments of this state with respect to public safety, health, 

48 welfare and comfort have been fully complied with. 

49 No commercial motor vehicle transporting passengers for hire 

50 or property for hire Or resale shall be allowed to proceed from 

51 inspection stations designated by the board until it has been 
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52 registered and inspected and a clearance certificate issued 

53 therefor. 

1 Sec. 6. The powers and duties of the board shall be as 

2 follows: 

3 1. To make all necessary rules and regulations for the 

4 enforcement of this Act. such rules to comply with chapter 

5 seventeen A (17 A) of the Code. 

6 2. To designate a sufficient number of highways entering this 

7 state to reasonably meet the needs and requirements of persons, 

8 firms and corporations operating motor vehicles for the 

9 transportation of passengers and property for compensation who 

10 enter this state from beyond the boundaries. The board Shall 

11 establish ports of entry at points as near the borders of this 

12 state as is practicable. 

13 3. To acquire land necessary for such stations by purchase or 

14 condemnation and construct such station subject to the approval 

15 of the executive council. The board may also enter into lease-

16 purchase agreements in obtaining the property and buildings for 

17 such stations. 

18 4. The board may employ such staff as it deems necessary to 

19 manage properly and to give service to all persons required to be 

20 inspected and required to give information at port of entry 

21 stations. Inspection procedures and items to be inspected shall 

22 be prescribed by the port of entry board. 

23 5. The board shall set up facilities and personnel capable of 

24 combining the inspections at the port of entry which would 

25 normally be performed upon motor can-iers traveling in this state 

26 by the state commission. the highway commission. the 

27 public safety department. the gas tax di\'ision of the state 
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28 treasurer's office and the department of agriculture. Inspections 

29 to be combined shall include, but not be limited to, the checking 

80 of routes and rates charged by carriers; the weight, length and 

• 31 size of the vehicle; the license and registrations of the 

32 vehicle; the compliance with the gas-tax laws of the state; the 

33 inspection by the agricultural department in enforcing the laws 

34 of this state pertaining to transportation of agricultural 

35 produce Or livestock. 

36 6. The port of entry board shall cause to be printed 

37 clearance certificates which may readily be fastened to the 

88 wi.ndshield ofa motor earlier. The clearance certificate shall 

39 be of such design, color, and printing so that it can be readily 

40 identified. 

1 Sec. 7. The clearance certificate shall be issued to the 

2 motor carrier after the person in charge of such port of entry 

3 station is satisfied that all the various inspections have been 

4 carried out. :l-lotor carriers displaying such certificates shall 

5 not be unnecessarily detained for the purpose of performing any 

6 inspection previously performed at a port of entry station. 

1 Sec. 8. The following \'ehicles shall be issued exempt 

2 stickers and shall pass through ports of entry without delay: 

3 1. Motor carriers of passengers operating on regular routes 

4 between contiguous cities of this and other states where the 

• 5 

6 

routes in this state do not extend beyond the corporate limits of 

the city in this state or beyond the urban territory within three 

7 miles of such corporate limits; nor sha.ll the provisions of this 

8 Act apply to the motor carriers of passengers operating On 

9 regular routes between any such city and adjoining state and 

10 urban territory in this sta.te within three miles of corporate 
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11 limits thereof where such operations are part of the general 

12 local transportation system in such cities. 

13 2. The trucks used exclusively in delivering newspapers 

14 directly from the publishers thereof to distributors. 

15 3. Truck. hauling United States mail. 

1 Sec. 9. Owners of exempted vehicles shall upon application to 

2 the board be issued sufficient stickers to mark each vehicle 

3 owned. 

1 Sec. 10. Violation of any provision of this Act shall be 

2 punishable by a fine not more than one hundred dollars or by 

3 imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding thirty 

4 days. 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 616 

This bill creates a port of entry board to establish ports of entry on the borders ot 
the state for the purpose of doing all the inspection or commerce now done by the fo1-
lowin~ separate state agencies Ilt different times: agriculture department. public safety 
department, hiJ;hwlIY commission, commerce commission, motor ,·ehicle. fueJ tax division 
of treasurer's office. 
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