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February 24, 1961. 
Passed on File. 

Passed House. Date ........ 'i.: .. €.1..:.~L 
Vote: Aye6 ....... ~t .. Nays ..... A ...... 

House File 520 
By LISLE and G I'ITf:'<S. 

Passed Senate, Date ................... _ .. 

Vote: Ayes.. Nays ........... .. 

Approved ........................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the payment of support and treatment charges 

for the mentally ill. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State 0/ Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred thirty point twenty·th·e 

2 (230.25), Code 1958, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 

3 follo\\;ng paragraph: 

4 "ender the provisions of this section the charge or lien 

5 imposed upon any property of the patient or tho,;e legally 

6 bound for the support of any such patient for the cost of hi:; 

7 support and treatment shall be one hundred per cent (100o/c) 

8 of the total costs for the first six months, se\·enty·five 

9 pel' cent (75 %) for the following six months and fifty per 

10 cent (50%) of the total cost thereafter. Patients having 

11 intermittent hospitalization shall pay on a cumulative 

12 basis." 

EXPLAXATIOX OF HOUSE FILE 520 

The cost of keeping patients in our mental hospitals il3 now around $7 per day_ This 
great increase has come about be<:ause of the rise in the cost of living, but principally 
is due to the hil;h intensive treQtment costs now in erTect. This is causing a t<!rrific 
burden on the families of the patients who are asked to reimbuCl,e the count:;' for this 
high cost. 

If this bill is pas8e<i. the cost is charged at the present high rate for six months, 
then is reduced to 'i5 percent of the rate for another eix months, and there.a!ti!r at 50 
percent. 

Another bill is introduced which will nssist in better collection from the families of 
the patients. The sponsors of the bill belie\"e that both bills should be passed; this one 
reducing the amount of the charger after six months, and the other one providing for 
better collection. 



HoeSE FILE 020 

.\rrU:'TIII Hou,;e Fil~ 5:l0 by :'Ill iking ()lIl ",:1 a~'l-CI th~ UI.I('ti·l~ dau"e 
'2 i.lnd ins(:rtin~ ~c lif:'u thereof th~ fo!~owinv.; 
1 ~~cli()n 1 Se<:t-ion two h\.tndr~d thir:\,' p'Ji::: t.w;::;:':-' t 2:W.20), Code • 
<1 I<)G8. ~~ ·I~"'tel.)y a:l:cnc,ed by ~:riklLg- tiw \\'1):'0 "pl.\l~("~):_':"· ~Il U;,.e ·.hl\. .. "'C (a) 
;'i l.lnd insettin}; in lieu tli(;(eof the w()rd:-, "~r_pllli..,n!"" a:tJ .oU·l~uL(:nt.s." 
t; SI;'<:. 2. S~l.:tlOIl tw\. hunllred !.n:l'ty poi:t~ ~\\'e:1:'Y (201\2(:), Cod\:: 
7 1£'58. j~ hereOf ame~lded or inserting afte)' L~e w,.!'d "certify" in line 
S three (3) the following: ", as authorized by the board C)f control ui 
9 sttllc in_~titut:on') on a bilsis determined from th~ !lm();':~lt of -:~f \::..:.'('.,> .,.c/ 

, h . " ",g."".~ ".1 
10 rendere ... eac pallcnt.. ~~ ~~ro .... '" - '-' 

Filed CO!'ot;"lIrfEF. 0:-'; DI:;PAKT~lE.NTAL A.n'AIRS, 

April 4, 100]. fRFJ) ~L J,\R~IS, ChainrWl1. 

HOUSE FILE 520 

1 Amend th~ committee amf'ndment to House File 520 filed April 
2 4, 1961, by addin~ thereto the followinJt se(:tion: 
S Sec. 3. S(>Ctiun two hundred thjrty 'point twenty-five (230.25L 
-1 Code 1958, is herebY amended by striking the period in line six 
5 (6) after the word "person" and adding thi:! following: ", except 
(; that the charge or lien ~hall be limited to three hundr~ dollal'S 
7 ($30() per month." . v;.l. 

Filed ~ [Y 1 ~t I GITTI'" of Pottawattamie. 
Apnl 14, 1961. ~ - MESSERLY of Black Hawk. 

-- ---, 
HOUSE f'ILE 520 

1 Amend House File 520 b:r adding thereto the following new 
2 ~tion; 
3 ChDpter two hundred twenty-two (222). Code 1958, is amended 
4 by adding thereto the following new section: 
5 "The su~rintendents of Glenw(}oo stare sch(}ol, Woodward 
6 :~t.ate hospital and sehool and the four mental health institutes 
j under the board of control shall quarterly inform th<; county 
8 auditor of the county of residence of any patient having 
9 an amount in excess of one hundred dQl1urs which is held 

10 by the .institution in a personal account for sa;d patient. 
11 "When the personal account of such patient rcache;; five 
12 hundred dollars. the county attorney shall assist the ~ounty 
13 \l.uditor in establishing a guardi.anship of the property of such 
14 patient.» 

Flied and adopted 
April 27. 1~ GrrTlXS of Pottawattamie. 

HOUSE'FILE 520 

1 Amend the title to House File 520 by adding thereto the 
2 following: ", and relQting to the personal accounts of 
3 patients in cet-tnin institutions under the board of control." 

Filed and adopted 
April 27. 1~ GI1'TT:"-:S (){ ""ottawat.tu.mi~ .• 
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