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9, 1959. 

P"""od Senate, Date, __ ................. __ __ 

Vote: Ayes. ............... Nays ........ ____ . 

S. J. R. 16 
By SHAFF, LONG and EDELEN. 

(As Passed by the House.) 

Passed House, Date ............ __ . 

Vote: Ayes .. ______ ........ Nays __ . 

Approved ........................................................ .. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION ,-:~:'-f~iY , J»,~*tJ~,· ;;'i 
A JOi,nt Resolution proPosi:,g ~ cOlll!titutional amendment '~_ r,,;:!-/,' ,~' 5'!:' ;. 

relatmg to representatIOn in the senate and house Y! ;;. ~<, J) , . 

of representatives and to the classification of ') ,"" : ' C r 
senators, 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The following amendment to the constitution 

2 of the state of Iowa is hereby proposed: 

3 1. Section six (6) of article three (III), section 

4 thirty-four (34) of article three (III) as amended in 1904 

5 and 1928, sections thirty-five (35) and thirty-six (36) of 

6 article three (III) as amended in 1904, and section thirty-

7 seven (37) of article three (III) are hereby repealed and 

8 the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

9 Section 6. The senate shall consist of seventy (70) 

10 senators. Subject to the provisions of section thirty-five 

11 (36) of this article, senators shall be so classified by 

12 lot that one class, being as nearly one-half (1h) as possible, 

13 shall be elected every two (2) years. 

14 Section 34. In each redistricting accomplished under 

15 the provisions of section thirty-six (36) of this article, 

16 seventy (70) senatorial districts shall be established, each 

17 entitled to one (1) senator. The population unit in the senate 

18 shall be determined by dividing the whole number of the 

19 population of the state, as shown by the most recent decennial 
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20 United States census, by seventy (70). The boundaries of 

21 senatorial districts shall be so drawn that each district 

22 shall have a population, as shown by the most recent 

23 decennial Unit~d States census, equal to that of every other 

24 district, a deviation of not more than ten (10) per cent from 

25 the population unit being allowed; shall consist of compact 

26 and contiguous territory; and shall, as far as possible, 

27 lie wholly within a single county. Areas joined only at 

28 the corners thereof shall not be regarded as contiguous. 

29 Section 25. The terms of senators serving at the 

30 time of the first redistricting under the provisions of 

31 section thirty-six (36) of this article shall terminate on 

32 the last day of December following the first general election 

33 held after such redistricting. 

34 Following each subsequent redistricting under the 

35 provisions of section thirty-six (36) of this article, the 

36 terms of senators elected from those districts the boundary 

37 lines of which shall be changed thereby shall terminate on 

38 the last day of December following the first general election 

39 held after such redistricting, except as hereinafter provided. 

40 If the boundary lines of any senatorial district are not 

41 changed by surh redistricting, or if as a result of such 

42 redistricting the t~rritory of an~' senatorial district is 

43 reduced and no new territory is added thereto and the 

44 residence of the senator representing such senatorial district 

45 was at the time of his election and is at the time of 

46 such redistricting located within such new senatorial district, 

47 then the term of the senator from such senatorial district 

48 shall continue until the end of the term for which he was 

. . . 
• . " 
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49 elected. 

50 

51 

52 

58 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

68 

64 

65 

The body accomplishing each redistricting under the 

provisions of section thirty-six (36) of this article shall 

number the senatorial districts and shall SO classify such 

senatorial districts by lot that the senators from one (1) 

class of districts, being as nearly one-half (If.) the total 

number of districts as possible, shall be elected every two 

(2) years. However, any senatorial district having a senator 

whose term shall continue aftel' the last day of December 

following the first general election held after such redistricting, 

pursuant to the foregoing provisions of this section, shall 

be assigned to the class of distdcts which shall elect 

senators two (2) years after such general election. The 

first terms of senators elected at the first general election 

held after each redistricting shall be two (2) or four (4) 

years depending on the class of their rel!pective districts. 

The provisions of this section shall apply notwithstanding 

66 the provisions of section five (5) of this article. 

67 Section 86. The general assembly in nineteen hundred 

68 sixty-three (1963) and every ten (10) years thereafter shall 

69 redistrict the state into senatorial districts in a single 

70 legislative enactment. 

71 

72 

78 

74 

75 

76 

77 

In the event that the general assembly shall fail by 

the fivst day of May of any such year to so redistrict the 

state, then such redistricting shall be accomplished by a 

redistricting commission. On or before the last day of May 

of such year the state central committee of each of the two 

(2) political parties casting the highest number of votes 

for governor in the past preceding election shall appoint 
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78 five (5) resident qualified voters as members of such 

79 commission, and shall file with the secretary of state 

80 the names of sucll members. If either of the state central 

81 committees shall fail to file such names within the time 

82 prescribed, the governOl' shall appoint five (5) members of 

83 his choice from among the resident qualified voters of the 

84 political party of such committee. Each member of the 

85 redistricting commission may receive such compensation as 

86 may be established by Jaw. The redistricting commission 

87 shall redistrict the state into senatorial districts and 

88 shall file with the secretary of state a full statement of 

89 the senatorial districts and their boundaries and classification. 

90 :)!o redistricting statement shall be valid unless it shall 

91 have been approved and signed by at least seven (7) members 

92 of such commission. 

93 If the redistricting commission does not file the 

94 required statement by the first day of October of such 

95 year, it shall stand discharged and such redistricting 

96 shall be accomplished by the supreme court of the state. 

97 In such event, an appropriate order of the court setting 

98 forth the senatorial districts and their boundaries and 

99 classification shall be entered and certified to the 

100 secretary of state on or before the last day of December 

101 of such year; and such order shall be final. 

102 Upon petition by any ten (10) members of the general 

103 assembly within thirty (30) days after the adoption of the 

104 legislative redistricting act or the filing of the statement 

105 of the redistricting commission, as the case may be, the 

106 supreme court shall review such redistricting by the general 

• 

• 
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107 assembly or the redistricting commission. The supreme court 

108 shall give precedence to such petition over all other causes 

109 and proceedings. If the supreme court finds that such 

110' redistricting does not fully comply with the provisions 

III of the constitution, the court may enjoin any action thereunder 

112 and the court shall accomplish such redistricting. In such 

118 event, an appropriate order of the court setting forth the 

. 114 senatorial districts and their boundaries and classification 

115 shall be entered and certified to the secretary of state; 

116 and such order shall be final. 

117 In the event that prior to a final adjudication of 

118 the constitutionality of the legislative redistricting act 

119 or the statement of the redistricting commission, nominations 

120 for senators shall have been made and such nominations shall 

121 not be in accord with the court's order, the requisite number 

122 of qualified candidates for senators shall be chosen in the 

123 manner prescribed by law. 

124 Redistricting shall be deemed to have taken place 

125 thirty (30) days after the adoption of the legislative 

126 redistricting act or the filing of the statement of the 

127 redistricting commission, if no petition for judicial review 

128 shall have been filed within said period of thirty (30) days 

129 as provided herein; or upon the certification to the secretary 

130 of state of the supreme court's redistricting ol'der as 

131 provided herein. However. such redistricting shall become 

182 effective on the first day of January following the first 

133 general election held after such redistricting; but the 

134 senatorial districts established by such redistricting shall 

135 be the senatorial districts for the purpose of such election. 
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136 Redistricting under the provisions of this section 

137 shall be final and binding upon all concerned until the next 

138 redistricting under the provisions of this section becomes 

139 effective, notwithstanding any other pro\;sions of the 

140 constitution. 

141 Wherever used in this section and in section thirty-

142 five (35) of this article, the words"general election" shall 

143 mean a general election at which members of the general 

144 assembly are elected. 

145 Section 37. The house of representatives shall consist 

146 of ninety-nine (99) members. The representative districts 

147 shall be the same as and identical to the area encompassed 

148 by the county lines as said county lines exist on January 1, 

149 1959, and the voters of each of the repl'esentative districts 

150 shall elect a representative from each of said representative 

151 districts. 

1 Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment is hereby 

2 referred to the general assembly to be chosen at the next 

3 general election for members of the general assembly, and the 

4 secretary of state is directed to cause the same to be published 

5 for three (3) consecutive months before the date of said 

6 election as provided by law. 
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thereof 4. By .trildng 

10 ' the following: 
/land eontl~~us 'te~ritory; and sball
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as far .as ,'practicable,:lie 11 

t' - ~,. ," 

12 wholly within a siitgl@:' co~nty and conform to the boundaries, ,of to:wn~ :-, 
'. .' . .. . '. .... . sbjPs., 

1$ nnd voting pr,ecincts. Areas, joined only at the point of a corner~thereof'::: 
14 shall not be regarded'~ a,s' contiguous.". ".'., _ ", c -" 

15 5 .. By inserting in -lin,e, 52 after the word "th@" the ,woras 'jne~ , 
16 or changed". '," ' - , ,,' .","~:. -: 

6. By st;i!dng aU of lines 67 through 144 and inserting in lieu ... _ .• ' 17 
18 thereof .the following: . . '. . .' 
19 "Section S6. In .nin~ hundred sixty-three (1963) and e~.ry • 
20 tenth (lOth) year thereafter, the state .hall ha ~iStricted' intO " -.: 
21 senatorial" districts .AS: hereinafter provided. On or, before the fifteenth' '::. 
22 (15th) day of Xovember of nineteen hundred sixty-t,vo (1962), .and. 

on~or'" 
23 eefore the first (1st) day of July of nineteen .. hundred seventy-tWo 

(19,2) .. ' 

." /',' 

, , 

24 and every tenth (lOth) year thert>after, the state, c'entral comnutte,,<,.: ,~ '-
25 of each of the t\i:~ (2) :political partie.s cagtfug the high~t'1¥1,~:t:!, _"::,:,~~~,:,,,, 

26 for g,oveIilor in the_last pr:eceding election sh,all appoint five ", "J" ,c. , 

27 (5) qu31i~ed voters ,as members of, a redistricting_commission, 
28 and shall file with the secret~ry. ot state the" names ,of such 
29 rn~mbers. -Ii either, state central commit,tee fails to fl.le such 
30 names within the time ,prescribed; the-'governor shall promptly" , , 

appoint five (5) members of his choi •• from among the qual~ed 
,voters of. the political "party of such_ committee,. Each member-of 

81 
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88. 
34 
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37 

the redistricting commission me.y receive such compensation,'as' 
~ay be established by la:w. . . . 

The, redistricting_ cOmmission shall redistnct., the state into 
senatorial. diStricts and,_sbaU, on or before tbe first ,day" of " 
February of the year in which such redistricting is to take pJa<e, 
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notwithstanding any_ 
Wherever used in' this section anel..in . thirty-Ave (85). 

of this article, the words. 'general ejection' shall'mean a ' 
~eneral election-at which members ot the general assembly,are 
elected." 

Substitutsd. filed and loot 
April 22, 1959. 

By SHAW. GETTING, Boonr~y.1 S~~A~;\.:~:,,-,:~·::)~.:~~,.,. 
GrLLES.P~, SCO'M'. RtNGG~~. Lor-lG'<""":'~'-;:~;.i,~"" :l'-;'; 
LYN'ES, Wmm. BL"'l"LDt. W.u.KPt, "p~~~,:~'.~'.:~~. :.,.;)?~ 
ELllAR, HENRY, HoXIE, HARBOR, Mn.u!:R:,""~::_"_ '..:~'.' ,'1. 

Tt:RNElt, GJW.I~. PYUa; and P~~:~:7:f~;,·.:::;?~'-i:~ 
. ~\~~. ,;- ":':."' 
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26, 1959. 
on File. 

s. J. R. 16 
By SHAFF, LONG and EDELEN. 

(As Passed by the Senate.) 

'3/;' (,. 
Pass<!d Senate, Date ............ _ ....... _ .. . Passed House, Date ..... :i:.i..~ .. !F..J 

Ayes .. ?. . .7.. .... Nays . ..JL.. .. . Vote: Ayes ... 'l..L .... NaY8 .. .!..~ .. 
Approved ........................................................ . 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 
A Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment 

relating to repr~.~tation in the senate and house 
of representatives and to the classification of 
senators. 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The following amendment to the constitution of 

2 the state of Iowa is hereby proposed : 

3 Section six (6) of article three (III), legislative department, 

4 constitution of the state of Iowa, and sections thirty-four (84), 

5 thirty-five (35) and thirty-six (36) of article three (III), legislative 

6 department, constitution of the state of Iowa as adopted by 

7 amendment in 1904, and the amendment to section thirty-four 

8 (34) of article three (III) as adopted in 1928 are hereby repealed 

9 and the following is adopted as a substitute therefor: 

10 "Section 34. The state shall be divided into fifty-three (53) 

11 legislative districts along county boundaries as they existed on 

12 January 1, 1959 as follows: 

13 1st District;-.Lee and Van Buren counties 

14 2nd District;-.Davis and Appanoose counties 

15 3rd District;-.Wayne and Lucas counties 

16 4th District;-.Clarke and Decatur counties 

17 5th District;-.Ringgold and l:nion counties 

18 6th District;-.Taylor and Adams counties 

7th District;-.Fremont and Page counties 
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20 8th District--Des Moines and Henry counties 

21 9th District--Jefferson and Washington counties 

22 10th District-Wapello and Monroe counties 

23 11th District--l\IiIls and illontgomery counties 

24 12th District--Muscatine and Louisa counties 

25 13th District--:I1ahaska and Keokuk counties 

26 14th District--I1Iarion and Warren counties..,....... 

27 15th District--Madison and Adair counties .. , 
28 16th District--Cass and Shelby counties 

29 17th District--Pottawattaroie county 

30 18th District--Scott county 

31 19th District--Cedar and Jones counties 

32 20th District--Johnson and Iowa counties 

33 21st District-Jasper and Poweshiek counties 

34 22nd District-Polk county 

35 23rd District-Dallas and Greene counties 

36 24th District--Audubon and Guthrie counties 

37 25th District--Harrison and :\lonona counties 

38 26th District--Clint{)n and Jackson counties 

39 27th District--Linn county 

40 28th District-Tama and Benton counties 

41 29th District-Marshall and Grundy counties 

42 30th District--Boone and Story counties 
, 

43 31st District--Carroll and Sac counties 

44 32nd District--lda and Crawford counties 
" 

45 33rd District--Dubuque county , 
" 

46 34th District--Buchanan and Delaware counties 
~. 

47 35th District--Black Hawk county f 
48 36th District--Hardin and Franklin counties 
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37th District-Hamilton and Wright counties 

38th District-Calhoun and Webster counties 

39th DiRtl'iCt-Woodbury county 

40th District-Allamakee and Clayton counties 

41st District-Fayette and Winncshiek counties 

42nd District-Butler and Bremer counties 

43rd District-Humboldt and Kossuth counties 

44th District-Buena Vista and Pocahontas counties 

45th District-Plymouth and Cherokee counties 

46th Di;;trict-Floyd and Chickasaw counties 

47th District-Hancock and Cerro Gordo counties 

48th District-Emmet and Palo Alto counties 

49th District-Clay and Dickinson counties 

50th District-Sioux and O'Brien counties 

51st District-Howard and Mitchell counties 

52nd District-Winnebago and Worth counties 

53 I'd District-Lyon and Osceola counties 

S.J.R.16 

"Section 35. Each legislative district shall be entitled to one 

senator. Representation in the houile of representatives from each 

of the legislative districts shall be determined as follows: 

Divide the whole number of the population of the state of Iowa 

as shown by the last United States decennial census by one hundred 

ten (110) and the resultant quotient shall be the population unit; each 

legislative district shall be entitled to ha\'e one representative elected 

therefrom for each population unit or a major fraction thereof, except 

each legislath'e district shall be entitled to at least one representaHve. 

"Section 36. 1. Each legislath'e district which is entitled to 

two (2) or more representatives shall be divided into subdistricts 

corresponding in number to the number of representatives to which 
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78 the legislative district is entitled. 

79 2, Representatives shall be residents of the subdistricts from 

80 which they are elected and shall be elected by the voters residing 

81 in the respective subdistricts from which t11e representatives are 

82 elected, 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

3, The general assembly shall provide by law a means whereby, ~""?.: 

upon l'eceipt by the secretary of state of the official, certified ±;~~? 

population figures of the state and of each county after each United ~\~'i~~ 
,,\!ole''':1/! 

States decennial census, each legislative disttict, entitled to more \$::?i.i' 
than one (1) representative, will be divided without further legis~lf 

lative (.:, 
action into representative subdistricts of contiguous territory, of ; ~:, ... 

like interest and as compact and nearly equal in population 'as 

possible, in each of which one (1) representative shall be elected 

in the succeeding general election; except in such legislative 

districts each county shall be entitled to at least one (1) represent-
ative. 

In the event the general assembly fails to provid~ such a law, 

or in the event of repeal of such a law once adopted, or in the event 
"'\;-)-:~~ .• : 

the legislative districts have not been subdivided in accordance with ~~:~." 
<. '.' 

such law by the first day of May following the convening of any 

session at which pl'ovision for such subdividing was to be provided, 

said subdividing of stich legislative districts shall be accomplished 

99 by a commission as follows: 

100 Within thirty (30) days after such first day of !).fay, the executive 

101 council of the ~tate of Iowa shall appoint a commission of ten (10) 

102 members, one (1) from each United States congressional district in 

103 the state of Iowa and the remaining members at large, and in the 

104 event there are more than ten (10) United States congressional 

105 districts in the state of Iowa then said commission shall be composed. , .. " .... , 
~~·t~;/ y~t1: 

of the same number of members as there are congressional districts, \::;';'~ 
,,~.>J:~/:..: , . +. .... 

106 

/f:'>·V .. ~· 
. ~. ,.~.::~ '.'--.~ 

.> 
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107 one (1) member to be appointed from each congressional district, 

108 except when the total congressional districts result in an odd 

109 number. then one (1) additional member shall be appointed at large, 

,J . 110 and said commission so appointed shall have equal representatives 

-.. 
I 

III from the two (2) political parties casting the highest number of 

• 112 votes for the governor in the last preceding general election. .. 
l 113 Said commission shall subdivide the legislative districts into sub-

114 districts in the lllilnner herein prescribed and shall file with the 

115 secretary of state a full statement of the legislative districts 

116 and their subdistricts by the first day of September in the year 

117 the general assembly should have and failed to subdivide the r-.. 

118 legislative districts. Their said statement when signed by a majority 

- .. 119 of said commission shall have the force and. effect of law. Dividing 

120 of the legislative districts by such commission shall be binding 

121 upon the people until the next Cnited States decennial census, not-

122 withstanding to the contrary the provisions of section one (1). article 

123 three (III) of the distribution of the powers of the constitution of the 

124 state of Iowa." 

125 Further amend the constitution by adding as section seventeen 

126 (17) to article twelve (XII) the following: 

; , 127 "In the general election for members of the general assembly in 

128 1962 the senators representing the odd-numbered districts shall be 

129 elected for four (4) year terms and the senators representing the 

130 even-numbered districts shall be elected for two (2) year terms. 

131 Thereafter all senators shall be elected for four (4) year terms as 

132 provided in section five (5) of article three (Ill). The terms of all 

133 senators elected prior to the effective date of this amendment shall 

134 terminate on December 31, 1962. 

135 After approval of this amendment by the general assembly in 
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136 1961, the assembly shall provide by law for the implementation of 

187 subsection three (3) of section thirty-six (36) of article three (III) 

138 as herein provided, contingent upon the approval of said amendment 

139 by a majority of the electors." 

1 Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment is hereby referred 

2 to the general assembly to be chosen at the next general election 

3 for members of the general assembly and if approved such amendment 

4 shall be submitted to the people at a special election held in 1961, 

5 and the secretary of state shall cause the same to be published for 

6 three (3) consecutive months previous to the date of said election 

7 as provided by law. 

SEXATE JOINT RF;SOL-UTIOK 16 

1 Amend S~nate Joint ~SlJhltion 1G as follows: 
:2 Amend Senate Joint Resolution 16 by striking :tIl after 
3 tr:e resol ..... ing ciause and inserting in lieu thereDf the 
4 following: 
!) "Section 1. The follQwin~ amendment to the constitution 
6 of the state of 10,,-a is herebY proposed: 
i "1. Se<tion six (6) of article three (III), 5~tion 
8 t:'1irty-four (34) of Article three (III) lUI amended in 190·t 
9 ar:d 1928, ~t!ction~ thirt..y-Ih·e (35) ll::d thiny-~ix (36) of 

10 a;:ticle three (III) 315 ~m~nd~d in 190·1. nnd section thirty~ 
11 se'''en (37) o~ artkle three (III) are hereby l'epe9.led and 
1~ the follQw~ng adopted in lieu thereof: 
13 "S~ti0n G. The senate shall consi~t of seventy (70) 
14 ~e;.~tor!>. Subje<:t to the provi;5ions ot ~ection thirty-five 
15 (:35) of this article. ser.aton~ :;hall be so cla:;l:Iifi~d l>y 
16 lot that one class. being as nearly one·ha.lf (1,2) 9.~ pOl'\I:libl~. 
1-7 shal: be elected en~ry two (2) year!). 
18 "Section 34. In each rffiistricting :Lccomplished under 
19 the provisions of !>ection thitty·six (26) of this urticle, 
20 seventy (70) senll.torial districts shall be estnblished. each 
21 e;.titl~d tQ on~ (1) senator. The populatior. unit in the senate 
22 ~ha!: be (:etermi:-:ed by dividing the whole number of the 
2~ lJo;mlat:(lo of th~ Hate. as !>hown by the most recent decennial 
24 l'nited States cenSU!:i, by se .... enty (70). The boundaries of 
25 ser.atoriul di::.tricts shall be so drawn that each district 
26 bhall h1: \'(~ a population, as ~hown by the most re<:ent 
2i d~cennial t:'niterl States census, equal to that of every other 
~8 di:=trict. il. de ... iatiol~ of not more than ~n (lO) per cent from 
29 t.he population unit being allowed; shall consist of compact 
30 and conti~ous territory; and shall, as far ¥ possible, 
31 lie wholly within :l single county. Areas joined only at 
32 the corners thereof shall not be regarded as contiguous. 
33 "Section 25. The terms of senators serving at the 

- 34 --tim~ or the. first 're.dlstrktin~ under th'e prO'o'\sions of 
35 I'ection thirty·six (36) of this article ehall terminate on 
3t3 the last day of December 'follo'\\;~ the firRot gen~ral e1~tioD 
~7 held nf~cl' ~llch redistricting . 
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~e!"·n;-:. .::' .~~nl!tors ~!<!(:ej :·rorr. :~l;)j~ .;is:r:c::: :ho;> :)oll;.dary 
.:~I:!--: .;r" ·.\"h:,~:-t ~i~l~:: ',e -=h~n..:(etj :;lel·~l;:· ·;::d ·~l·:r.:!::.\:e )T'; 

:~e ::':':-f7 ,~ ... : .,t" Dect':::i:>e!" :cdc·"·I~~:: :h~ :;:-:::: ~'l::\::',l; ::CC:::Otl 
~~e:j ,"'.t"~~r ,,:..:..:n :·~'''::S::-:(:i::=:. eXC~l·t .l~ ~t.!;e:r.,~:':e~· :)!"",·:ded . 
!t :he ~,t')l:r.:.il\t':" ::r.(;:" ox .lr.~' ,~~~:J:0!'::\1 ,:·.S~:-:C·. l.rfo ~ot 
..!:-;;\r.Il;~~ hy ,,::,,:!-:. :·c~::s:r:c::::~. w :' ;\s ,'. :'e~·.;jt )t ~.i.!(;:-t 

~'~di3:I':..:~:n~· ~::<l :er:·:tv~7 Ji ..lar ~':-!Ut()t":I.l: ;:l'C':':: ,:. 
:·~d',.li;~': .1:":;: :~(J ~:e'.\' :!':!':'ltO;:: :.:. .lucted :he!'~!,; ;.:nc :hC' 
:·'i!.;i\;~nc~ c):' :;le ~~nu.t'lI· :'~p:'C5en,:!I~ :;u..::: ,~!~:.l.'!:.>:':al ·.;i!!:ric~ 

'.\':.J.~. :I, ;:hl! :::)~;: ::' ::::-. <!;('<:::on ;"\wi :'5 ,\: :i'.~ :';·.it' .>:' 
~u<,'h :'e(.i;s~~·:c~:r.~ .')L·:.:reJ I,'::n:r. .;:.:ch .~e\" ~~:l.ll:on,:; ;,5t:·!L·t, 

~}-.e:'l ,j:e :~rm o~ t!)t! ~~:'!ator :'rorr. $\\C~ ~e;.a~0:-tU; di:>:~';c: 

snail ·~cn:.:~ue :..:n;.:] :he er:d ')1 :h.e :c~';n :"'~' · ... ~:~:h he ','.'[\:. 
e!ec:eJ. 

,--- .5'; 

"7ht> "Joey Jcc0!r.pi:sh:n~ ~ll"::-: :·:?;;::-;::·:c:;:~~ :;1,:"" :::I! 
,ro\'is:or,::; ,)i :.cc:ion :h:l':Y-ii::o:: ';;G', .:: :::;:: Jr:iC:F: ~~3il 

!1umeet" ';h> ~e~h\.:·'>l':.d Jist!"icts :l!'!d :,oail .,0 ·:!.::s:-:t~' ~JC~ 
;;enatonaI di~tr~ctl-i jy :Ot :::. ... ~ :he 3~r.<':':0!':: :r~m ..):le .' 
~ias3 01 .Hst:-:(;~, !;eing as nearly ~r.e-h!!.;~· :=! :r.e :J1:a; 
m~moer ')f distr:ctl'. ;).s po:.si:)ie. :)i:.a.i~ h~ e~e(":I!~ i?\'er:: :\\'.') 
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: 2) Ve!l.t's. :-10"'.'12"(':; .. my 5ena::o!":1l; ,i:s::';ct i:d·::r.~ ). -5enat0r 
~\'h-:;05e ~,:r. Jhail cO!lti;.:;e a~':er !ht!' :.a~t j<.).~. ): DecF:IT!of!!" 
:o;lo ..... :ng tr.e :irst i:'enero.l elec:io~ ~~!d ":Iter 5;,:cn r'ddi::::t::':cting, 
j)c:'s:...:a.nt ~o :r.e iore;oing- pr,." ... isi(::'l.s .):' :hi3 5ec::inr., ~.hil:! 

be ,u;signed :0 ::.r.e :;a53 of ··Ustl.":l"':S 'Nh:c~ snail elect 
5ena!Ol"S ~.\·o :2~ :'ea!"s a:::'ter .:,;,;(~ ~f.!!~er:::.. ·!:ec:;cn, '!'~e 

first ';erm~ of :.er.nt:)rs eiec~ed :};. :h~ -:,!,>: .::!:<?!1erai elec::on 
;leld :l:t~r e~ch :·edistl'~c~::').~ "h:lii !.>e : ..... :) ~ ~ ·)f ~··)u:- 't, 

:"ears deper.Ji!'lg 0~ ::11? c:a3s ):' :he:, ','~::.p~~~;\'( ,::s:r:c:.s. 
The ,rov:slO!lS of th:s !:iC'c::or. :,n .. ~l ;.\)ph· '~~l·.\":'~3tar:·.ii:-:~ 

_t!1C pr~"';5ions of ~e~~ion :low! ''); ')1 ::.his ar-:t:e 
"Sec:ic~ :!(i. !r.e gener:\i .:lssc-m":.>iy .~ :l:neteen ;lnr.c;cd 

:,.:x:y-,;h;:,~e ,l:)1)3) :lnci ~\"e;y :er. : :0) :"ea~'s :!Iere:.l.~·:'c; ,;nail 
:·er.:,,::·!C~ ~r.e 5ta.e :r.:o se:'!llcO r::..;.: :"j~s .. ric~3 :;: ,:; :.:~~;Ii! 

7'" :t!i)isi:lCi\'e enac';:r.ent. 

75 "In 'he OYent 'hat :he Jencrni ".,<",oi:.- 'Gai: !t.1i oy 
76 tho :;rst day " ~Ioy .J! any ",cn ye.c '0 '0 rec:s:r:« ::,e 

st!lte, ~hen 5t.:C!l :-eciistr:~:;r.g .:.:r.£\i: ::.e :l..;~orr.pi;sr.eci :)y a 
78 ,'eJi.:s:n;;!i:'!?, commission, 0n ,)r ;;efore t~le :ast ,lay ~:' :'olav 
;'9 .)! ;;:'lch y~a.1" ~:-te ;.ta~ central COl":'lrr:I~~e vI' eac!1 -::<r.' ~::e :· .... 0· 
';0 \2) ,Oiitica! pa~;e3 c~stir.g t..'11;> :l.:g-r.eH :~1lrr:0e; :):' '.'Ote:-. 
3:i. :0r ;;o\,er:l0r :n ~r.e :~st :n"ec\!d:~~ aiec';;on ~na': .':::l)O!~t 
32 :)\-e \!5 J :.-e~:dent qua~;fiea '."ore;s ~,3 :nemcer5 ,)I' s~;n 
S3 co:-nm:ss:on, and 3i1a.:: ~ie- ··\'1:h :he ~en'e,"al'Y d ,,:~:a 
,4 :he r.an:eS v: SU~il :~~~!':1Dt:!'"s :i ~!(~~r 'J: ':It: <,a:e .... en:l·;!.] 
,5 ;;orr.matee:. ~t", . .:i :'.;:; ::"", .~::! ·.Ilt:: ·:<.Imec; ·\,i:!lir. :ii~ ::ll:e 
.36 ,re:.'::~·~:.>e:J. :r.1:' g-OVI:'! ~'.>r ~i:a~. :~pp0;;:r ;-:':e .:)! ;';e:'r.;;<.:rs vI 
37 !lIS ..;r:OI\:C :r')!n .:mong :h~ :"~~:de:1t q\.:a;i:1f:(: ·."0:~:'S .J:' ~h 
·i~ ;lOiitkai /~u':y .j;:" > • ...:~~: ~~:r:rr.i::ee. £ol ... ~ .~ . ..:::1:)~!'" ,~. ::1." 
j9 redi:.tl·:~t:::g .:t):r.l~l:-~\()r. ;l,;'\~' :":ce;':f' .\lUI .... or.-qil:::::-.;;£l:O:": :.;s 
DO ~.ll'" 0t' o!:.;:t;biis~~(i ;):' ::;.'.\" ';:';-,e :'eu:;;,!': .... ~;i:~ .·~;:r.:;.~~:-.lt::' 
,,11 ~nuil ;·~(i;stl':(;~ :!~'" "t:.:.:e :nto ~e:.atO::::\; ·;:5~!'!c~~ .,0(: 

)~ "ilal: :-::..: ·.t·:::~ :r.l:: .::;;?c'i:;:~I1·~· .Ii: ·.:~\.te ,~ : .... :.; )( ... lel:ll'::: .,: 
:r.~ ~t':l,,::)~·:.U '1::-;:: :.:ts ;JC':<i :!'~;!' ·'v:.:r:.I.lJ.r:t"~ ,;n~ ::.~~~I:·~t:;l;0n. 

'.. ":") :·~(:i3t~·::.:::;.~ ~::,::en:~:"'t: .::,,;: ,e ','a;j,: ,:;.~e:!:s ,~ '::a:; 
.\.~ ::3':e ;~~e:~ ,~:);j!";\'<?'., ~;::-: ~"g-:--.~(; ':Y .. t .e~,< ~e\'e-;~ ; 
") 'Ii .;UC~ v):lII~\s:>!O:;. 

~~ "'It' ~r.e :'('(;:s:~':<!~ln~ ..!om.l:i~.-.i(i~ '.:0t:" :;vt :ili: :he 
!~ :'e0\lll e:; ,:;.re:~~~t ~)'.' :he ~n: ·jay 'it i)C::ODe; :)r ~uch 

"Y :'e.::l' .. : "i:.::i: :.'::::1(: ·C:5:.1ar~'!<l .!!IQ !::e::l :c~::>~!'::.:~::~~ 
lvu sh.lli: ;"e uc~')mp;:~.hed ~y ~;:e ~upl'e=':t! :.:O~l:': .j( :h~ it;l.te. 
:01 In ."co .·.·.0'. "r. "ppror,r,n,c rae' ": :". ,ocr: ,et!'og 
:02 ~'Ort:l -,~e ,~t!~~tOl':d ·...:is:;;I~·:.;; ;.).r:j :~t:l. ~()1\~darie5 Jr.<i 
-~'.) ,::!s.::s:rir.::!civn ir.:ll: ~e :::!1:f>!':?d ;1<'"1,: (~r:;:ie~i:0 :t<! 

:'.)4 ~e;,;:e:::.!':: 'I :5t;.~e ,:: ..:: .. ~~' ,:.~ :;le ':-,~~ ":'~': !: ;)ec~:r:;)t::-
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"'L'pon :h:~tilion by an:, t~:l (10) members of ~h~ ;.{e!'.~rul 

assembiy w~th.in thirty (30) do.ys utter the adoption of the 
leg-:slative ,cJistr:ctin~ act Ot" the niing of the state:ne:lt 
of lh~ redist::cting commis~il,)n • .1:. the case reay 00, the 
supreme court :;na!l rcv:ew such redistricting by tile genernl 
33sembj)~ or the redistricting commission. The ~upreme court 
shal: ;;l\'e j:lreceJence to ~uch petition over ail other causes 
and pnx;t'edin~~. If the l;upreme court finds !hat such 
redistric!.in~ does !lot fully comply with the provisions 
of the c0nstit~tion, the court :nay enjoin any ac~ion thereunder 
and the court shall accomplish such :redistric!.ing. In sl:.ch 
event. an appropriate order of the court set~inl; :'orth :he 
senat<>ria! districts and their boundaries and clas3ifica~ion 
shall be entered and certified to ~he ~retary of state; 
and ~uch ord~r :;.haH be finaL 

"In the event that prior to a final 3diudicatio~ of 
the constitutionniity of the legisiative rediotric!ing :1C: 

or the statem.ent {Jf the re<iistr:cting :!ornmission, nominations 
~or senatorS shall hAve been made llnd 3ueh nominations shall 
not !:>e in accord '-'"'ith the court's order, the requi~ite num~r 
of quaiified cl1ndidates ior s~nstors shall be chosen in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

"Redistricting shall be deemed to have taken ,lace 
thirty (30) days aiter the adoption of the legislative 
redistricting act or the filing of the statement of the 
redistricting commission, if no petition for judicial review 
shall have been tiled within said period of thirty (30) days 
as lH"O\<-ided herein; or unon the c~ti6.cation to thp: ~~t .. _ 

of .stata 0:' the supreme court's redistricting order a:-l 
provided herein. However, such redistricting shall become 
effe<:tive on the first day of January (ollowing th~ tint 
general eiection held after such redistricting; but the 
sena.torial districts establishcd by such redistric:mg shaH 
be the senatQrlal districts !'or the purpose of sueh ~iec':.ion, 

"Redistricting under the provisions of :hi3 section 
shall be finai and binding upon all concerned until the next 
redistrictinst under :he provisions of this section becomes 
effective. n~twithstandins; a~y other provision (>t !.h~ 

144 constitution, 
145 "Where\'er used in this 3~tion and :n "ection thir':.i'-
!46 five (35) of this article, the words "'general eiection" ~hQil 
147 mean a general election at which members ot' the gene::,si 
148 • assembly are el ~. 
14 " ec lon 7. The house of represen~' ·l~ei :;;halr consist ~--
150 of ninety-nine (99) members. The !"epresenta~ivO;! district. .. 
151 shall be the same a~ and identkal w the area encompassed 
152 by the county lines llS said county ~ine~ exist 'In Ja~lUar:; 1, 

153 1959. 3~d the voters of each of the representati .... e distr~ct::; 
154 shall elect a representative !'r(')m each of said. !"Qpresentati\'c 

155 
156 
157 
158 
15Q 
160 
161 

dist'l.""icts, 
··Sec. Z. The foregoing proposed amendmeni :s hereby 

referred to :he ze~erai as!'>E'mbly to be chosen at the next 
gene1:'ai election" :01:' members of the general assembiy, and, the 
secretary of state iii directed to cause the 3ame t(> De publl!)hed 
for three (3) consecutive month~ he fore the date of said 
election as provided by law", 

Filed :n committe"" of the whole 3r.d adopted 
April 8, 1959. STANLEY of Muscatine. 



EXP"A:-JATIO:-J OF STA:-JLEY A:ll;:::>:!))!E:-iT TO S.J.R. 16 

The author 0: this amendment. 3trongiy pre-fers the Study 
2 Comml:tee !'eapportionml?!lt pian (H.J.R. lO, or the Stuart plan 
3 tS . .J.R. 16, as pa:'bed by the Senate) t.o the reapportionment 
4- pill!l set out :n !.his amendment. However,:n the e\'ent that 
.") the Shalf-Walter pla.n is substituted !ot' the Stuart ;>ian by 
6 the House of Representat:ves, this amendment ";\, .. m be offel'ed. 

Its purpose is to change the Shaff-Walter plan to make it 
8 what its 5upporte~ auvocnte: a reapportionment plan with 
9 House repre~entation based entirely upon area and Senate 

10 re?re~entation based ent:rely upon population. T!l.e amendment 
11 pl'ovide!3 for the follOWing: 
12 1. House: ~9 Representatives, one from each county. 
13 This se<:tion is the same as ;n the Shaff bill. 
14 2. Senate: 70 Senators; representation on a true 
15 population basis. The population unit is determined by 
16 dh'iding the state population by 70. Deviation of up to 10"";' 

17 from tbe population unit is allowed. Connty lines must be 
18 followed wherevilt" possible, but county lines may be crossed 
19 where nece~8ary to keep t.lte population of each senatot"ial 
20 district 9tithin 10% of the population unit. 
21 3. This plan assumes that advocates of "one house on 
22 area, one house on popUlation" are sincere. Under the Shafl'-
28 Walter plan, the Senate does not represent population because 
24 of the ~;de variation in population of senatorial districts. 
25 In order to get true population representation in the Serulte., 
26 it is necessary to cross county lines in some cases. 
27 4. The increase to jO Senators cuts the size of senatorial 
28 districts; this change will prevent any 5-county or 6-county 
29 districts for many years. This is an increase of only 6 
so Senators over the maximum number under the Shaff bill 
31 (which allows up to 64 Senators). 
32 5. Redistricting in 1963 and e .... ery 10 years the1"eaiter 
33 shall b<> done, (1) by the legislature; (2) if the legislature 
34 fails to act, by a redistricting commission with equel repre-
35 sentation from both major political parties; (3) if tho 
36 <:ommission fails to llct, or if the SUpreme Court finds the 
37 redistricting unconstitutional upon appesl br 10 members of 
88 the General Assembly, then the state Supreme Court shall 
Z9 redistrict. 

Filed in <:ommittee of the whole and amendment adopted 
April 8, 19.9. STANLEY of Mu.scatina. 





fbrulary 25, 1959. 
on File. 

; 

? / ;) '" Passed Senate, Date ........... !.............. Passed House, Date ............ . 

Vote: Ayes .....• 1...J.:.. Nays ... C.L:.... Vote: Ayes ................ Nays ............. . 

Approved ......................................................... . 

A Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment 
relating to representation in the senate and house 
of representatives and to the classification of 
senators. 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The following amendment to the constitu-

2 tion of the state of Iowa is hereby proposed: 

3 Section six (6) of article three (III), legislative 

department, constitution of the state of Iowa, and sections 

thirty-four (34), thirty-five (35) and thirty·six (36) of 

; 6 article three (III), legislative department, constitution 

7 of the state of Iowa as adopted by amendment in 1904, and 
• 
• 8 the amendment to section thirty-four (34) of article three 

·9 
t 

(III) as adopted in 1928 are hereby repealed and the follow-

1~ ing adopted in lieu thereof: 

11 "Section 6. Senators shall be so classified by lot, 

12 that One (1) class, being as nearly one-half (\4) as 

13 possible, shall be elected every two (2) years. When 

1{. either class consists of a greater number than one-half 
· ", 
l~t (1;2) of the total number of senators, newly elected senators 

• 
16· : shall be annexed by lot to one (1) or the other of the 

1'i'.i two (2) classes so as to keep such classes equal, and the 
,. 

18 .. senators annexed to the greater of the two (2) classes 

.... ".".,,' shall serve for a. term of two (2) years nomithstanding 



\ ' • 

II 

S, J, R, 16 -2-

20 the provisions of section five (5) of article three 

21 (III), legislative department. constitution of the state 

22 of Iowa, 

23 "Section 34. The senate shall consist of sixty (60) 

24 ~enators, to be elected from sixty (60) senatorial dis-

25 tricts established by law. The state shall be divided 

26 into sixty (60) senatorial districts having as nearly 

27 equal population as possible. Where a senatorial dis-

28 trict is constituted of more than one (1) county, the 

29 counties shall be c~ntiguous, and no county shall be 

30 <!i,Ld!,d in forming such a district. At the first session 

31 of the general assembly following the adoption of this 

32 amendment and at each session immediately following the 

3:3 official publication of each succeeding decennial United 

34 States census thereafter, the general assembly shall take 

35 notice of the last preceding decennial United States cen-

36 sus and shall reapportion the senatorial districts as 

37 above prescribed. If the general assembly fails to act 

38 at the first session following the adoption of this amend-

39 ment, or the first session following the official publica-

40 tion of each succeeding decennial l:nited States census 

41 enumerating the population of the several counties in this 

42 state, the supreme court shall take judicial notice of the 

43 most recent decennial l:nited States census. and shall pro-

44 ceed to designate and apportion the senatorial districts 

45 as above provided. and shall file a report of its action 

with the secretary of the state of Iowa before November 1 

of the year in which the general assembly should have and 

failed to reapportion the senatorial districts. Redistrict-

•• 
• ~~ 

'1 
')~ 
4 
r 

~ 
~ 
,', 
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49 ing of senatorial districts by the supreme court s!W.lI be 

50 bi!1ding upon the people until the next decennial census, 

51 the provisions of section one (1), article three (III). 
, 

52 OfPhe distribution of powers, constitution of the state 

53 of .owa to the contrary notwithstanding. 

54 "Section 35. Where a county is entitled to more 

55 than oue .( 1) senator, such county shall be divided into 

56 the number of senatorial districts to which the county 

57 is entitled, and each senatorial district shall elect 

58 one (l) geMtnr. Each district in a county shall be 

59 composed of contiguous territory as nearly equal in 

60 population as possible. The division of each such 

S . . T. R. 16 

61 county into districts shall be made by a county districting 

62 commission within six (6) months of any reapportionment 

63 by the general assembly or supreme court. The county 

64 districting commission shall consist of eight (8) members, 

65 four (4) members of the senate to be appointed by the 

66 president of the sena!" and four (4) members of the house 

67 to be appointed by the speaker of the house, with equal 

68 representation from the two (2) major political parties 

69 in each house. If the county districting commission 

70 fails to act within the six (6) months, the division of 

71 each such county into districts shall be made by the 

72 supreme court within the next six (6) months. The county 

73 districting commission or the supreme court, as the case 

74 may be, shall file a report of its deciSion with the 

75 secretary of state which, upon filing, shall ha,-e the 

76 force and effect of law. 

The general assembly shall prodde by law for the 



S. J. R. 16 -4-

78 division of districts within a county entitled to more 

79 than one senator when changes in population, rather than 

80 changes in the number of districts within the county, 

81 indicate a change in district boundalies is needed. 

82 "Section 36. The house of representatives shall 

83 consist of ninety-nine (99) members. The representative 

84 districts shall be the same as and identical to the area 

85 encompassed by the county lines as said county lines 

86 elCist on January 1, 1959, and the voters of each of 

87 the representative districts shall elect a representa-

88 tive from each of said representative districts." 

1 Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment is hereby 

2 referred to the general assembly to be chosen at the 

3 next general election for members of the general Msemblv, 

4 and the secretary of state is directed to cause the same 

5 to be published for three (3) consecutive months before 

6 the date of said election as provided by law. 

EXPLA;-(ATION OF S. J. R. 16 

The joint resolution pro-vides for a representative from each county as they noW' exist 
and 60 senatorial districts to be apportioned on a popUlation basis by the General As .. 
sembly. Provision is made for the supreme court to reapportion senatorial districts it 
the General Aseembly iaih5 to do thifJ alter each federal census. Some eounties would 
be allotted more than one senator, and $enatorial districts within sueh counties would be 
formed by a connty diatricting commission comprised ot four Senators and four Repre­
sentatives. with &qual representation from each pohtical ~arty. Other counties would 
he joined together, but not divided. to form senatorial distrlcts. 
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