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• A BILL FOR 

• 

An Act to amend section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 
seventy-one (321.271), Code 1958, to permit the utilization of all 
accident reports, except the written report required to be forwarded 
to the department of public safety by the driver or occupant of a 
vehicle. 

Be It Enacted. by the General Assc·mbly of the State of [owa: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point two 

2 hundred se\'enty-one (321.271), Code 1958, is hereby amended 

3 by striking all after the word, "report", in line two (2), 

4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5 ""equired to be forwarded to the department by the driver 

6 or occupant of a vehicle invoh'ed in an accident as provided 

7 in section three hundred twentY-aile point two hUlldred sixty-six 

8 (321.266), section three hundred twenty·one point two hundred 

9 sixty·seven (:321.267). and section three hundred twenty-one 

10 point two hundred Rixty·eight (321.268) of the Code shall be 

11 without prejudice to the indiVidual so reporting and shall be 

12 for the confidential use of the department, except that upon 

13 the request of any person inh'ol\"ed in an accident, or the 

14 attorney for such person, the department shall disclose the 

15 identity of the persons involved ill the accident and their 

16 addresses. A written report so forwarded by an involved driver 

17 at occupant and received by the department shall not be 

18 admissable or used in e\'idence in any trial. civil or criminal, 

19 arising out of the facts 011 which the report is based, except 
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20 that the department shall furnish upon demand of any party to 

21 the trial, or upon demand of any court, a cel1:ificltte showing 

22 that a "pecified accident report has or has not been made to 

23 the departll'lect in compliance with law." 

EXI'LA~ATIO!>1 OF SENATE FILE ·163 

O:11y the report whkh an individual is compelled to l'm\ke-, (by legal compu1s.i.on). 
gl\vuld be kept cc>nfidential. 

1'h\~ lew as it no"".' stand~. which rl<qilires v. }lea;,;(: '.)ttlc~r to make un accident inveflti· 
gation report, and t-he~l k(::ep it confidrnt-ial works to the detriment of jtlsth.:e, ~nd the 
principle of obtaining ~tter. mOTe sci~ti:fi.c itwestigatlOn:;. 

Pt'!.!scntly, a peAc~ ufficer who has inve-~tigat~d an accident, (l.r.d wilQ rnay lmow the 
"truth'- Qf the facts of that ~CCltler.~ b o:i.t,cn pre\"ented from informing jud;es or 
jurilts of the tl'1)~ fnC"ts ~cause of th£> con{t:.sion ~twef:n n:ports an indi\'idual it 
compelled to make 3$ compared with a pea.ce offker'g accident investigation report. 

• 

• 


