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February 19, 1959. 
Passed On File. 

Senate File 337 
By COIIUIITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY. 

Passed Senate, Date ...... _ ............. _ .. . Passed House, Date ......................... . 

Vote: Ayes ................ Nays ............. . Vote: Ayes.:.............. N ays ......... _ .. . 

Approved ........................... _ ...... _ .... _ .............. . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the procedure and responsibility for the 

licensing and supervision of maternity homes. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred thirty-six point two 

2 (236.2), Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "Any person who advertises himself or holds himself out 

5 or is known as ha\ing or conducting any house or other place 

6 in which unmarried females are received, cared for or treated 

7 during pregnancy or during or after delivery, except women 

8 related to him by blood or marriage. shall be deemed to 

9 operate and maintain a maternity home. This definition 

10 shall not include a nurse who cares for women during confine-

11 ment in the home of the patient, nOr to include the office of 

12 a physician in respect to services before or after delivery 

13 if no overnight care is given, nor any institution under the 

14 management of the board of control or the board of regents, 

15 nOr any general hospital." 

1 Sec. 2. Section two hundred thirty-six point three 

2 (236.3), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from line 

3 two (2) the words, "hospital" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 3. Section two hundred thirty-six point fOllr (236.4), 
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2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from lines two (2), 

3 three (3), and seven (7) of such section, the word, "hospital" 

4 and inserting in lieu thereof the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 4. Section two hundred thirty-six point five (236.5), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in 

3 lieu thereof: 

4 "The state board of social welfare shall have the authority 

5 to grant a license for one (1) year to persons or organizations 

6 to conduct, establish, or maintain any maternity home." 

1 Sec. 5. Sections two hundred thirty-six point six (236.6), 

2 two hundred thirty-six point nine (236.9), two hundred thirty-

3 six point ten (236.10?, two hundred thirty-six point twelv.e 

4 (236.12), two hundred thirty-six point thirteen (236.13), 

5 two hundred thirty-six point fourteen (236.14), two hundred 

6 thirty-six point twenty-four (236.24) and two hundred thirty-

7 six point twenty-five (236.25), Code 1958, are hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 6. Section two hundred thirty·six point seven (236.7), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from line two (2) of 

3 such section the word, "hospital"' and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word. "home". 

1 Sec. 7. Section two hundred thirty-six point eight (236;8), . 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from lines two (2) 

3 and three (3) of such section the word, "hospital" and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 8. Section two hundred thirty-six point eight (236.8), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking all of such section 

3 after the word. "welfare" in line four (4) of such section and 

4 inserting in Heu thereof, a "period (.)" and the wOleds, 

5 "The application shall be on such forms and shall contain 
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6 such infonnation as the said department may require." 

1 Sec. 9. Section two hundred thirty-six point eleven 

2 (236.11), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from 

3 lines two (2) and three (3) of such section the words, "upon 

4 payment of a renewal fee of five dollars" and inserting in 

5 lieu thereof the words, "for one (1) year upon application 

6 for renewal". 

1 Sec. 10. Section two hundred thirty-six point fifteen 

2 (236.15), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from 

3 line seven (7) the word, "hospital" and inserting in lieu 

4 thereof the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 11. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-one 

2 (236.21), Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "The state board of social welfare shall have the authority 

5 to deny, suspend, or revoke a license in any case where the 

6 department finds that there has been a failure to comply with 

7 the provisions of this chapter or for the following reaSons: 

8 1. When the state board finds that such maternity 

9 home is maintained' in such a way as to waste or 

10 misuse funds contributed by the public, or without 

11 due regard to sanitation or hygiene or the health. 

12 comfort, or well-being of the child and mother 

13 cared for by the maternity home. 

• 14 2. In case of violation by the licensee or his agents 

15 of an)' law of the state in a manner disclosing 

16 moral turpitude or unfitness to maintain such 

17 maternity home. 

18 3. In case said maternity home operates in persistent 



S. F. 337 

19 violation of the regulations of the state board 

20 governing such maternity homes." 

1 Sec. 12. Such denial, suspension, or revocation shall be 

2 effected by mailing to the applicant Or licensee by certified 

3 mail or by personal service of a notice setting forth the 

4 particular reasons for such action. Such denial, suspension, 

5 or revocation shall become effective thirty (30) dAys after 

6 the mailing or service of the notice, unless the applicant or 

7 licensee, within such thirty (30) day period, shall give 

8 written n?tice to the state board of social welfare requesting 

9 a hearing, in which case the notice shall be deemed to be 

10 suspended. If a hearing has been requested, the applicant or 

11 licensee shall be given an opportunity for a prompt and fair 

12 hearing before the state board of social welfare. 

13 At any time at or prior to the hearing the state board of 

14 social welfare may rescind the notice of the denial, suspension 

15 or re\'ocation upon being satisfied that the reasons for the 

16 denial, suspension or revocation have been or will be removed. 

17 On the basis of any such hearing. Or upon default of the 

18 applicant or licensee. the determination involved in the 

19 notice may be affirmed, modified, or set aside by the state 

20 board of social welfare. A copy of such decision shall be 

21 sent by certifIed mail. or served personally upon the appli-

22 cant or licensee. The decision shall become final thirty (30) 

23 days after it is so mailed or served, unless the applicant or 

24 licensee. within such thirty (30) day period, appeals the 

25 decision to the court pursuant to section twelve (12). 

26 The procedure governing hearings authorized by this section 

27 shall be in accordance with the rules promulgated by said 
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28 state board of social welfare. A full and complete record 

29 shall be kept of all proceedings, and all testimony shall 

30 be reported but need not be transcribed unless the decision 

81 is appealed pursuant to section twelve (12). A copy or 

32 copies of the transcript may be obtained by an interested 

33 party upon payment of the cost of preparing such copy or 

34 copies. Witnesses may be subpoenaed by either party and shall 

35 be allowed fees at a rate prescribed by the aforesaid rules. 

1 Sec. 13. Any applicant or licensee who is dissatisfied 

2 with the decision of the state board of social welfare as a 

3 result of the hearing procedure provided herein may appeal 

4 the decision within thirty (30) days after the mailing or 

5 serving of notice of the decision by filing a notice of 

6 appeal in the district court of the county where the home or 

7 proposed home is located, and by serving a copy of said notice 

8 of appeal upon the state board of social welfare. 

9 Thereupon the state board of social welfare shall within 

10 thirty (30) days certify and file with the court a copy of 

11 the record and decision, including the transcript of the 

12 hearings on which the decision is based. The trial before 

13 the court shall be de novo and all legal evidence pertaining 

14 to the matter of whether or not such license shall be denied. 

15 suspended, or revoked, as the case may be, may be submitted 

16 including new or additional evidence not submitted to the 

17 state board of social welfare, and the court shall have 

18 power to affirm, modify, or reverse the decision of the state 

19 board of social welfare. Pending final disposition of the 

20 matter the status quo of the applicant or licensee shall be 

21 preserved. 
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1 Sec. 14. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-two 

2 (236.22), Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "No maternity home shall discharge a newly born child 

5 except in the custody of the natural parent, to an authorized 

6 child-placing agency, or upon order of the juvenile court." 

1 Sec. 15. S.ection two hundred thirty-six point twenty-three 

2 (236.23), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from line 

3 two (2) the word, "hospital" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 16. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-six 

2 (236.26), Code 1958, is hereby repealed aJJd the following 

8 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "If, for any reason, a maternity home discontinues operation, 

5 all records of any kind and character kept by such maternity 

6 home shall be turned OYer to the state board of social welfare, 

7 for preservation, to be kept by the state board of social 

8 welfare as a permanent record." 

1 Sec. 17. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-seven 

2 (236.27), Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "The maternity home shall keep such records and make such 

5 reports as the state department of social welfare may require. 

6 Such reports shall include: 

7 1. The names of women and children cared for. 

8 2. The disposition of the women and children. 

9 3. Source and amount of receipta and nature of 

10 disbursements." 

1 Sec. 18. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-eight 
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2 (236.28), Code 1958, is hereby repealed and the following 

S enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "No individual who acquires information relative to any 

• 5 maternity home or relative to any person cared for by such 

6 maternity home through the operation of the provisions of 

7 this chapter shall directly or indirectly disclose such 

8 information except upon inquiry before a court of law, in 

'9 a coroner's inquest, or before some other tribunal, or for 

10 the information of the governor, general assembly, state 

11 board of social welfare, state department of health, or the 

12 local board of health where such agency is located. 

18 Nothing herein shall prohibit the statistical analysis by 

14 duly authorized persons of data collected by virtue of this 

15 chapter Or the publication of the results of such analysis 

16 in such manner as will not disclose confidential information." 

1 Sec. 19. Section two hundred thirty-six point twenty-nine 

2 (286.29), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from 

8 lines six (6) and seven (7) of such section the word, "hospital" 

4 and inserting in lieu thereof the word, "home". 

1 Sec. 20. Section two hundred thirty-six point thirty 

2 (236.30), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from line 

S four (4) the word, "hospital" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word, Hhome". 

• 1 Sec. 21. Section two hundred thirty-six point thirty-one 

2 (236.31), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from line 

S five (5) the word, "hospital" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word, 'l}]ome". 

1 Sec. 22. Subsection eight (8) of section two hundred 

2 thirty-five point three (235.3), Code 1958. is hereby amended 
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3 by striking from line one (1) the word. "hospital" and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the word. "home". 

1 Sec. 23. Section two hundred thirty-five point four (235.4). 

2 Code 1958. is hereby amended by striking from line ten (10). 

3 the word, "hospital" and inserting in lieu thereof the word. 

4 ·'home". 

EXPLANATION OF SE:-';ATE FILE 337 

As a result of the hospital licensing law passed by the 52nd General Assembly in 1947 
there has ~en a dupliCIty of function between the state department of health llnd the 
.tate department of social welfare in the licensing of maternity hospitals. Re~lation-of 
hospitals giving maternity care is logically in the field of competence of the state depart.. 
ment of health. There are establishments, however. giving care to unmarried mothers 
during childbirth that do not qualif~' as hospitals. The welfare department should con
tinue to supervise these establishments which might im'olve the placement of children. 
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