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oru,arv 9, 1959. 
~PI)QrtlOl"ment of the 
jeloel.·al Assembly, 

H. J. R. 10 
By SWISHER, BALCH. WILSON. ALLEX. 

HAGEDORN and STANLEY (Dewel, 
Gilmour, Byers. Coleman. Henry and :\ote­
Curdy) , 

House, Date ................. , ... . Pa~sed Senat~, Date ......... 

Vote: Aye' ....... , ...... Xays .. Vote: A,yes ... 

Approved .. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 
A Joint Resolution propo:ling amendments to the constitution of 

the state of Io\\'a relating to the apportionment. the terms 
and qualifications. the time and manner of the election of 
members of the house of representatives and senators in the 
general assembly, the establishment of the ratio of 
representation in the house of representatives and in the 
senate. the manner of establi~hing representative and 
i<enatorial districts. the formation of a congressional, 
~enatorial Or representative district composed of two (2) or 
more counties or parts of two (2) Or more counties, and the 
.~:. '0:, .. nt of compensation to senators whose terms shall expire 
. ,.." . son of redlstnCtlng before the tlme such terms would 
;-:.:.' ise expire and who shall not be elected senators. b;' 
~. . ing to rep~al section three (3) of article three (III) 

as amended in eighteen hundred eighty-four (1884) and 
nineteen hundred sixteen (1916). A.D .. section four (4) of 
article three (III) as amended in eighteen hundred eighty 
(1880) and nineteen hundred twenty.six (192G). A,D., sections 
five (;;) and six (6) of article three (III). section thirty-
four (34) of article three (III) as amended in nineteen 
hundred four (1904) and nineteen hundred twenty-eight (1928), 
A.D" sections thirty-th'e (35) and thirtY·Rix (36) of 
article three (Ill) as amended in nineteen hundred four 
(1904). A.D., and section thirty-seven (37) of article 
three (Ill). and proposing to adopt substitutes in lieu 
thereof, to redesignate section thirty-eight (38) of 
article three (111) as section thirty-nine (39) of article 
three (III). and to adopt a new section thirty-eight (38) 
of article three (III), 

Be It Resolved by the Gene1al Assembl!l (,j the Sto,te ot Iowa: 

This is a Companion Resolution; for complete text see S. J. R. 9. 

EXPLA1>iATIO:\ OF H, J. R 10 

A joint resvlution proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Iowa 
l'elatln2' to the apportionment, the terms and quali1kations, the tIme and manner of th~ 
ele<:tiori of mem~ri; of to\! H()u~ of RepTe-sentati\'~!", .lnd Senators in the G~neral A<:.~ 
:sembty. 



HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 10 

1 Amend house Joint R.6so1ution 10 by striking all after 
2 the resolving clause and 5ub1:;ti-t-uting in lieu thereof as folloW15: 
3 Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution 
4 of the State of Iowa is hereby propose<!: 
5 Sec. 2. Section three (3) of Ankle three (111), 
6 Legislative Department of the Constitlltion ()f the State of 
7 Iowa is hereby repealEd and the following is adopted in 

. 8 lieu thereof: 
9 "The members of the House of Representatives shall he 

'10 ch06(ion every fourth yelll" by qualified electors of their 
n 1 respeetive dil,tl'icts on the Tuesday next after the first 
12 MondilY in .:\'ovcmber; a.nd t.hf'ir'term of office shall cornm~ 
13 on the first day of January next after their election, and 
14 continue four (-0 years and until their successors are elected 
15 and qualify." 
16 S<!<. 3. Sootion six (6) Article three (Ill) 
1. Legislative Department of the Constitution of the State of 
18 Iowa is hereby repealed and the following adopted in lieu 
19 thereof: 
20 "The number of Senators shall not be less than one 
21 third n<W more than one half t.he representative- body." 
22 See. 4. &ction thirty-four (34) Article three 
23 (IIf) ~risLn.tive Department of the Constitution of the 
24 Stat(! of Iov.'Q is herebY repealed. 
25 S~. 5. Section thirty-five (35) Article three (II!), 
26 Legislative Departmc-nt of the Constitution of the State of 
27 Iowa i5 hereby repealed a.nd thc following adopted in lieu 
28 there-of: 
29 "The Senate fihall consist of not m~re than seventy-
30 five (75) memb9l'S and the House of Representatives shaH 
31 con$igt of not rnvre than one hundred fifty (50) members 
32 and they shall be apportioned aml)n~ the several counties 
3~ ond reprcsentativ~ districts of the state a.ccording to 
34 the number of inha.bitants in each upon ratios to be fixed 
35 by law; but. no J5enatorial di!'.trict. and no representative 
36 district shall contain more than tour (4) organized 
37 counties 3nd cA('h such district .<;haJl be entitled tc st 
38 lea~t one l:'~nator and one representative. Every county 
39 and district which shall h<),\"c 8 numbe-r of inhnbitanU5 equal 
40 to three-fourth!'. (~) of the senatorial and repl'~entative 
41 ratio fiy'Qd by law shall be entitled ·to one s('nator and one 
·12 r('prf'~t'ntstiv(' as the- case may be; and any county containing 
J.~ iii addition to the rlltio fixed by 1aw, thn>:e fourths 
":'J (~.;) of tha.t number or mDre shall be entitled to one 
·t5 additiollal reprc}\entati .... e or 1!:enator as the case may be. 
46 rn the event any county shall have popula.ti0n in excess 
47 of twic~ the ratio fixed br Iflw. that <:ounty shall be 
4& entitlec to an additil)nal 5e;,.~to~ 0,:", I~pre.!..~ntatiy~ . ...&;_ 

,9 the case may be, for each n-umber of inhabitants ~Cjual Ll 

iO the full n.tio as ftxoo by law." 
.1 Se<>. 6. Sect jon .thirty-.sjx (36) Article thrt'e (III) 
>2 Legtsln.tive Department of the Constitution of the State of 
i3 Iowa is hereby repealed and th~ foJlowing adopted in lieu 
)4 thereof: 
i5 "The ratio of representation sh.all be determined by 
)6 di,,'iding the total sto·te population QS dewrmined. by the 
;7 last L"nited States census figures by the number of 
;8 repre$enta:tiv~ fixed by the- G£'nC"l""al AssE'mbly to determine 
;9 the rntio for th~ House of R~p!'esentativet and the totul 
;0 state population as determined b~' the la.st enited Statu$; 
;;) CMlSUS figures by the number of 3enators fixed by the 
32 General Assembly for the S~nate. The Gene-ral As~embly 
03 shall form into district" those «:ounties which will not be 
54 entitled singly to a representative or a senator." 

• 



1 Amend HOU1;$ Joint Resolution 10 as £0110'0' ... 8: 
2 1. Amend Houae Joint Resolution 10 by striking all after 
3 the resolving "Clause and in~erting in lieu thereof the 
4 following: 
6 Settion 1. The following amendment to the constitution 
6 of the state of Iowa is hereby proposed: 
7 Section tbirty-fi\Oe (36) of article thr~ (In), legislative 
8 department, of the Constitution of the State of Iowa is hel."eby 
9 repealed and the following is adopted Q!; a. substitute therefor: 

10 "The House of Representatives ~hall consist Ot one hundred 
11 thirty (ISO) members, and they shall be fully apportioned 
12 among the several counties on the basis of the population of 
13 the state as indicated by the last preceding decennial national 
14 census at the first regular session of the General Assembly 
16 following said census, except that each county shull be entitled 
16 to at least one representative." 
17 Se<:. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment is her'eby 
18 referred to the General Assembly to' be: chosen at the next 
19 general election for members of the General Assembly. and 
20 the Secretary of State shall caUS& the SAme to be publu,hed 
21 for three (3) consecutive months pre .... ioui; to the date of 
22 said election as provided by law. 
2S 2. Further amend House Joint Resolution 10 by striking all 
24 of the title after the woro uResolution" in the first line 
25 thereof and inserting in lieu thereof the follo~;ng: '4proposing 
26 a.n amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa, relating 
27 to representation in the House of Repl'Qsentativeg of the 
28 General Assembly." 

Filed 
)jareh 17, 1959. REPPERT or Polk. 



55 Sec. 7. Article three {III). Legbia.:'ive Department. 
56 of the Constitution of :he Sta!.e of Iowa is hereby amende<! 
:;7 by adding the- fol1owir.g se~ion: 
30 "In the e\.·ent :he Ger.erai A~:sembly fl:l.iis to ap!,ortio!'1 
59 the House of Represen:.ativcs 0!' ~he Sena.te or both as 
~O pNvided by :aw immediately up<>n :uijournment or upon the 
71 Supreme Court'S dec:sion thllt ~he General Assembly ha.s 
;2 :mproper:y apportioned :he House or ;.he Senate, or both, 
i3 the Governor shall forthwith appoint a commission of ten 
74 (10), five (5) of each major political party, to app<>rt;on 
':5 the General Assembly as :'lerein ptovid~ by law. Suc:'l report 
76 of commis3ion sha:l be presented tv the Supreme Court of the 

s""...ate and upon appro"'al of ~he Supreme Court of the sta.~ 
is suer. apportionmen~ shail become effective. 
79 In the event ~he Governor fails or rei'use.s to appoint 
SO such commi3sion or such commission fails or refuses to file 
81 3. majority report or :.h,e Supre!r.e COUrt of Iowa fails or 
82 refuses:o approve the commiss:on's report ~he candidntes 
83 tor Qffi<:e to the Genera.! Assembly -;.hall be el~ted at 
84 lar~e at the ne:<t generai electbn and sh::.ll be elected 
85 at large at each succeeding ge!ler-ai election until the 
36 rec;uirernents of the law gov'err.ing apportionment of tho:­
S7 Ge!'1erai Assemb!y have been compl:ed with as herein set 
88 out." 
89 Sec.:. 8. Articie ~hree :.111). L~g:sla~ive D~a...'"tment 

no of the constitu.t;on of :.he State ot" Iowa. is hereor amended 
~I \ by add.ing the f,)i!owin6' se:c:iot',: 
~2 "The first apPol"'tionmer."t of the General Assembly 
~3 unlier this a:r.t':lcment :::hall be placed int;,) operation in 
94 lhe seconci L2g-:s:ati .. -e session af~r ~his a.mcnc.mi'~~ 
05 becomes !aw ar.d sna!l be for 3. :",\·0 (2) ye:).r per-:'od and at 
;)1; the ne:...-t elec::.ion thereaiter and a~ each succeeding eie<;tion 
07 both representatives and sena~rs sha.ll be elected. to !"our 
:)8 (4) year tenns." 

Further amend by striking the title of Hou~e Joint 
.R."",luti<'n 10 and substitute in lieu thereoi the following; 

Joint Resoll.ltion pro»O&ing t.o repeal sections three (3). 
(6). thirty.four (34), ~hirty-five (35) and thirty. 
(36) of Article three (lID, L.:gislative Depnl"'tlnen"t 

Constitution of the State of Iowa and to adopt 
titutes therefor relating to representation in ~he 

106 Senate ar.d HO~8e of Representative~. 
107 Further amend by striking the Explana.tion of Ho:.:se Joint 
108 Resoiution 10 and inserting in lieu ~hereof the following: 
109 "This proposal would reapportion the General A,,~embly 
110 on a popu!.atior. baais. setting up districts on county lines 
III and would provide 3. guarantee ~o the people that the General 
112 Assembly would reapportion themselves following each fede-ral 

or the members of the Gen~3.1 Assembly would be 
at large." 

FREED 0f Webster. 
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ai<;er the 
resolv~n~ clause and inserting In foltowing: 

Section 1. The following amendment to the constitution ?i 
the !tatr vi Iowa is hereoy proposed: 

Sec!.ion $!X (6) of artic!e :hree (Ill), ieZisl3ti .... e dep:Lr..ment, 
constitution of ~~e st<l;e yi Icro.'3.. ar:u s~tions :hir~y·:·vur ~3-l). 

thir";.:-·.ti. ... ~ (3;')', and thi:-:'Y-:ii:< (36', of <u~!c!e ~hree (III), 
:e-:islat:ve department, c"nstl!'.lt;on ot' ;ne st.3:e ~i r,)W:1 .l;) 

acio?teci OY' am~nclme:'1t :r:. :~o~. and the amendment to section 
~hirty-!ot:r i3~) oi articie three (III) as adop;ed In ::JZS are 
he~eby rt?eaied and tbe :oliov:ing aciopwd in lieu therevf ~ 

"Section 6. Senators shiloH Oe :>0 classified by lot. that 
one (1! class, bein~ as :1e31"!Y one-half (l,.z) a~ PQ:Bible. s.natt 
be eiected e ... oety two (2) years. When either class consists ot 
3. g-reater !lumb€'r thar. one--h3:: (1;-%) of :he ':ot.a~ number of 
senators, o.ew!j-· eiee!ed s~n<!ton ~hall be annexed by :ot :<> 
on~ (1) or the ..,ther of the !wo (2) e!asses so as :0 !<eep such 
classes equal, and the sena!O~ anne:t~ :0 the greater of the 
1;"1.'0 (2) ciass~s shall set""'e for a term of two (2) years 
notwithstanding the pr:>Vlsions of section five (5) 0f 3~ide 
three (III), legislative depar:me~t. constitution of the- 3tate of 
Iowa. 

"Section Sol. The senate shall consist of gi."ty (60) senators, 
to be eiected from Slxty /~(}) !ennwrial distri~...s e~3blished 
by law. The state shall :Oe divided into sixty (60) se!l.9.todal 
durnets hosing a.s ~~ad'J equai ,:)opulation as possible. Where 
a senatorial district is constituted i>f more ehan one {!) county, 
the count.ies 3hall be contig".1ous, and no county shall be 
divided in :orming such ll. di$trict. At the first session of the 
general assembly :oilowing the adoption of this amendment a.nd 
at each session :mmediateiy following the oific!ai publicl1tion 
of each .succeeding deeer-nial enited States census thereafter, 
the generai assemblj' snail take notice of the last preceding 
decenniai t'ni~d States census and shall !'Mpportion the 
3enatoriai distr.cts as above prescribed. It !be general assembiy 
:a.i1s to act at the nrst session follOwing the adoption of 
thi.s arnendment. or the nl'St sessier. foilowinj'f the official 
pubHeatlon of. each succeeding decennial United States census 
e':lumerating the ?opu~3.tion c~ the severai counti&S in thi~ state, 
the supre!'nto court shall take ;udicial !'Iotiee of the ~OSt recent 
de'Cennia.i Unitetf SC3.tes censu!), and s:tllil 9roclted to ':e~~tr..at.e 
aIId aiJPv~:on the senat.orial districts as aoove provided. 
and shall file :l r'!por! of its action wit.h the- secretAry oi 
the state of Iowa before Xo\"ember 1 of t."-e- ye3.1' in w~ich ~"'e 
general assembly sbould have and failed to reapportion the 
senatoriAl distrie*...s. Redistricting 01 senatorial districts 
by the supreme eour! shall be binding upon the people until the 
next decennial census, the prov'...sions of S<eCtion one (1), a.rtic!e 
three (IIIL of the distr:bution of powers., constitution of the 
state of Iowa to :he contrary notwithstanding. 

"Section 35. Where s. county :s entitled to more !ha~ one (l) 
sanat<:;r. such county !ihllll be divided into the number oi 
senatorial distr.cts to whkh ~he eounty is e!'ltitled. and each 
senatoria.l distritt shaH elect O'l'.e: ;, 1) senator. Eal!n district 
in a CO'.lr.ty shall be composed of c::mtlg"'.lOUS territory as 
ne:t.riy eqc.al in pop'llat:on as ~QSsible. The dinsiOt"'. <)f each 
such county :nto distric~ $i\ail be made ~7 a county district.ing 
commb:sion w-ithin 3ix (6; :nonths oi any :-eapponior.ment ~y ~he 
general assentbiy or supreme cOu~. The county dist.:-:c'!.ing 
commission shall consist of eight (8) membeM. four (4) me:nbers 
of the senate to be appointed oy the president of !he s..:nll teo 
and four (4) members of the house to be appointed by :.he $peaker 
of the house. with equai represent:ltion from !he !WO (2) major 
political parties :n each bouse. If the county di~tricting 
commission !3Ii~ to act 'A-;thin SIX (6) months, the division 
of each such ~ounty into distri~..s sha.H be made by the supreme 
tourt within the -;'I.e~ si~ \6) months. The county distriC'ting 
commission or the ~upreme court, as ~e case mAy be. shall ~le-
a. report of its ded$i.on with the set.retarl' of s.ta.te which. u'Pon 
filing, shaH have the force and eff~t of law. 

The generni a.s~embly snail provide :,y law for ~he cisision 
of districts within a county entitled to more than one senatOr 
when cbanges in population, rather than changes :n the number 
of districts w.thin the eounty, indicate a change in distriet 
boundaries is needed. 



76 "Section 36. The house of ~pre3entntives ::)hall consist of 
,; ninety-nine (99) members. The rcpre~ntative districts sball 
-;8 be the same as and iJent.ica.! to the area. encompassed by the 
79 county line~ as said county line!! <.!xist on Januuy 1. 1959. and 
SO ~he voters of each of :.heo represcnt.ativ~ distr!cts shall eleet 
81 a representative from each or said repr~entath'e districts." 
82 Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment is hereby referred 
83 to the genera: assembly to be chosen fit the next general 
84 election for members of the gene!"!li :lssembly. and tr.e secn:tary 
85 of state is directed to cQuse the 311me to be published for 
86 three t3) cons~utive months before the dnte of said election 

Si as provided by law. 
88 Further amend Houtie Joint R~lution 10 by striking all 
89 of the title after the word "Resolution" in the first 
90 line th,ereoi 3.nd substituting in lieu thereof the follo'O.'ing: 
n "propo~ing an amendment to the constitution of the state of 
9"2 Iowa rein.ting to representation in the senate Ilnd the house of 
93 repres.entatives; providing for the number of senatorial dis· 
94 tricts lind the number of senators to be elected therefrom; 
95 pro\--iding for the number of members in the bouse of npresenta,. 
~6 tives, and fixing the representative districts. from which 
97 they sball be eleeted. 
Filed 
).larch 16. 1959. W ALTER of Hardin. 
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Amend House Joint Resolution 10 by striking lines eigbty~nine 
(89) throu.gh one hundred (100) and inserting in lieu thereof 
the followmg: 

"See. 34. Th(+ senAte shall consist of fi.J·t~~ (SO),· to 
" b I ..... ..1" J ...... na rs, 
<0 e .• e~~ ,rOm fifty (50) .enatorial districts. One (1) 
du>~:c: ~nall be composed of the county in which the stau, 
caplt8.1 IS located. The remaining districts shall each be 
<;omposed of two (2) contiguous COWlt.ies." 

Fii~ HAGEDORN of Clay. 
McN&'\L of Wright. ~rnrch 17. 1959. 
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Amend. ~oJ!;~ Joint Resoiution 10 a.o follows: 
By stn,k:ng !I~es eigntY·!1.ine 189) through one-hundred 

(100) J.n~ ~nsert:ng in iieu thereof the following' 
"Sec .. 34. In ,each l'e<i:~trl!.!tl!!.g accomplished ~nder 

Sect.I~~ 36,of th.IS Article. SCf!<ltor:al districts shall be 
~~ta~l1sh~a. eacn entitled to one Sen3.tor. Senatorini 
~lst!":C~l'. :.h:'tll ~e :'0 es:.abEshed that the seven coun" . . h" .... H~S 
nuvm:;;: t ,-' ;a.rgest P<.\f.:'.IiJ.~iOi1 as ~hown bi' the most "ec t 
national de-:::~nnia: censuf, .,,>hai~ el:l.ch const,'tut' ~ _ e~ . d' ~ . ' , _. e a senatorlill 

!SI-nct .. T~~ !"'el"':'1«l:'ltn:.;- COl!~t.le3 shall be divided into 
sena:ol'lal OI::;tnCl$, t'<H:h composed 0':: two contiguous 
counties." 

Filed BALCH of Black Hawk 
\VILSO:\, of Linn. ' ~1arch 18. 1959. 

.-, .. -_. -.-- ._',"--
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HOT.:SE JOrXT RESOLUTION 10 

Amend House Joint Resoiu!.ior. 10 by 3triking all r 
thirty-five (S6). 0 section 

Filed 
April 7. 1959. REPPERT of Polk. 


