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A BILL FOR 
An Act to appropriate from the general fund to the commission 

for the blind for capital improvements and equipment. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State 0/ lou-a: 

1 Section 1. There is hereby appropriated to the Iowa 

2 commission for the blind from the general fund of the state the 

3 sum of nine hundred eighty thousand eight hundred (980,800) 

4 dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to procure a 

5 site for and to erect and equip a training, orientation and 

6 adjustment center for the blind of the state and to provide in 

7 connection therewith office space f()f the commission for the 

8 blind. 

1 Sec. 2. Choice of the site, and plans, specifications and 

2 building of structures shall be subject to the l'rior approval 

3 of the executive council. 

EXPLAX ATION OF HorSE FILE 552 

Iowa now has 110 training center {or the adult blind. Since 1853 ther~ has been 
a school for the blind, but it is an educational school for boys and girls from kinder
garten through high !chool. 

This bill would provide for a training, orientation and adjustment center {or 
aduits.-genera11y those who are newlY-blind. A six months training course is con
templated. A turnover ot sixty trainees a year is expected. The center when built 
would have room to hou~ the offices of the commission for the blind. The appropria· 
tion would furnish money to procure a site. and build and equip the training center 
and offices. 



HOUSE FILE 552 

Amend House File 552 as follows: 
2 Amend House File 552 by strikinl;' all after the enacting 
3 clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "Section 1. There is hereby appropriat&d to th~ Iowa 
5 commission for the blind from the general fund of the state, 
6 the sum of five hundred thousand (500,000) dollnrs for the 
7 purchase, remodeling and furnishing of certain property now 
8 owned by the YounK Men's Chrifltian AS1;ociatlon of De1> Moines 
9 at Fourth Street and Keosauqua Way in Des Moines. 

10 "Sec. 2. Three hundred thousand (300,000) dollars of 
11 liaid appropriation shall be use<i for the purchase of said 
12 property. 
13 "Sec. 3. The remaining m'o hundred thousand (200,000) 
14 dollars of said appropriation shall be used for the remodelins;' 
15 and furnishing of said property for a training, orientation, 
16 and a<lustment center fot' the blind of the state, and to 
17 provide in connection therewith office space for the commission 
18 for the blind. 
19 "Sec. 4. Choice of plans, &p«ifications and expenditure 
20 of the amount allowed for remodeling and furnishing shall be 
21 subject to the prior approval of the budget and financial 
22 control committee. 

Filed 
April 13, 1959. KIMBALL of Fayette. 
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