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A BILL FOR 
An Act to place the office of superintendent of public 

instruction on an elective basis. 

Be It EMcted by the Genera! Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section L A superintendent of public instruction shall be 

2 elected at the general election in 1962 and each fourth (4th) 

S year thereafter in the following manner: 

4 1. No candidate seeking this office or nomination for this 

Ii office shall do so by affiliating with any political party. 

6 2. Any person desiring this office and qualifying in 

7 accordance with the pro~isions of section two hundred fifty-seven 

8 point twelve (257.12) of the code shall file for nomination in 

9 accordance with law. 

10 S. All candidates thus qualif~ing shall have their names 

11 placed on a primary ballot for the primary election. This 

12 ballot shall be separate and distinct from the official primary 

18 ballot in the primary election and shall be entitled "non-party". 

• 14 It shall contain ample space to allow an elector to write in the 

15 name of a candidate. 

16 4. The candidate receiving the largest number of votes 

17 and the one (1) receiving the next largest number of votes 

18 shall be declared the winners of the primary election and 
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19 their names shall be placed as opposing candidates upon a 

20 ballot marked "non-party", separate and distinct from the 

21 official general ballot at the next general election. This 

22 ballot shall contain ample space to allow an elector to write 

23 in the name of a candidate of his choice if only one (1) 

24 candidate qualifies in the primary. 

25 5. The candidate that receives the greatest number of 

26 votes in the general election shall be declared the winner. 

27 6, In the event one (1) of the candidates nominated in 

28 the primary withdraws, is incapacitated, or is unable to run 

29 in the next general election, the name of the person receiving 

30 the next largest number of votes shall be placed on the 

31 separate ballot at the general ejection. In the event no one 

82 thus qualifies, the ballot shall contain ample room to allow 

33 the elector to write in the name of a candidate of his choice. 

1 Sec. 2. From and after the second (2nd) secular day of 

2 January, 1963, section two hundred fifty-seven point eleven 

3 (257_11), Code 1958, is repealed, 

1 Sec. 3. Section forty-three point three (43.3), Code 1958, 

2 is hereby amended by inserting in line two (2) after the word, 

3 "parties" the words, ", or those running independent of party 

4 affiliation,". 

1 Sec, 4. Section forty-three point fourteen (43.14), Code 

2 1958, is hereby amended by striking in line four (4) the colon 

8 (:). and by msel'ting in lieu thereof the words. "except that 

4 the reference to political party shall be omitted when the 

5 nomination is for an office that prohibits affiliation by a 

6 candidate with a political party:". 

1 Sec, 5, . Section forty-three point eighteen (43.18), Code 
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2 1958, is hereby amended by striking in line three (3) the 

3 colon (:) and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "except 

4 that the reference to political party shall be omitted when 

5 the nomination is for an office that prohibits affiliation by 

6 a candidate with a political party:". 

1 Sec. 6. Subsection one (1) of section forty-three point 

2 twenty (43.20), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking in 

3 line seven (7) of such subsection the period (.) and by 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5 "; if the office prohibits affiliation with any political 

6 party, then by a number equal to at least one (1) percent of 

7 the number of votes cast by the party electing the secretary 

8 of state, in each of at least ten (10) counties of the state, 

9 and in the aggregate not less than one-half (%) of one (1) 

10 percent of the total votes cast by the party electing the 

11 secretary of state, in the state, as shown by the last general 

12 election." 

1 Sec. 7. Subsection three (3) of section forty-three point 

2 twenty-two (43.22), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking 

3 from line two (2) of such subsection the period (.) and by 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words, "except that when the 

5 nomination is for an office that prohibits affiliation by a 

6 candidate with a political party, no political party shall be 

7 mentioned." 

1 Sec. 8. Section forty-three point twenty-six (43.26), Code 

2 1958, is amended by adding thereto the following: 

3 "When the nomination is for an office that prohibits 

4 affiiliation by candidates with a political party, the primary 

5 ballot upon which the names of the candidates for that office 
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6 are placed, shall be separate from the official primary ballot. 

7 It shall be substantially in the form set out for party 

8 nominations for the other state offices except it shall be 

9 clearly labeled 'non-party' at the head of the ballot and 

10 contain sufficient blank spaces to allow write-in votes 

11 regardless of the number of announced candidates." 

1 See. 9. Section forty-three point thirty-four (43.34), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking from llne five (5) 

3 the colon (:) and by inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

4 "except that when the nomination is for an office that prohibits 

5 affiliation by a candidate with a political party, no political 

6 party shall be indicated :". 

1 See. 10. Section forty-three point thirty-eight (43.38), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by inserting in line four (4) 

3 after the word, "affiliated" the words, "and the candidates 

4 listed on the non-party ballot". 

1 Sec. 11. Section forty-three point forty-five (43.45), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended as follows: 

3 1. In subsection one (1) insert in line two (2) after the 

4 words, "parties" the words, "and each non-party ballot". 

5 2. In subsection two (2) insert in line one (1) after the 

6 word, "party" the words, "and each non-party ballot". 

7 3. In subsection three (3) insert in line two (2) after 

8 the word, "party" the words, "and each non-party ballot". 

9 4. In subsection four (4) ill3ert in line two (2) after 

10 the word, "parties" the words, "and each non-party ballot". 

11 In line four (4) insert after the word, "candidates" the 

12 words, "or the names of the non-party candidates". 

13 5. In subsection five (5) insert after the word, "parties" 
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14 iii lines one (1) and two (2) the words, "and all non-party 

15 envelopes". 

16 6. In subsection six (6) insert in line five (5) after the 

17 word, "parties" the words, "and the words, 'non-party' " . 

18 Insert in line seven (7) after the word, "name" the words, 

19 "or under the words, 'non-party' if the office prohibits 

'20 affiliation with any political party". 

21 7. In subsection eight (8) insert in line three (3) after 

22 the word, "party" the words, "and each candidate upon the 

23 non-party ballot". 

1 Sec. 12. Section forty-three point sixty-five (43.65), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking the period (.) from 

3 line ten (10) and by inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

4 "and except as to candidates placed on non-party ballots". 

1 Sec. 13. Section forty-three point gixty-eight (43.68), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by inserting in line four (4) 

3 after the word, "party" the words, "and the candidates 

4 nominated On the non-party ballot". 

1 Sec. 14. Section forty-three point seventy-three (43.73), 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended as follows: 

3 1. Insert in line four (4) after the word, "headings" the 

4 words, "and non-party heading". 

5 2. Insert in line twelve (12) after the word, "parties" the 

6 words, "and the names of the candidates for offices which 

7 prohibit affiliation with any political party". 

1 Sec. 15. Subsection three (3) of section forty-three point 

2 seventy-six (43.76), Code 1958, is hereby amended by striking 

3 from line three (3) of such subsection the period (.) and by 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words, "except in case of a 

, " .. 
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5 vacancy when the nomination was made on a non-party ballot." 

1 Sec. 16. Section forty-nine point forty-two (49.42). 

2 Code 1958, is hereby amended by adding the following words 

3 thereto: 

4 "However. the names o( candidates fOr an office that 

6 prohibits affiliation with any political party shall be printed 

6 on a separate ballot in substantially the same form except that 

7 the names of political parties will not be printed thereon and 

8 the ballot shall be entitled 'non.party· ... 

1 Sec. 17. Subsection m'o (2) of section forty·nine point 

2 fifty-se\'en (49.57). Code 1958. is hereby amended by striking 

S in line three (3) of such subsection the period (.) and by 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words. ", except when the names 

5 of the candidates are required by law to be placed on a 

6 separate non· party ballot." 

1 Sec. 18. Section fifty-tv,'o point one (52.1). Code 1968. 

2 is hereby amended by striking the period (.) in line six (6) 

3 of such section and inserting in lieu thereof the follOwing: 

4 ". except that when the office prohibits affiliation with any 

5 political party. the names of the candidates will be printed on 

6 a baBot only." 

1 Sec. 19. Section sixty·nine point three (69.3). Code 1958. 

2 is hereby amended by inserting in line twelve (12) after the 

3 word. ",ecretary;" the words, "of the superintendent of public 

4 instruction. by the secretary;". 

1 Sec. 20. Chapters forty-four (44) and forty·five (46) of the 

2 Code shall not be applicable to primary or general elections of 

3 candidates seeking an office that prohibits affiliation with any 

4 political party. 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 438 

Presently the office of superintendent of public instruction is filled by appointn:®t 
each four years by the ~tate bo~U'd of p.ublic mstruction with the approval of two-~hlrds 
of the Senate In ex~utwe SeSS1(m. ThiS act , ... ouldplace the office on, a non-pnrt~ elec
tive basis and provide for the method of election effe<:tiv{! in the electIons of 1962. 
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