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February 7, 1957. 
Passed on File. 

S. J. R. 11 
By MILLER. 

Passed Senate, Date ........... . Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes .. Vote: Aye,; ............. Nays .. . Nays. 

Approved ...... . 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 
A Joint Resolution proposing to add to Article Three (Ill) of 

the Constitution of the State of Iowa provisions reserving 
to the people of the State of Iowa the initiative and refer
endum. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of !mea.· 

1 Section 1. Article (III) of the Constitution of the State 

2 of Iowa is amended T>y adding thereto the following: 

3 "Notwithstanding the authority hereinbefore vested in the 

4 General As~embly, the people of the State of Iowa reserve to 

5 themselves the power to propose laws and amendments to the Con-

6 stitution, and to adopt or re_ject the same at the polls, in-

7 dependent of the Legislature, and also reserve the power at their 

8 own option to approve ot· reject at the polls any Act, or section 

9 or part of any Act passed by the Legislature. 
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a. The first power reserved by the people is the intia-

tive whereby laws may be enacted and Constitutional amendments 

adopted by the people independently of the Legislature. This 

power may be invoked by petition wherein the proposed measure 

shall he set forth at length. If the petition be for the en· 

actment of a law, it shall be signed by seven (7) per cent of 

the electors of the State and if the petition be for the amend-

ment of the Constitution, the petition therefor shall be signed 

by ten ( 10) per cent of such electors. In all cases the electors 

signing such petition shall be so distributed as to include 
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20 fi,·e (5) per cent of the electors of each <>f two-fifths (2.'5) 

21 of the countie; of the. State and when thus signed the petition 

22 shall be tiled with the Secretary of State. who shall ;mbmit 

2:l the mtasure thus proposed to the electors of the State at the • 24 first gentral election h~ld not less than four ( 4) month., after 

25 ,uch petition shall have b~en tiled. The same me~ure, either 

26 in form or in essential substance. shall not be submitted to 

the peoplt:> by initiati' t~ petition, either affirmati\·~Iy or neg-

28 ativel,v, oftener than once in three (:>) years If conflicting 

29 measures submitted to the people at the same election be ap-

3V proved, the one receiving the highe•t numbjr uf affirmative votes 

:H sh&ll therei>) become ldw as to all conflicting prodsions. The 

32 Con;;titutional limitations a' to the scope and subject matt~r of 

~g statutes enacted by the Legi,lature shall apph· to those enact-

::\4 erl by the initiative. 

3~) U. The kf!cond powm· rescrYed is the referendum which may 

:~6 be im oked, by petition. against any Act or part oi an Act of 

:n th~ ugislature, except tho'<e making approptiation,; for the ex-

3~ pen;:..e of thc-: State Gov~rnmcnt or a State insti1 ution (.~xisting 

0'l at the time of the pa~sage of such Act. Petition'> invoking the 

40 referendum shall be ~igned t,y not !6" than five (5) per cent 

41 of the electors of the State distributed as required for in-

4~ itiati\·c petitions, «nd filerl in the offict- vf l he Scc1 ~tRr.' 0f 

13 State within nin~ty (90) day;; after tLe Legislature al which 

44 the Act 'ought to be referred was pa:<sed shall have adJOUrned • 4fi ,ine die or for more than ninety (90) <lays. Such petition shall 

46 set out the title of the Act against which the reftrendum is in-

47 vokecl, and in addition thereto. when only a portion of the Act 

1tl is ,ought to be referred. the number of the section or s<;cl.ions 
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49 or portion of sections of the Act designating such portion. When 

50 the referendum is thus invoked, the Secretary of State shall 

51 refer the same to the electors for app1·oval or rejection at the 

52 first general election to be held not less than thirty (30) days 

53 after the filing of such petition. 

54 \Yhen the referendum is invoked, as to any Act or part of Act, 

55 other than emergency Acts or those for the immediate preserva-

56 tion of the public peace, health or safety, by petition signed 

57 by not less than ten (10\ per cent of the electors of the State. 

58 distributed as aforesaid, it shall ;;uspend the taking effect of 

59 such Act or part of Act until the same has been approYed by the 

60 electors of the State. 

61 c. The whole number of votes cast for Governor at the 

62 general election next preceding the filing of an initiative or 

63 referendum petition ~hall be the basis on which the number of 

64 signatures to such petition shall be computed. The veto power 

65 of the Go,•ernor shall not extend to measures initiated by or 
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referred to the people. A measure initiated shall become a law 

or part of the Constitution, as the case may be, when a maJority 

of the votes cast thereon, and not less than thirty-five (35) 

per cent of the total ,·ote cast at the election at which the 

same was submitted, are cast m favor thereof, ar.d shall take 

effect upon proclamation by the Governor which shall be made 

within ten (10) days after the official canvass of such votes. 

A measu1e referred shall cea>;e to be law if a majority of the 

votes cast thereon. and not less than thirty-th·e (35) per cent 

of the total vote cast a\ the election at which the '"rr.c was 

submitted, are cast against the :;ame The \"(1h: w~s initia-

tive and referendum measures shall be returned and canvaSRed 
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78 in the manner pr6cribed for the canvas"! of votes for the Pres-

79 idcnt. Tiw method of submitting and adopting amendments to the 

80 Constitution provided by this section shall be supplementary to 

81 the mdhod prescribed in Article Ten (X), and the latter shall 

1:!2 in no case be construed to conflict herewith. The provisions 

83 with respect to the initiative and referendum ~hall be self-

84 executing, but legislation may be enacted to facilitate their 

85 operation. All proposition• submitted in pursuance hereof shall 

86 he submitted in a twn-partisan manner ,tnd without uny inrlication 

ll7 ,,,. suggestion on the ballot that they have been approved or en-

88 dorserl by any political party or organization. Only the title 

89 or proper descriptive words of measures shall be printed on the 

90 ballot and when two (2) or more measure~ have the same title 

91 they shall be numbered con~eeutively in the order of filing with 

92 the ~~cretary of State and the number shall be followed by the 

93 name of the first petitioner on the corresponding petition." 

SE::\ATE JOINT RESOLUTION 11 

1 Arucnd Senate Joint Resolution 11 as follows· Strike the 
2 word "was" followmg the wvrd "vote" in line 76 of section 
3 one (1), subsection •·e", nnd msert in lieu thereof the word 
4 ''on''. 

Filed 
Februar~: H, 1D07 By MILLER. 
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