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March 28, 1957. 
Passed on File. 

Senate File 448 
By COMli-IITIEE ON JuDICIARY 1. 

1/-- 10 Passed Senate., Date ....... --------~---·-
1 l ' u Vote: Ayes ... ~--- ___ Nays _____________ _ 

Passed House, Date ........ .f. ... ::.~ ___ (, 
Vote: Ayes .... J/....7 Nays _____ !1. _____ _ 

Approved --··--------- ···········-·-······ -~ c/4 ~- ::>.'7 

A BILL FOR a'F'~-~ 

An Act to pro,· ide for a legislative research committee and 
legislative research bureau and to define their duties. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State oj Io11:a: 

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-eight (48), Acts of the Fifty-sixth 

2 General Assembly is hereby repealed and the following enacted in 

3 lieu thereof. 

1 Sec. 2. There is hereby created a continuing legislative 

2 committee of six (6) members which shall be entitled the 

3 legislative research committee Three (3) members shall he 

4 app<Jinted by the president of the senate from the members of the 

5 senate, two (2) from the majority party and one (1) from the 

6 minority party. Three (3) members shall be appointed bv the 

7 speaker of the house of representatives from the members of the 

8 house. two (2) from the majority party and one (l) from the 

9 minority party. )-!embers shall be appointed prior to the 

10 adjournment of each regular biennial session and shall serve for 

11 two (2) year terms beginning at the adJournment of wch o,ession 

12 and ending at the adjournment of the next regular session or 

1:3 until their successors are appointed. In so far as possible, 

14 upon appointment of members of the committee during each regular 

15 session of the general assembly, at least one (1) member of the 

16 committee from each house shall be reappointed. 

1 Sec. 3. The legislative research committee shall select its 

2 officers and prescribe its rules of procedure. In addition to 
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3 any other powers and dutie~ provided herein, it shall have the 

4 following powers and duties: 

5 1. To establish policies for the operation of the legislative 

6 research bureau created by section five (5) of this Act, 

7 including the p1iority to be given to research requests and the 

8 distribution of research report,. 

9 2. To appoint a director of the legislati<·e research bureau 

10 for such term of office as may be set by the committee and to 

1 l appoint succe;;sors and till l'dCancies in this office. 

12 3. To prepare a report to be submitted each biennium to the 

13 general assPmbly at its regular session 

14 The committee may co-operate with other states to dbcuss 

15 mutualleg"lative and governmental problems. 

1 Sec. 4. Members of the legislati\'e research committee shall 

2 be reimbursed ""provided in section ten ( 10) for necessary 

3 expense~ incurred in the performance of their duties. 

1 Sec. 5. There is hereby created a legislative research bureau 

2 wh1ch shall operate under the direction and control of the 

3 legislative research committee. The administrath•e head of the 

4 legi;,lative research bureau shall be the director of the bureau. 

5 It shall be the duty of the bureau to co-operate with and sen·e 

b all members and committees of the general assembly. It shall 

7 upon proper request of member~ and committee" of the general 

8 a"'embl~ prepare research report> upon «ny go1·ernment matter 

9 Such research reports and the findings therein shall not contam 

10 any recommendations from the research committee or the research 

11 bureau. The bureau :;hall assist and o,erl'e any intenm committee 

12 of the l!'eneral assembly and upon written request, appro,·erl by the 

13 legislative research committee, serve as the staff agency for any 
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14 such interim committee. The bureau shall draft and prepare bills 

15 for committees and indi,·idual members of the general assembly. 

1 Sec. 6. The director of the research bureau shall serve on a 

2 full-time basis and shall have the following powers and duties: 

3 1. He shall be in charge of the research and bill drafting 

4 functions of the bureau. 

5 2. He shall employ and supervise all employees of the 

6 legislative research bureau in such positions and at such 

7 salaries as shall be authorized by the legislative research 

8 committee. 

9 3. He shall employ, with the approval of the research 

10 committee, such temporary employees as may be required to provide 

11 a bill drafting service during sessions of the general assembly. 

12 Such employees shall be under the supervision of the director 

13 and shall be paid from the appropriation made for the general 

14 assembly. 

1 Sec. i. The salary of the director of the legislati,·e 

2 research bureau shall be seventy-five hundred (7,500) dollars 

3 per year. 
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Sec. 8. Requests for research on governmental matters may be 

made to the legislati\'e research bureau by either house of the 

general assembly, committees of either house of the general 

assembly, interim committees of the general assembly or either 

house thereof, the legislative research committee or upon 

petition by five (5) or more members of the general assembly. 

Any legislative committee appointed for the session may request 

the research bureau to do research between sessions on any matter 

under consideration by such committee. Bills shall be drafted 

and prepared by the legislative research bureau upon request 
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II of any member of the general assembly. Research or bill drafting 

12 requests made between sessions shall be in writing. 

I Sec. 9. The legislative research bureau may call upon any 

2 department, agency or office in the state, or any political 

3 subdivision of the state, for such information and assistance as • 1 may be needed in the performance of the duties of the research 

5 bureau and such information and assistance shall be furnished 

6 in so far as the same shall be within the resources and authority 

7 of such departments, agencies, offices and political subdi\'isions. 

8 Nothing herein shall be construed to require the production or 

9 opening of any public records which are required by law to be 

10 kept private or confidential. 

11 The research bureau may co-operate with other states and the 

12 federal government in the exchange of research reports and 

13 materials. 

I Sec. 10 The office of the research bureau ,hall be located 

2 in the state hou•e. Office space, supplies, postage and equipment 

3 shall be furnished by the executive council. All other expenses 

4 and salaries shall be paid by the budget and financial control 

5 committee from the contingent fund prO\'ided for the budget and 

6 financial control committee. Expenses of the research committee 

7 and re,eareh bure<~u shall be paid upon the approval of the 

8 director of the bureau and. if an extraordinary expense, upon the 

9 apiJr(l\·al oft he rc~carch committee. 
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