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February 27, 1957. 
Passed on File. 

Passed Senate, Date ......................... . 

Vote: Ayes ...... -----.. Nays ........... .. 

Approved .. __ 

Senate File 387 
By UTZIG, O'CON~OR, HOFF

:VIAN, WALKER, BURTOX. 

Passed House, Date .. __ _ 

Vote: Ayes .. __ Nays ..... 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the control and regulation of automobile 

utility trailers, and to amend chapter three hundred 
twenty-one (321), Code 1954. 

Be It Enacted by the Genem.l Assembly of th-e State of lmm: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point one (321.1), 

2 Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new 

3 definition: 

4 "Automobile utility trailer" means any trailer, suitable for 

5 towing by a passenger automobile, the use of which is confined 

6 to the private hauling of personal property, but shall not 

7 include mobile homes. 

1 Sec. 2_ Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 1954, 

2 is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new sections: 

3 1. "Except as otherwise expressly provided, automobile 

4 utility trailers shall be subject to the provisions of this 

5 chapter relating to trailers." 

6 2. "For the purpose o£ interstate and intrastate reciprocity 

7 provisions of this Act, automobile utility trailers shall be 

8 classified with pri\·ate passenger aut<>mobiles and extended the 

9 same privileges. However, every owner of automobile utility 

10 trailers engaged in the business of leasing such trailers in 

11 interstate, as well as intrastate commerce, must register witb 

12 the department of motor vehicles license and pay all applicable 

13 taxes on a number of trailers equal to the a\'erage numb<:r of 
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J 4 <tutomobile utilitv ll aiicr~ hE> operate::: du1111g the liccn~mg year 

15 in ~nd thr•Jtlgh thb st«te Thereafter all such tralltrs properly 

16 idt:>ntifted and !icen:s~(!. In any :::tate, tt-rritorv, proYince. countrv. 

17 or the Vi><tl"ct of Columbia, and belunging lo such owner, shall be 

lb permitted tu ope1ate in thi~ state on an inter:;tate (tnd Intrastate 

19 ba'i' The b•nden of >ubmittlni! verifiable <iau as to this 

20 aYtnlge 1111ffiher {)1 trailers :shall b~? on the tr<1!ler owner. The 

21 dey~~rtmntt of motor vehtclt:·s determmat:oii of the avrrage number 

22 1)f trailer::.. operatms; in dlld through the state during the 

2:3 licen:-.i:1g yt>ar ~h.d! be ftnal The term ·owner' as used in this 

24 sectwn mciude,, <:n "''ocwtion 01 group of owner> pro1·ided ,Ill 

2r~ traiier-.·, operated oy ... uch a~~oc~.;:~.tion or group are ea-;ily and 

26 cledrJ, Identified a~ opt:<1ated \)\" ::.uch a-;:sociation or group. 

~~ g. '·It :-.hall ~Jf' unl.J\\ flll fr>r the (,wner of anv autonF.lbile 

28 utility trailer to cngag~ in the busine" or to hold him:;df 

29 out to the public generallv as being engaged in the busine . ..;s 

3'J of leas:nf! su<.h trailer, unle::;s there i~ on file with the 

31 rlepartment a puU\ic h<1..bility and propert) damage Insurance 

32 poli(:y i;;sued by ttn in~uram:e carrier licensed to d(' busintss 

:n in th". 'tate, which polJcy is 'n full force and eiT•ct. The 

34 mtnimum limit:; of II.otbility of such policv shall. fnr each 

:35 such 1 r".iler thereby u,,·ered, cover the aggured's legal liabilit0 

3b a>" Yehicle owner. for bodily injury or death resulting 

37 theretrnm d~ a re:-.ult of any one .:tccirlent or other cause. fifty 

38 thou>an<i dollars I *50.000.00) ; fo1 <ln)' recovery by one person, 

39 ;~nd subJect to said limit for one per5<J!J, <Hie hundred thou~and 

40 dollars (*100,000 (lll). for more th,m one person and for damag:e 

41 to or destruction of any property a~ a re:>ult of any one accident 

·12 or other cause, ten thousand dollars (:$10.000.00)." 
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43 4. "Automobile utility trailers having a gross vehicular 

44 weight of less than three thousand (3,000) pounds need not be 

45 equipped with brakes; however, e\•ery combination of motor vehicle 

46 and ;;utomohile utility trailer shall be capable at all times 

47 and under all condit1ons of loading, of being stopped on a dry, 

48 level road within thirty 130) feet at a speed of twentv (20) 

49 miles per hour." 

50 5. "Automobile utility trailers may be coupled tt• the towing 

51 vehicle by means o£ a clamp-on hitch. Such hitches ;;hall be 

52 designed and in;;talled to effectively transfer stresses to the 

53 chassis of the towing vehicle. The clamps and coupling bar 

54 shall be of sufficient strength to hold and control the trailer 

55 when fully loaded. Such trailers shall be equipped with two (2) 

56 safety chains or cables which are permanently affixed to the 

57 tongue of the trailer. When the trailer is attached to the 

58 towing vehicle, the free end of each chain or cable shall be 

59 attached to the towing vehicle. All such hitches :l.nd safety 

60 chains or cables shall be subject to approval by the commissioner." 

61 6. "Every automobile utility trailer shall be eqtupped with 

62 two (2) red tail lamp~. one on either "de; such tail lamps shall 

Ei;l be visible from a distance of five hundred ( 500) feet aL night." 

64 7. "Every automobile utility trailer shall be equipped with 

65 one (1) red stop lamp which shall be plainly visible and 

66 understandable from a distance of one hundred (100) feet both 

67 during normal sunlight and during darlmess." 

68 8. "Every aut<>mobile utility trailer shall be equipped on 

69 the rear with two (2) red reflectors mounted one at each side 

70 which are visible at night from a distance of three hundred 

71 (300) feet when hit by motor vehicle headlight beams." 
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1 Sec. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point thirt>•-two 

2 (321.32), Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 

3 following: 

4 "It shall be lawful for automobile utility trailers to carry 

5 a photo-copy in lieu of the original registration card, which 

6 photo-<:opy shall be carried in a watertight and easily accessible 

7 metal tube or similar container attached to the trailer." 

SENATE FILE 387 

1 Amend Senate File 887 by adding the following thereto 
2 as Sec. 4: 
8 •l Amend section three hundred twenty-one point 
4 four hundred fifty-four (821.454), Code 1954, by adding 
6 the follo~~ af~r the word Hvebicle" i.n line two (2) 
6 thereof: , tncludmg automobile utility trailers and mobile 
7 homes or house traiJers,'" 

:Filed 
:l!aroh 21, 1957. 

By HoXIE. 
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