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A BILL ·FOR 
An Act to control billboards and other advertising structures, 

signs, posters or displays on land adjacent to limited 
access divided lane highways comprising part of the national 
system of interstate and defense highways. 
\VHEREAS, certain limited access, divided lane national 

interstate and defense highways will in the near future be 
constructed in and across the state of Iowa by the state in 
cooperation with the government of the l'nited States under the 
provisions of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956; and, 

WHEREAS, the national scenic beauty of the land adjacent to 
such highways should be protected and preserved from the erection 
of billboards and other advertising signs, posters, structures 
and displays; and, 

WHEREAS. it is recognized that unless action is taken, areas 
adjacent to highways soon become cluttered with such billboards 
and other unsightly structures of similar nature which obliterate 
the natural scenic beauties of the landscape; and, 

\VHEREAS. the indiscriminate overcrowding and cluttering of 
areas adjacent to public highways by large numbers of signs 
greatly endanger the Jive• and property of persons tnweling 
on such highways by obstructing the \•ision of motor ''ehicle 
drivers and by obscuring necessary highwa>' safety and 
directional signs; and 

WHEREAS, billboards and similar advertising displays are 
specifically designed to catch and divert the attention of 
drivers and passengers of motor ,·ehicles thereby creating 
inattention to other vehicles and hazards of the road; and, 

WHEREAS, such exploitation of the areas adJacent to public 
highways by the erection of billboards or other advertising 
signs. displays, posters and structures injures the im•estment 
of the public in such roads, creates safety hazards, and 
destroys the scenic beauty of the state. and the prohibition 
of such billboards, signs, posters and advertising structures 
and di8plays will promote the health, safety, convenience, and 
general welfare of the state, its citizens and visitors, now 
therefore, 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly oj the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The purpose of this Act is to protect by exercise 

2 of the police power of the state, the safety of travel upon 
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3 and thco natural sc;enic beauty of the land adjacent to limited 

4 access divided lane highways comprising part of the national 

5 system of interstate and defense highways under the provi~ions 

6 of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, hereinafter referred to 

7 as inter::.-tate highway:;, by tontrolling the:> erection. maintenance 

8 and use of t,illhoards and other advertbing structures. signR, 

9 poster' or displays within five hundred (500) feet of the right 

10 of way of such highways. 

1 Sec. 2 All land. within the state and outside any city or 

2 town , located within five hundred (500) feet of the right of 

:i way of anv interstdtc highway IS hereby z.onerl non~lommercial 

4 for advertising purposes. Cpon the establishment 0f any 

5 future right of way for any interstate highway, all land. within 

6 the st<lte and outside any city or town. located within five 

7 hundred (feet) feet of such right of way shall automatically, 

8 '" of the date such right of way is established, be zoned 

9 non-commercial for advertising purposes 

1 Sec 3. Unless excepted under the provisions of section four 

2 (.l) of I hie Act. all billboards or other outdoor ad<·ertisinl( 

3 ~tructures. signs, posters or displays of any nature, 

4 hereinafter referred to collectively as ad,·ertising drsplays, 

5 on or in any bnd zoned non-~ommercial for ad,·ertising purposes 

6 under the provbion> of section two (2) of this Act are hereby 

7 prohibited. Xu person, firm or corporation ;;hall in or on any 

8 land >o zoned non-commercial for advertising purpo~e;; er·ect or 

9 construct any advertising drsplay. 

1 Sec. 4. Advertising displays as defined in section three (3) 

2 of this Act shall not include: 

3 1 Swns necessary for highway directional informatior~ or 
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4 official notices. 

5 2. Signs erected temporarily to indicate the availability 

6 for sale or lease of the property on which they are located. 

7 3. Sig-ns advertising a business or commercial enterprise 

8 and located on the property where such commercial or business 

9 enterpri;;e is conducted. Such signs shall be located upon or 

10 attached to the building, structure, or place devoted to the 

11 business or commercial enterprise or within one hundred (100) 

12 feet thereof. 

1 Sec. 5. E\·ery advertising d1splay which has been erected . 

2 and is being used and maintained as such at the time the land 

3 on which it is located becomes zoned as noncommercial for 

4 advertising purposes is hereby designated as a nonconforming 

5 use. Such a nonconforming use shall not thereafter be erected, 

6 reconstructed, altered, repaired, extended, or increased in 

7 size; and if such a nonconforming use be temporarily or 

8 permanently abandoned or relinquished at any time, it shall be 

9 immediately extinguished . 

1 Sec. 6. Every advertising display which is maintained as 

2 a nonconforming use on land zoned as noncommercial for 

3 advertising purposes shall be removed therefrom within three (3) 

4 years of the time such land was zoned as commercial for 

5 advertising purposes. 

1 Sec. 7. Every advertising display hereafter erected, 

2 constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired. extended, 

3 increased in size, used, or maintained in violation of any 

4 provision of this Act is hereby declared to be a public nuisance 

5 and may be abated as such in any action brought by or in behalf 

6 of the state in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
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1 Sec. 8. Violation of any provision of this Act shall be a 

2 misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by imprisonment for not 

3 more than thirty (~0) days or by a fine of not more than one 

4 hundred (100) dollars. 

1 Sec. 9. Authority to enforce this Act is hereby vested in 

2 the state highway commission. 

1 Sec. 10. Easements or other interests in land as may be 

2 necessary to prevent the erection or use of advertising 

3 dbplays on lands adjacent to interstate highways shall be 

4 considered as part of the necessary right of way for such 

5 interstate highways which the highway commission is authorized 

6 to purchase or condemn, but no such easements or interests in 

7 land for such purpose shall be purchased or condemned by the 

8 highway commission unless and until the same shall be required 

9 by 11ny United States law or regulation as a condition precedent 

10 to a federal allotment in aid of the construction, reconstruction, 

11 improvement or maintenance of highways. In such case, the 

12 highway commission is authorized to expend and there i~ hereby 

13 appropriated such moneys from the primary road fund as may be 

14 required to purcha.~e or condemn such easements or other interests 

15 in land. 

1 Sec. 11. If any provision of this Act or the application 

2 thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 

3 invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of 

4 the Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision 

5 or application; and to this end the provisions of the Act are 

6 severable. 

1 Sec. 12. No provision of this Act shall affect any other 

2 existing law, not contrary to the provisions of this Act, 
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3 regulating advertising billboards, structures, signs, posters 

4 and other advertising displays of any nature . 
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