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January 16, 1957. 
Passed on File. 

Passed Senate, Date .. 

Vote: Ayes.. Kays .. . 

Approved ......... . 

Senate File 25 
By PRE:-ITIS, ELWOOD, 

MOLISO!\ and HENRY. 
(By request of Tax Study Comm.) 

Passed House, Date ....................... .. 

\'ote: Ayes Nays ............ . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to require an annual permit and payment of a permit fee 

for the use of the highways of the state of Iowa by motor 
trucks, truck tractors and road tractors operated within 
this state, whether in interSt<lte or intrastate commerce, 
and amending and repealing certain provisions of the Code 
relating to permits and fees and taxes presently paid for 
use of the highways by such motor trucks. 

Be it Enacted by the GeneTal Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred and twenty-six (326), 

2 C<>de 1954, is hereby repealed and the provisions of sections 

3 two (2) to fourteen (14) of this Act enacted in lieu thereof. 

1 Sec. 2. 1. When used in this Act, the term "motor truck" 

2 shall mean any motor vehicle or other self-propelled vehicle or 

3 device, including, but not hmited to, any automobile, automobile 

4 truck, truck tractor, road tractor, or motor bus designed 

5 primarily for drawing a trailer or other vehicle or for carrying 

6 livestock, merchandise, freight of any kind, or over seven persons 

7 as passengers, but not including any vehicle operated upon fixed 

8 rails or tracks, or propelled by electric power obtained from 

9 overhead trolley wires, or without moth·e power and designed to 

10 be drawn by another vehicle. 

11 2. When used in this Act, the term "owner" means a person 

12 who holds the legal title of a motor truck or in the event a 

13 motor truck is the subject of an agreement for the conditional 

14 sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance 
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15 of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immPdiate 

16 right of possession veo;lerl in the conditional vendee or lessee or 

17 in the ~vent a mortgagor of a motor truck is entitled to 

18 possession. then .~urh conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor 

19 shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this Act. 

1 Sec. 3. On and after the first day of January 1. 1958, it 

2 shall be unlawful for any person to drive or operate any motor 

3 truck on the highways of this state or for the owner of any 

4 such motor truck to cause or knowingly permit such motor truck 

5 to be driven or operated on such highways unle~f' a \'aiid and 

6 rurn·nt annual permit for operation of such motor truck on the 

7 highwa,·s shall ha,·• been ohtamed, upon payment of all required 

8 fees and penalties, from the state corr:merce commi:s::;ion or unle.ss 

9 the 'ticker or place evidencing such permit is displayed upon 

10 such motor truck in the manner prescribed by the commission. 

11 Any violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable as 

12 proYided in section twelve (12) of this Act. This section shall 

13 not apply to: 

14 1. Motor trucks, if the gross weight of such motor truck 

15 and any vehicle drawn by such motor truck plus the maximum load 

16 to be carried on such motor truck and any such drawn vehicle is 

17 less than eight thousand (8,000) pounds. 

18 2. Any motor truck 0\\'1Jed and controlled by any farmet·, 

19 farm landlord, farm tenant, or farm employee and used exclusively 

20 as an incident to the principal business of farming or li\·estock 

21 raising for the private and not for hire transportation of 

22 agricultural or dairy products, or other farm products while 

23 owned by the producer, including landlord and tenant, from farm 

24 to market, warehouse, dairy, or shipping terminal, or for such 
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private and not for hire transportation of such items, and 

machinery. materials and supphes necessary for farm operation 

and while owned by a farmer, farm landlord, farm tenant or farm 

employee from market, warehou;;e, or shipping point to farm or 

from one farm to another, or for the transportation of agricultural 

or dairy products, or other farm products while owned by the 

producer of the products, including landlord and tenant, from 

32 a farm to a fair or exhibit and return. 

33 3. Any such motor truck which, under the provisions of 

34 chapter three hundred and twenty-one (321) of th~ Code relating 

35 to manufacturers, transporters and dealers or under the provisions 

36 of subsections two (2), three (3), four (4). five (5), and six (6) 

37 of section three hundred and twenty-one point eighteen (321.18) 

38 of the Code, lS not subject to motor vehicle registration. 

:l9 4. Any such motor truck which has been purchased by a 

40 nonresident of Iowa in this state or any other state not the 

41 owner's state of residence, which motor truck, while empty, ts 

42 crossing or being removed from Iowa on a direct route to the 

43 owner's state of residence, and for which motor truck a transit 

44 plate has been purchased under the provisions of section three 

45 hundred and twenty-one point one hundred and nine (321.109) of 

46 the Code or if such motor truck was purchased in another state, 

47 the applicable laws of that state regarding newly purchased motor 

48 trucks in transit have been complied with and all appropriate 

49 fees of such state have been paid. 

50 5. ~lotor trucks for which the permit fee required under 

51 the provisions of section three hundred and twenty·seven point 

52 nine (327.9), of the Code, as amended, has been paid. The penn it 

53 and filing and permit fees provided by such section shall be in 
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54 lieu of the permit and filing and permit fees required by this 

55 Act. 

56 6. Motor trucks owned by the United States, any state, or 

57 any political subdivision thereof 

1 Sec. 4. This Act shall apply to motor trucks operated in 

2 interstate and foreign commerce upon the highways of this state, 

3 in all particulars and provisions as may be lawful under the 

4 C'on<;titution of the l.:nited State>. The permits and permit and 

S filing fees required by this Act shall not be subJect to waiver 

6 through reciprocity agt·eements. Such permits and fees for the 

7 operation on the highway of this ~tate of motor trucks operating 

8 in interstate and foreign commerce shall be required as partial 

9 compensation for the use of the highways of this state and for 

10 the policing of such highways. 

1 Sec. 5. Annual motor truck permits shall be 'alid from the 

2 first day to the last day of the year for which the perrrit was 

3 issued. A numbered sticker or plate shall be issued with each 

4 permit and shall be attached to the motor truck for which the 

5 p<:rmit was issued in such manner as prescribed by the commission. 

1 Sec. 6. 1. Application for permits shall be made by the 

2 owner of such motor truck or trucks to the state commerce 

3 commission in wTiting on such form as shall be provided by the 

4 commtssion. The applications for all motor trucks subject to 

5 this Act owned by such owner on the first day of January of 

6 each yeat· shall be due on or before the fifteenth day of January 

7 of such year. Applications for motor trucks which are purchased 

8 by such owner or which otherwise become subject to this Act 

9 after the first day of January shall be due on or before the 

10 fifteenth day following the day such motor truck was purchased 
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11 or became subJect to this Act. 
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2. The original application by any owner for a motor truck 

permit or permits shall be accompanied by a filing fee of 

twenty-five (25) dollars and each such original and all subsequent 

applications shall be accompanied b)(a filin~ fee of ftve (5) 

dollars for each motor truck for which a permit is requested in 

such application. Subsequent applications by the same owner 

shall not require the payment of the ftling fee so long as such 

owner shall apply for a permit for at least one truck at sometime 

during each consecutive subsequent year. If such owner shall 

in any subsequent year, not apply at some time during such year 

for at least one permit, then the next application by such owner 

shall be an original application and payment of the filing fee 

24 shall be required. 

25 3. The commission shall not issue a permit for any motor 

26 truck, until and after the application has filed with the commission: 

27 (a) A statement that all motor trucks owned by him, for which a 

28 permit has been requested, comply with all safety standards 

29 regarding motor trucks and the equipment thereof which are 

30 contained in any applicable law or regulation of the Cnited 

31 States or state of Iowa; and (b) eYidence of insurance or financial 

32 responsibility for each such motor truck in the same form, 

38 manner, extent, co,·erage and limits of liability as required in 

34 section three hundred twenty-seven point fifteen (327.15), of 

35 Code, or if the owner of the motor truck is a certificated 

36 carrier under the provisions of chapter three hundred and 

37 twenty-fh·e (325), as required in section three hundred and 

38 twenty-five point twenty-six (325.6) of the Code. -:-<o other 

39 or additional insurance or bond shall be required of a motor 
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40 truck owner by any city, town or other agency of this stale 

41 Further, the commission ~hall not issue a permit to any 

42 applicant who has failed to submit with an application any 

4:\ other information or factual statement..' required by the • 
45 1. If any motor truck for which a permit has been iesued 

46 is sold or transferred to a new owner, the new owner shall make 

4i applicat•on to the commi.sion within fifteen (lfi) days of such 

48 sale or transfer for the transfer of the permit. Such application 

49 shall be made upon such form as shall be provided by the 

50 commission. Ko fee shall be charged for such transfer except 

fil that a tiling f~e shall be required fo1· such application if it 

is an C>riginal application a' detinet! in suheection two (2) of 

this section for which payment of the twenty-fi,c (25) dollar 

54 f>ling fee is required. Upon receipt of ,mch application, the 

55 commif'f'ion shall transft>r the permit and bsue a new sticker or 

ii6 plate. 

1 Sec. 7. If any application for a motor truck permit or 

2 permits or application for transfer of such permit or permits 

3 shall not be received together with all required fee> by the 

4 commission on or before the due date spedfi~d for such application, 

5 such late application shall be ,ubiect to and requi1·e the 

6 payment of a penalty. The pcnalt~· ,hall be two (2) dollars per 

7 ei•Ch motor truck for which a permit or transfer of a permit is 

8 requested in such applic<~tion for each month or fraction thereof • 9 elapsing between the due date and the time such application 

10 together with all required fees and penalties is received by the 

11 commission. This penalty shall not be waived and >hall be in 

12 addition to all other punishments as may be provided for 
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conYiction of a violation of the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 8. Cpon receipt of a properlr executed application 

for a permit or permits or a transfer of such permit or permits 

together with all required proofs of compliance with this Act 

and payment of all required fees and penalties, the commiseion 

shall, without further proceedings, issue or tran:;fer such permit 

or permits. However, if it shall appear that applicant shall. in 

any previous year or years, have failed to obtain any re4uired 

permit or transfer of a permit for any motor truck listed in such 

application. the commission shall withhold action on such 

application until all required fees and penalties for such 

11 previous year or years are paid. 

Sec. 9. Failure to keep the insurance for any motor truck 

2 required by this Act in force at all times shall cat"e the permit 

3 for such motor truck to be re,·oked. For ,·iolation by any motor 

4 truck owner of the safety standards regarding motor trucks and 

5 the equipment thereof which are contained in any applicable law 

6 or •·egulation of the Cnited States or of the state of Iowa, or 

7 for Yiolation by a motor truck owner of any proYision of this Act 

8 or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, the commission, 

9 may, in addition to the other penalties herein pro,•iderl, suspend 

10 or re\'oke and cancel any or all motor truck permit~ held by such 

11 owner. 

1 Sec. 10. All fees and penalties provided in this Act shall 

2 be a.nd constitute a lien against the motor truck for which they 

3 are payable until such time as they are paid in full. Such lien 

4 shall attach at the time such fee or penalty is due. Such fees 

5 and penalties shall also be a personal debt of the owner and may 

6 be collected by suit. The collection of such fees and penalties 
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7 may be enforced af?ainst the motor truck against which they 

8 constitute a lien by the delh·ering by the commerce commission t•J 

9 the sheriff of the county in which such motor truck ie registered, 

10 or to the eheriff of any county if such motor truck is not 

11 registered in this state, of a certified notice of such delinquent 

12 penalties and feek. The sheriff shall proceed to collect such 

13 fees, penalties, and cost of collection in the same manner as 

14 provided in chapter three hundred and t" enty-on~ (321) for the 

15 collection by the sheriff of delinquent motor vehicle registration 

16 fees, penalties and costs. The certified notice shall for all 

17 purposes be a sufficient warrant for such action. 

1 Sec. J I. The commission tS hereby empowered to make such 

2 rules and regulation:; as ma.r be necess~ry to carry out and enforce 

3 thi' Act and to require each applicant fM the i"11ance or 

4 transfer of a permit to submit under oath ~uch information with 

5 his application as the commission deem~ necessarv or desirable for 

6 the enforcement, by the commission or other agency of the state, 

7 of this Art or any other law of the statf. 

1 Sec. 12. It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any 

2 of the provisions of this chapter unless such violation i• by 

3 other law of this state dedared a felony. Cpon con\'iction for 

1 violation of any of the provisions of this Act the person so 

5 convicted shall be pumshed by imposition of fineg as follows: 

6 For the first offense thirty dollars; for the second offense one 

7 hundred dollars; f<Jt' the thil·d and all subsequent offenses five 

8 hundred dollar;;. 

1 Sec. 1:3. All revenues received under this Act shall be 

2 remitted by the comrniesion to the treasurer of state within 

3 fifteen days after the <:lose of each quarterly period of each 

• 

• 



• 

• 

-9- S. F. 25 

4 calendar year. Such revenues shall be credited to the road use 

5 tax fund. 

1 Sec. 14. The enactment of this Act by the General Assembly 

2 constitutes a finding of fact by the General Assembly that the 

3 provisions of this Act are necessary and required for the 

4 effective policing and regulation of the highways of this 8tate 

5 and the motor traffic thereon in the interests of the public 

6 safety and the enforcement of the laws of this state. 

1 Sec. 15. Section three hundred and twenty-seYen point nine 

2 (327.9), Code 1954, rs hereby repealed and the following enacted 

3 in lieu thereof: 

4 
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"Each original application shall be accompanied by a f1ling 

fee of twenty-fh·e dollars and an annual permit fee of five 

dollars for each motor truck to be operated under such permit. 

Thereafter, no permit shall be continued in force until the 

holder thereof shall have paid to the commission, the annual 

permit fee of five dollars for each motor truck operated under 

such permit. So long as such permit shall remain continuously 

in force, subsequent payments of the filing fee shall not be 

required. If in any year, an annual permit fee is not paid for 

at least one truck operated under such permit, or such permit 

shall be reYoked, or in any other way lapse or be canceled, the 

next subsequent application by the holder shall require payment 

of the twenty-five dollar filing fee~~ addition to any other 

fees imposed by this chapter. The filing fee and permit fees 

imposed by this chapter shall be in lieu of the filing fee and 

permit fee imposed by and permits issued under chapter three 

20 hundred twenty-six (326) as re-enacted." 

1 Sec. 16. Section three hundred and twenty-seven point 
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2 fourteen (::l27.14), Code 1%4, is hcreb)' amended by adding to the 

:3 end of such section the foll<nvin~;: ":\' o fee shall be charged in 

4 the case of such sale, tran•fer, lease, 01' a.~signment, except 

5 that if the person to which such permit is ,o sold. transferred. 

6 leased. or aRSigned is not at the time of such tranoaction already 

7 a holder of a permit isoued under thi> section such person shall 

il be required to pa)·, before such transaction shall be valid, the 
' / 

9 'original filing fee'~f twentv-five (25) dollars to the commission." 

1 Sec. 11. Section three hundred and twelve point one (312.1), 

2 Code 1954, IS hereby amended by striking subsection three (3) and 

::l inserting in lieu thereof the follo\\ing: "All re,·enue derived 

4 from motor truck permits under chapter three hundred twenty-six 

5 (326) as re-enacted." 

1 Sec. 18. Section four hundred and seventeen point fifty-four 

2 ( 417.54), Code 1954, is hereby amended b; striking from line 

3 seven (7) of subsection four (4) thereof the word and figures. 

4 and 326.2". 

SE:\ATE FILE 25 

1 Amend Senate File 25. section 6, by striking from line 
2 15 the words "a filing'' and inserting in lieu thereof the wordti 
3 ''an annual permit". 

Filed 
February 11, 1~67. 

SEN ATE >'ILE 2J; 
(Committee Amendment} 

By PREN'I'IS. 

1 Amend Senate Ftle 25 by insert1ng after the word hdoUars'' in hne 
5 of s~tion 15 

2 the following ", except as heremafter spe<thed;'. 
3 Further nmend Senate File 25 by insert1ng afU!r the r>eriod in 
4 line 6 the following: ''If an original application fi!OO by an 
5 o\\·ner of not more than one truck, wetghing not less than 8000 
6 pounds nor more than 12,500 pounds. used exdvsn•ely as an incident 
~ to the principal business of said owner and used for the priYate, 
8 and not for h1re, transportation of any property, shall be 
9 accompanied by a filing fee of five dollars and an annual permit 

10 fee of five dolln1s In any year in which such owner re(ristus 
11 more than one Yehicle he shall pay the twenty-five dollar filing 
12 fee as above pro,·ided." 
13 Further amend section 15 by insertmg after the word "f&e" in 
14. line 16 the following ",or a fh-e dollar filing fee for an 0\\~er 
16 required to file a five dollar fee as above provided,''. 
16 Arnend section 16 by strikmg from hne 9 the following: ··of 
17 twenty-five dollars'' and insHting after the word "fcc'' in line 9 
18 the following': "as specified 1n section 15.". 

Filed. By (()){Mf'l"TEE OX TAX REVISIO~. 
~1arch 1, 1!>57. FR:\NK D. ELWOOO. Chcnrmall. 
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