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January 23, 1957. 
Constitutional Amendments and 
Reapportionment of the Legi8-
lature. 

Passed House, Date .... '/.~/~ .. 
Vote: Ayes .. J.3 . Nays ... $ ..... . 

H. J. R. 6 
By STEVE!\'S, BROWN, JOHANNES, 
:YicNEAL, REPPERT. KOSEK, 
HEXDRIX, COVERDALE, WILSON, 
EDGI!\GTO::-<. FAIRCHILD, SAR. 
WALTER of Hardin, HAXSO!\', 
BCRTCH. CHRISTOPHEL, BALL­
RAGE!\', WHITKEY, and ELDRED. 

Passed Senate, Date ..................... .. 

Vote: Ayes .............. ~ays .. . 

Approved ................... . 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 
A Joint Resolution proposing to repeal sections six (6), 

thirty-four (34), thirty-five (85) and thirty-six (86) 
of article three (III), legislative department, of the 

• constitution of the state of Iowa, and to adopt substitutes 
sections six (6), thirty-four (34) and thirty-five (35) 
thereof, relating to representation in the ~enate and house 
of representatives and to the classification of senators. 

Be It Resolt·ed by the Geneml Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section six ( 6). article three (III) legislative 

2 department, of the constitution of the state of Iowa is herebv 

3 repealed and the following is adopted as a substitute therefor: 

4 "Senator' shall he so classified by lot that one class, 

5 being as nearly one half as possible, shall be elected every 

6 two years. When either class consists of a greater number than 

7 one half of the total number of senators, newly elected senators 

8 shall be annexed by lot to one or the other of the two classes 

9 so as to keep such classes equal, and the senators annexed to 

10 the greater of the two classes shall serve a term of two years 

J 1 notwithstanding the provisions of section five ( 5) of this article." 

1 Sec. 2. Section thirty-four (34), article three (III), 

2 legislative department, of the constitution of the state of 

3 Iowa is hereby repealed and the following is adopted as a 

4 substitute therefor: 



HOUSE JOI:\T RESOLI:TION 6 

Amend Hou::~e Joint Rcsulution 6, se-<:tion 2 by 1:1triking ull 
2 after the word "Senator" in line twelve (12) to the word '4the" in 
3 line s1xteen ( 16). 
4 Further amend section 2 by stnking the word "may'' in line 
5 s1xt.een (16) and insertmg in liiiu thereof the word "shall". 
G Further amend section 2 by sh,ktng the fi"t six WOT<Is in 
7 lme se,·enteen (11) 

Filed and lost 
April 12, 1957 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 6 
(Committee amendment) 

RF::I'PERT of Polk. 

1 Amend the House Joint Resolution 6 by striking all after the 
2 resolving clause and inserting in lieu thereof the follo'\\-ing: 
3 Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution o! 
4 the State of Iowa is hereby proposed: 
5 Section six (6) of Article Three (Ill) o£ the Constitution 
6 of the state of Iowa and ee<:tions thirty-four (S4), thirty-five 
7 (26) and thirty-six <36) of said Article Three (l!I) as adopted 
8 by amendment in 1904 A. D. and the amendment to section thirty· 

four (S4) 

9 of Article Three (III) adopted in 1928 A. D. are hereby repealed 
10 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 
11 "Section 6. The Senate shall consist of ftfty members so 
12 classified by lot, that one ela.ss, being as nearly one hal! 
13 as possible, shall be elected every four years. Senators shall 
14 be elected from districts established by law. 
15 "Section 34. The senatorial districts shall be established 
16 by law at the first regular session of the General Al!8etnbly 
17 held after adoption of thi• amendment and not oftener than 
18 onee in each ten-:rear period thereafter. The senatorial 
19 districts shall be so established that each county having a 
20 population of more thAn one hundred thousand ahall have one 
21 senator and the nmaining "naV>rs a.pportion&d among distrieta 
22 compog.ed of two or more counties, but no district shall have more 
23 than one senator. 
24 "Section 36. The House of Representatives shall consist 
25 of members elected at each general election and apportioned 
26 in the following manner. The ratio of representation shall 
27 be thirty thousand. Every county shall constitute one 
28 representative district and shall be entitled to one representative 
29 for each multiple in population of the ratio number plus one 
30 additional representative where the population excoods a multiple 
31 of the ratio number by one-half or more of such ratio number, 
32 but every county shall be entitled to at least one representative. 
SS On the taking of each decennial eenaus of the United States the 
34 secretary o! stat6 shall certify, to the next succeeding regular general 
35 assembly and to the supreme court, the official whole number of 
36 inhabitants of the state and the population of each county. 
37 c•Section 36. lJpon receipt by the general assembly in regular 
88 sesion of the official certification by the secretaey• of 
39 state of the population of the state and counties after each 
40 decennial national census, the assembly shall divide each 
41 county entitled to more than one representative into 
42 representative subdistricts of contiguous territory. as compact 
43 a.nd nearly equsl in populatton !iS may be. in each of which one 
44 representative shall be elected at the succeeding general 
45 election. t.:pon failure of the general assembly to so act at 
46 satd session, said duty shall devolve upon the supreme court 
47 and its order shall be entered and eertifie<i to the governor and 
4S to the presiding officers ot the gener&l &...ctSembly and be etfective 
49 until reapportionment after the next succeeding decennial census.". 
50 Sec. 2. Th~ foregoing proposed amendment to the Constitution 
51 of the State of Iowa is hereby refer-red tQ the General Assembly 
52 to be chosen at the next general election and the Secretary 
.~ of State is dir~..ed to cause the same to be published as 
:)4 provided by law for three months pre"'.-ious to the time of making 
55 such choice. 

Filed 
April 16, 1957 

By Cor..D11TTEE OS LEGISLATIVE REVISTRlCTING, 

Dt.",\NF E. DEWELt Chairman. 



HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 6 

1 Amend the comntittce amendment to House Joint Resolution 6 tiled 
2 April 16th by striking the word ''fifty'' in lin~ 11 and inserting in 
J heu thereof the word ~'fifty-five". 
4 Further amend the committee amendment to H('luse Joint Resolu-

tion 6 
5 filed Apnl 16th by striking the period (.) in lme 4& after tbe 
0 word ''election., and adding the following; 
7 "; and also o.t said session after ~ach decennial national censu~ 
S the C~.ssembb" shall raapportion the senate giving each county, hanng 
9 more than one hundred thousand population, one senator". 

Filed 
April 28, 1951. By DEWEL. 

--- ------- ---·- -
HOt:SE JOINT RESOLVTION 6 

l Amtnd Rouse Joint Resolution 6 by striking all after the enaeting 
2 clause and substituting thuefor the f'ollowing: 
S "Section 1. Amend Art.Jcle- Three (Ill), section 
4 thirty-four (84), as amended by the amendment of 1904, by 
5 ~tt-iki~ the ,,·ord "fi!tv" in line two (2) nnd substitute 
6 in lieu thereof the word "fi!ty-five". 
7 Sec. ~. Further amend Article Three (III), section 
8 thirty-four (34), as amended in 1904, by striking all after 
9 the word "census" in line .six (6) thereot' and inserting 

10 therefor the following: 1'thcy shall ~ apportioned among 
11 the counties of the state according to nrea as ne!irly as 
12 practicable." 
13 Sec. 3. Further amend Article Three (Ill). section 
14 thirty-four (S·t), &Eo am~nded in 1904 and 1928, by striking the 
15 period ( ) at the er.d of scud s~tion and in~rt the 'follo\\.-l.ng: 
16 "except the ~ountie:; of Polk, \Yoodbury, Black Hawk, Linn and 
17 S¢ott, which counttes shall each be entitled to two (2) 
18 Senators, but not more than one (1) shall be a residrnt within 
19 the corporate limits of Des Moines, Sioux C1ty, \\'aW.rloo. 
20 Cedar Rapids &r.d Davenport, respec!.in~.ly, in sa1d counti&S.'' 
21 Sec. 4. Atnend Article Three <Ill), ~ect\on thirty.five 
22 ( 35), as smended in 1904, by .striking the word 04eight" in 
2~ line three (3) and sub.stiture therefor the wGrd 1'thirteen". 
24 Sec. 5. Further amend Article Threa (III), section 
25 thirty~fiv~. 35 amended 1r.. 190d., by striking all :Uter the 
26 pctiod (.) in line three (3) and substitute in lieu thareof the 
27 following: "~Each county shall constitute a representati...-e district 
28 and be entitled to one reprcser.tntive, except the counties of 
29 Clinton, Dubuque, Pvttllwattamie and Wapello, which counties shall 
SO be cntitiGd to two (2) 1-epr~ent.atives; and further except the 
31 countH~s of PoJk, WQodbury, Black Hawk, Linn ar:d Scott, which 
32 countit.s shall be entitled to three (3) representatives, ench, 
S3 not more than two repre"Sentativcs shall be residents withm 
84 the corporate limits of DeE )loines. Sioux Ctty, 't\·a.tcrloo, 
85 Cedar Rapids and Davenport. re.sp~ively, in said counties. 
S6 Sec. 6. Fu:rtho'r amend Artu.:le Three HI!), as amended in 
S7 1904, by striking section thirty-six (36) thereof. 

Filed 
April 24, 1%7. By i);OLAN. 



H. .]. R. 6 -2-

5 "The senate shall con;;ist of sixty (60) senators, to be 

6 elected from sixty (60) senatorial districts established by 

7 law. The state shall be divided into sixty (60) districts 

R ha\"ing as nearly equal populatiOn as possible Where a 

9 sen<1torial district is constituted of more than one county, 

10 the counties shall be tontiguou:;;, ~nd no county shall be 

II divided in forming such a district; where a county is entitled 

12 to more than one senator, :;uch county shall be d1vided into 

13 the number of senatorial districts equal to the number of 

14 senators to which the county is entitled. Provided, however, 

15 that two or more districts in the same countv may by law be 

16 combined and the senators representing the county may be elected 

17 either from the several distncb or at large from such county 

18 as the law may prescribe At the first session of the general 

19 assembly following the adoption of this amendment and at each 

20 session immediately following the offiual publication of each 

21 succeeding decennial Cnited States census thereafter, the general 

22 assembly shall take notice of the last preceding Cnited States 

23 cen~us and reapportion the senatorial districts as above prescribed 

24 based on the last preceding Cnited States census. Provided, 

25 however, that if the general assembly fails to act at the first 

26 sesRion following the adoption of thi~ amendment or the first 

27 session following the official publicatwn of each succeeding 

28 United States census enumerating the population of the several 

29 counties in this state, the supreme court shall take judicial 

30 notice of the last and each succeeding Cnited States census 

31 and shall, on ita own motion, proceed to designate and apportion 

32 the senatorial districts as hereinbefore provided, the provisions 

33 of section one (!),article three (Ill), of the constitution of 

• 
• 
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-3- H. J. R. 6 

34 the state of Iowa to the contrary notwithstanding. 

1 Sec. 3. Section thirty-five (35), article three (III), 

2 legislative department, of the constitution of the state ot 

3 Iowa is hereby repealed and the following is adopted as a 

4 substitute therefor: 

5 "The house of representatives shall consist of ninety-nine 

6 (99) members. Every county shall constitute one (1) representative 

7 district and be entitled to one (1) representative." 

1 Sec. 4. Section thirty-six (36), article three (II), 

2 legislative department, of the constitution of the state of 

3 Iowa is hereby repealed. 

EXPLANATIOX OF H. J. R. 6 

The purpose of thts joint resolution is to reapportion legislative seats among the 
counties. It provides !or 60 senatorial distric~ to lw allotted. on a population basis 
and 99 representative dietricts to be allotted one W a county. 

'! 
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Amend House Jomt Resolution 6 as follows: 
1. Amend the title by striking all after the word, "to" 

in line one (1) and substituting therefor the following. 
"amend sections three (3), six (6), thirty.four (34) and 

thirty.five (~fi) and stt-ike and rc·~nact n sub!;ti.tute for 
section thirty-~ix (36). Legislative Department, Article 
Three (III), Constitution of the State of Iowa, so as to 
est..'lblish ~ nc"· method o! apportionmcJlt of Senators and 
Representativ~!:> in the General A:ostmbly." 

2 By ~>lrtking all after the rE'aoh·ing clause and insertin~ 
in lieu thereof the folhwing: 

"Sf'!cbon 1. Article Three (III). Legislative Department, 
Con~titutJon of Iow;l, ~ectior:. t.hirty-!our {34) M amendt!d by 
the amendments of J90.f. and 1928, jg hereby amended as follows: 

1. By Rlnking th(:' "'Ord, 'fifty' in line two (2) and 
substitutmg m lieu thcn-eof the word, 'fifty.five {55)' 

2. R:r ~triking all of euch section after the word, 
'census,' in line six (6) and substihtttng in lieu thereof the 
followtr.g· 

'they shall be equitably apportioned among the counties of 
the "tate I'Jn an area and population baAlS except that the 
five (5) counties havin~ the largest population shall each 
constitute a ~cnatorbl di15tt·1ct from each of which districts 
two (2) Senators shall be elected.' 



2& 
26 
27 
28 

Se<: 2. Atticle Thr..-e (Ill), Legislative Department, 
ConstitutlOn of Iowa, s~tion thirty·th'c (35) ;l:. amended by 
the nnl<:ndm~ut of 1904 ts hen:b:r amended by striking all of 
~uch ~('ction after the period ( .) in line three (3) and 

29 substituting in lieu thcrft)f the following: 
30 'Each county shall constit'Jte a representative dl<.;bict and 
31 $hall be entitled to one (1) Rcprescntati\·e, c)(ccpt thu.t the 
:~2 five (f,) counties in the :.tate ha\·ing the largest population 
33 shall be entitled to three (3) Representatives each, the four 
31 (4) counties having the next latgest population shall be 
35 entitle<! to two (2) Representative:. each, and the nine (9) 
36 counties h.a\·ing the smalle:.t population m the :Jtute ~=,haJJ he 
37 at~hed to any adjacQnl or cornering county to form a 
38 representative district which representative district shall 
311 be entitled to one ( 1) Representative. The General Assembly 
40 shall npportion representatives among the counties and e.!)tablisb 
41 representative distric~ at the next session of the General 
42 Assembly held following each takin~ of the st-ate and natiomtl 
43 census, except that e&~.:h county entitled to more than one (1) 
44 reptescnt&tl¥e shall be di·dded by the supreme court, within 
45 ninety (90) days after the end of such session, into a number 
46 ot" represcntati\·c districts equal to the number of 
4i representatives allotted to such county and all such dtP.lncts 
4R in a <..ounty shall be composed of contiguous tcrrito1·y and ~hall 
4f' be a~ o~arly equal in population as possible.' 
fiO ~ec. 3. Article Th~e (Ill), Legislative Department, 
!il Constitution of Iowa, is hereby amended hy st..riking section 
S'' thirty.six (36) and all smendmenti': thereto and by l"Ub~tituting 
5:l thert:>for the following: 
fi-t 'At the first ~eo;o;ion of the Gcr.cnll :\bs~mbly fol!owmg the 
.'55 ~doption ot thi:. amendment and the apportionment of Senators 
56 and Represent.atives as provided in this amendment, the members 
57 of the Senate and House of Representatives separately shall be 
58 divided. by lot into two (2) cla...'>$-eS as provided in s~tions 
51} ~ix (6), Article Three (111}, Legid.ative Department Those 
tiO member:. constituting one (1) of the two (2) classes shall 
61 set ve terms o.t' two (2) year., only and the1r suCCe<)SOr3 .,hall 
IJ:.! set vc terms of four ( 4) years.' 
tt3 Sec. 4 Article Three (!H), Legislative De,)art;mQnt, 
IJ·l Constitution of Iowa, se<:tion three (3}. i.::; hereby amended by 
n;; -;triking the worcl. 'two' in line ten (10) and sub;;tituting 
GG therefor the word, 'four ( 4)' 
67 ~H. 5. Artidc Three (Tll), Legislative DE>pattmcnt, 
6~ Con~titution of Iowa, section six (t3). is hereby n.mQnded as 
6!1 folio,~<;: 

70 l Ry stril<in~ the word. 'nor more than one-half' in !me 
71 three (3) 
72 2. Ry inserting after the word. 'and' in line four ( 4) the 
IS words, 'the membership of both houses separately'. 
74 3. By striking the word. 'Senator:.' in line seven ('i) and 
76 ms~rt.ing in lieu thereof the word, 'RepresentAtrv~~·." 

Flied 
April 4, 195< 

>!oWRY of Marshall. 
WILSON" of Calhoun. 

HOl!SE JOINT RESOLUTION 6 

Amend the amendment to House Joint Resolution 6 by I 
2 Mow:y and Wil&en filed April 1, 19&7. ~y.puttin~ a pC'riod ., J / ·. (,l.;L..._r1..-'\ 

in lieu of the <.:omma in line 35 and stnkmg the re~t of _ J) ~~\CV 1 
the sen t~m +>. , _ ( c. 

filed 
April 5, 19:;7. 

:MoWRY of lla.rshall. 
FALVEY of Monroe. 

....-

• 

•• 



HOL"SE .JOI::\1' RESOLUTION 6 

1 Amend the ~mendment to Hou~e .Joint Resolution 6 by Mowry 
2 and Wilson tiled April·1, 1957 b~· :.trikin~ lir.es twenty-five . ,. 

(25) through £01 ty-nine ( 49) inclusive and 1nsertmJ; 1n .teu 3 
·1 thereM the following; 
5 usee. 2. Article three (riO, Legislative Departm~nl. 
6 Constitution of Iowa, sect1on thirty-11\'C (35), as amended by 
7 the nrnendn~ent •)f Et04 is hereby rcpeal~d and thto following c-nactt>d 

S in lieu therCQf: 
9 'The Hvu~e of Reprcsenwtin·s shall congjst of not more than 

10 on~ hundred thirteen (113) member~. Each county phnll con::.Ltute 
11 a rf>present.lltlve distr1ct and c;h:tll bQ entitled to one (1} 
12 Reprc:.entati\"t::, except that the fi,·e (5) counttcs in the :.tate 
13 havmg the Iarge$i.t populnti.on shall he entitled to threl:! (3) 
14 Represcntatin•:, each, the !our ( 4) cotmties hfiving the ne~t 
15 large~t population :.haJJ b~ entitled to two (2) Rcpresenta~l\:es 
16 each. The Gen~rnl Assembly shall apportion r!!presentl\ll\"C3 
17 amon.-.. the counties and e~tabhsh representative district;; at 
lR the n;xt :.cssion of the General Asl:lembly held following ~nch 
19 takinp; of the !!-tate and national cen:>u:., except that ea('h eountv 
20 entitled to mort~ than one (1) repre:;entative shall be d1v,dcd br 
21 the supreme court, v.ithm ninety (90) days after the end of such 
22 session, into a number of rcpr~sents.ti\"C districts equal to the-
23 number o£ representati\·es allotted to such county and all such 
24 districts in & county shall be compost>d of contiguous territ<'lry 
25 and shall be as nearlr equal in population as possible.'" 

Filed ond adopted 
April 10, 1967. 

MoWRY ()f ).(arshall. 
FALVEY of i\fonroe. 

1 Amend the Reppert amendment to House Joint Resolution fi, 
2 section one (1), lines sc\-·en (7) and eight (8), by striking the 
3 words and ftgu~ uone hundred thirty ( 130)" and inserting in 
4 lieu thereat tho words and figures "one hundred sixteen (116f'. 

Offered and lost 
April 10, 1967. NEI..SON" of Winnebago. 

HOUSE JOI:\T RESOLUTION 6 

1 Amt"'nd Hou$e Joint Resolution 6 
2 as follows: 
3 1. By striking all after the resolving clause and insert the fol-

lowing: 
4 "Section 1. SQ<:t.Jon thirty-five (35) of article thr~ {Ill), 
5 legislath·e department, of the Constitution o! the State of Iowa 
6 is hereby repealed and the following is adopted as a substitute 
7 the-refor: 
8 'The Hou:.e of Reprcscnrotiv~-.. shall consist of one hundred 
9 thirty ( 130) members, and they shall be fully apportioned among 

10 the several counties on the basis of the population of the state 
ll as indicated by the state or nn.honal census at the first regular 
12 segsion of the General Assembly following said census, except 
13 that each county shall be ent1tled to at least one representative.' 
1<1 Sec. 2 The foreguing rnopv!:>ed amendment is hereby referred 
15 to the G€neral Assembly to be chosen at the next general election 
16 for members of the General Ass@tnbly, and the Secretary of State 
17 l:lhalJ .;ause the same to blo puLiished for three (3) consecutive 
18 months previous to the Jote of Mid election as provide<! by law.'" 
19 2. By adding to su<'h amendment ~ new section a.s follows: 
20 "Further amend House .}oint Resolution 6 by striking the titJe 
21 und substituting therefor the following: 
22 'A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Conatitut:on 
23 of the State of Iowa, relating to representation in the 
21 Hou<;c of Repre:.entnti\·es of the General Assembly.'" 

Filed and lost 
April 10, 1957 REPPDtT or Polk. 

. 1;"1-
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HOUSE .JOINT RESOLUTION 6 

1 Arne~.: the Reppert amendment to House Joint Resolution 
2 6, Section one (1), line thi.r~en 03) by t,;lriking the 
3 period ( .) following the word •·, epreo:;entative" and inserting 
4 in lieu thereof the words "and the assembly shall divide 
5 each county entitled to more than one NJ)rtsentlltive into 
6 representative districts of contiguous territory, 9.15 compact 
7 anrl nearly equal in population as may be, in each of which 
8 one representlltive shall be elected." 

Otfned and lost 
April 10, 1957. 

HOUSE JOI:\T RESOLUTIO:\ 6 

2 

An1end the Reypert amendment to House Joint Resolution 6, 
Section one (1), line eleven (11) and twelve (12) by striking 

3 the words "l't the first regular session of the General Assembly 
following said census" n.nd insert in lieu thereof the words 4 

./ 
~I ~ 
)." 

5 "in years ending in three". 

Offered and adopted 
April 10, 1957 

1/\ 
JOHNS of Tams... l 

v 

liOUSE JOI:\T RESOLUTI0:-1 6 

1 Amend the Reppert amendment to Ilouse Joint Resolution 6, 
2 ~tion one (1). lin~ thir~~n (13), by striking the period (.) 
3 and quotation mark ('') and in6erting in lieu thereof the worde 
4 "and the general assembly :<>hall divide each county entitled to 
5 more than on!! (1) repr~~entative into districts and each of said 
6 districts within suth county shall have not more than one (1) 
7 representative.''. 

Orl'ered and withdrawn 
April 10, 1957. CAJt.SO:-: of Buchanan. 

HOUSE JOI~T RESOLUTIO!'< 6 

1 Amend the amendment to House Joint Rel!olution 6 by llowry 
2 and 'Wilson filed April 4, 1951, as follows: 
3 1. By striking section three (3) and sub:.tituting therefor 
4 the following: 
D ~<sectJon thtrty.six ( 36) and all amendments thereto of 
6 Article Three (Ill), Legislative Department, <An:.>titution or 
i Iowa, is hereby repealed." 
8 2. By striking seetion four (4) 
9 3. By striking section fh·e (5) 

Filed and adopted 
April 12, 1957. 

M<>WRY of ~1arshalL 
WILSON of Calhoun. 

HOUSF. .JOJ:\T RF.SOLUTJON G 

Amt!nd House .Joint Resolution 0, ~ection thl('(: (31, 
2 by Slnkmg from hnes rlve (5) and st:s: (G) the words 
3 and figures ''ninety·nine (9~) membe1s.'' and insetting 
·1 in ht!ll thereol the to1lowing ''a total number ot 
5 members e..tual to the total nun,bct of cou:--~t!es.·· 

Filed and adoptt-d 
April 12, 1957 BAU11 of Bla(.k Hawk 

2 
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HOL.SE JOI:'\T RF:SOLUTIO>; .; 

Am(;nd Hou~<:! Jomt Re:.:."bt1on 6 ::.f-!c":ion t\\O 12), 
lines fivt! (5), s:x (!)) anJ ._e,·en (':'). b\· stllidnv the 
\\ord and tig-urc-;\, ":-:1xtv (60) ., 1n e:<~ch of ~aid Im~" 
and lnsccting :n lH:ou the1eo! the word ::mri figt~ 1 e;-~ 
":Oeventy (70)'' ir. '-"U(":, of :.a;d lines 

l-'1kd and lo;;t 
April I~. 19:->-; 


