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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the consen·ation, protection, development. 

use, and regulation of the water resources of Iowa. 
WHEREAS, the use of water for municipal, industlial, 

agricultural, recreational and all other beneficial purposes 
is" matter of great public interest and affects the public 
welfare, health and safety: and 

WHEREAS. the sustained yield of water, services and products 
of kinds dependent upon water from related soils, watersheds, 
and ground water basin<; '"essential to the attainment and 
maintenance of a permanent, stable and fruitful economy in the 
state of Iowa; and · 

~..1/~~- ·~ 
v 

j /;0../~~ 
0 WHEREAS, the proper use and management of surface water 

facilities makes practicable the consen·ation of ground water 
and land in many areas; and 

\VHEREAS, the needs of the state of Iowa, m reference to 
the availability and use of water of good quality, are such 
that the public interest and welfare require that our limited 
water supphes be put to the highest beneficial usc in due 
regard to the needs of the land to assure proper de\·elopment, 
wi'c use, conservation and protection of water, as well as 
land, including the suRtained yield of water from soils, 
watersheds and ground water basins makmg up water problem 
ateas; and 

WHEREAS, the public interest, health and welfare will be 
sen·ed by enactment of a water code supplying needed definitions 
in the area of water rights, classifying certain uses of water 
as regulated uses to be regulated and controlled by means of a 
permit system to make possible the greatest utilization of the 
water resources of the state of Iowa for beneficial use but at 
the same time to protect the public interest in areas where 
competing uses are involved, and otherwise providing for the 
conservation, development, protection, use and regulation of 
the water resources of the state of Iowa: now therefore, 

• Be II Enacted by the General Assembly oj the State oj Iowa: 

1 Section 1 Section four hundred fifty-five A point one 

2 (455A.l), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking the words, "flood control" in line 
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4 twentv-four (24) of such section and mserting in hen thereof 

5 the worde. "the subJect matter of this chapter··. 

6 2. By adding to said section the following: 

7 "Surface water•· means the water occurring on the surface 

8 of the ground ; 

9 "Ground water" means that water occurring beneath the 

J 0 wrface of the ground; 

1 J "D1tfused waters" means water> arising by precipit«lion 

12 and snowmelt. and not yet a part of any water course or baain 

13 and shall include capillary soil water; 

14 "Depleting use" means the ~tor.:tge, di\·ers10n, conveyance. 

15 or use of any supply of water wh1ch m1ght impair rights of 

16 lower or surrounding user~. or might impair the natural 

17 resources of the swtc or might inJure the public welfare if 

18 not controlled. 

19 "Benef1cial use" means the application of water to a useful 

20 purpose that inures to the benefit .of the water user and subject 

21 to his dominion and control but does not inclu<le the waste or 

22 pollution of water; 

·'Nonregulated use .. means th~ use of water for ordinary 

2<1 household purposes, use of water for poultry, livestock and 

25 domestic animals. any beneficial use of surface flow from 

26 rivers bordering the state of Iowa, or use of ground water on 

27 islands or former islands situated in such rivers, existing 

28 beneficial uses of water within the terntorial boundaries of 

29 municipal corporattons on the effective date of this Act, and 

30 any other beneficial use of water by anr per,on of less than 

31 tll'e thousand (5000) gallons per day: 

32 "Regulated use" means any depleting use ('XCept a use 

• 

' 

• 
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33 specifically designated as a non regulated use: 

34 

35 

36 

"Permit" means the written authorization issued by the water 

commissioner or council to a permittee which shall be limited 

as to quantity, time. place, and rate of diversion, storage 

:l7 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

or withdrawal in accordance with the declared policies and 

principles of beneficial use set forth in this chapter; 

"Permittee" means the person who obtain> a permit from the 

council authorizing such person to take possession by diversion 

or otherwise and to use and apply an allotted quantity of water 

for a designated beneficial use, and who makes actual use of 

43 the water for such purpose; 

44 "Waste" means (a) permitting ground water or surface water 

45 to flow, taking it or using it in any manner so that it is not 

46 put to Its full beneficial use, (b) transporting ground water 

47 from its source to its place of use in such a manner that there 

48 is an excessive loss in transit, (c) permittmg or causing the 

49 pollution of a fresh-water strata through any «Ct which will 

50 cause salt water, highly mineralized wat~r. or otherwise 

51 con tam mated water to enter it; 

52 "Watercourse" mean:> any lake, river, creek, ditch or other 

53 body of fresh water or channel ha\·ing definite banks and bed 

54 with visible evidence of the !low or occtn renee of water, 

55 except such lakes or ponds without outlet to which only one 

56 landowner is riparian; 

57 "Basin" means a specific subsurface water-liearing reservoir 

58 having rea>onably asce;·tainable boundaries; 

59 "Established average minimum flow" means when reasonably 

60 required for the purpose of this Act, the council shall determine 

M and establish the average minimum tlow for a given watercourse 
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62 at a given point thereon. The "average minimum flow" for a 

6:3 given watercourse as used in this Act shall be determined by 

64 the follownig factors: (a) Average of minimum daily flows 

65 occurring during the preceding years chosen by the counc1l as 

66 more nearly representative of changing- conditions and needs of • 67 a given drainage area at a particular time; (b) minimum daily 

68 flows shown b0• experience to be the l1mit at which further 

69 withdrawals would be harmful to the public interest in any 

70 particular drainag-e area; and (c) those minimum daily flows 

71 shown by establiohed diRcharge records and experiences to be 

72 definitely harmful to the public interest. Such determination 

i3 ghall be based upon "'"'!able tlow data, supplemented, when 

74 a\·allablc data are incomplete. by whatever evidence is 

75 available." 

1 Sec. 2. Section four hundred fifty-liw A point two • 

2 (455A.2), Code 195·1, ''amended as follows; 

3 1. By inserting ,lfter the word, ·'the" in hne four ( 1) of 

4 wch 'ection the words, "orderly development, wis~ us~. 

5 protection and " 

6 2. Bv inserting after th~ word, "ag~ncy" in line eleven 

7 (11) of such section the followmg ",the Iowa natural 

8 resources council,". 

9 3. By striking- all of such section after the word, 

10 "statewide" in line thirteen (1:3) of such section and inserting 

11 in lieu thereof the following· "program for the control, . • 12 utilization. and protection of the surface and ground-water 

13 resources of the state. It is hereby declared that the general 

14 welfare of the people of the state of Iowa requires that the 

Iii water resources of the state be put to beneficial usc to the 
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16 fullest extent of which they are capable, and that the waste 

17 or unreasonable use, or unreasonable method;; of use, of water 

18 be prevented, and that the conservat:on of such water be 

19 exerctsed with the \'iew to the reasonable and beneficial use • 20 thereof in the interest of the people, and that the public 

21 and private funds for the promotion and expan•ion of the 

22 beneficial use of water resources shall be invested to the end 

23 that the best mterests and welfare of the people is served. 

24 '\
1ater occurring in any basin or in any watercourse, or 

25 other natural body of water of the state, is hereby declared 

26 to be public waters and public wealth of the people of the 

27 state of Iowa and subject to usc in accordance with the 

28 provisions of this Act, and the control and development and use 

29 of water for all beneficial purpose, shall be in the state, 

30 which, in the exercise of its police powers, shall take such 

31 measures as shall effectuate full utilization and protection 

:32 of the water resources of the state of Iowa.'' 

1 Sec. ~ Section four hundred fifty-five A point four 

2 (455A.4), Code 1934, is hereby amended as follows: 

3 l. By striking the word, "seven'' in line two (2) of such 

·1 section and inserting tn lieu thereof the word, "nine (9) ". 

5 2. By striking the word. ''and" in line six (6) after the 

6 word, "office". 

i 3. By striking all of such section after the \vord. "years." 

• 8 in line ele\'en (11) of such section and inserting in lieu 

9 thereof the following: 

10 "The terms of three (3) member~ of the council shall expire 

11 on .July 1 of each odd-numbered year. Within sixty (60) days 

12 following the organization of each biennial regular ;ess10n of 
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13 the general assembly, appointments ;;hall be made of gucce"ors 

14 to members of the council" hose term' of off<ce shRII expire 

15 on the first (l[ ,July next then:after lind of members to till the 

J 6 unexpired portion of ""cant terms." 

1 See. 4 Each incumbent member of the low3 natural res<)urces 

2 <-ouncil >erving at the time of the enactment of this Act shall 

3 conlinue in office until th~ exp~ration of the term of otlice 

4 to 11·hich he was appointed Short-term iippoJntment~ of such 

5 additional members for peri()ds of less than -six (6) years a~ 

0 Is nect:-:.?.ary to proYide for tlw tran:-:.ition from :;e\·en (i) 

7 members to nine (9J members. three (:·n c)f \Vho::;e tel~ms expire 

8 on .July 1, ot each odd numbered ,·ear, shall be m•<cle within 

9 thirty (30) days after the dTectiv<• date <lf thl' Act I"· the 

10 g-overn"r with the consent of two-thirrls (2 ,l of the senate 

11 in <.:xecutive c;e;:;:sion, if the ~ener;J a~~<·mbiy is then in 

12 'ession 

1 Srr. 5. Section fi..~ut hun(1red f1ftv-tive A point ~t\·en 

2 (455.-\ 7), Code 19~-1. IS hereby amended \,y otrikinv, the· word, 

:{ ''one .. in line :ieV€n (7) of such :-.:t:cti('n and in:;erting- in !it>u 

4 thereof the w0rd. "I we, (2)" 

1 S~c. 6 Section lotH hundred tifty-tivc A pvlllt nine 

2 (j.)5A 9), Code 1954, is h~rel>J amenMd l,y inserting at the 

3 beginning of such section th~~ numeral "1", and in~f!rtinS! 

4 at the end of 'uch &ection the following·. 

"2. The council shall choose a water commiSsioner who 

6 ,hall not be a member of the council and :<hall1ix the 

7 cornpcn~ation of such commi•sioner, wh1ch shall be payable out 

8 of the funds appropriated to the council 1 he water 

9 commissioner shall be qualified by tt·aining and experience. 

• 

• 



• 

• 

-7-

10 The term of office of the water commiggioner shall be during 

11 the pleasure of the counciL The water commissioner shall 

12 serve in a quasi-judicial capacity as the trier of fact 

13 question~ in the processing of all applications for 

14 appropriation perm1ts. He shall conduct hearings on any 

15 applications for permits a' prov1ded by law and the rules and 

J6 regulations of the council, and he shall perform such other 

17 duties as the council may prescribe. 

18 3. The council may choose one or more deputv water 

19 commissioners who shall not be members of the council. The 

H. F. 553 

20 council shall fix the compensat1on of such deputy commissioners, 

21 which shall be payable out of the funds appropriated to the 

22 council. The deputy commissioners shall be qualified by 

23 training and experience. The term of office of the deputy 

24 commissioners shall be during the pleasure of the council. A 

25 deputy commissioner shall have all of the duties, 

26 re<ponsibilities, dnd powers of the wal~r commbsioner when 

27 acting in his ;;tead The deputy commissioners shall be assigned 

28 hearing~ on applications for permit~ by the wat~r commiAgioner." 

1 Sec. 7. Section four hundred fifty-fiYe A point ~eventeen 

2 (455A.J7), Code 195.1, is ]]ereby amended by adding thereto the 

:l following new sentence: ''The council shall admini8ter said 

1 programs." 

1 Sec. 8. Section four hundred fifty-five A point eighteen 

2 (<155A.18), Code 1954, is hereby amended by inserting after the 

3 word, "protection" in line thirty-eight (:{8) of such section 

4 the word, •·utili%ation;· and by striking all of such section 

5 after the word, •·stale." in line thirty-nine (:39) of such 

6 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following. 
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7 "upon application by any person for permission to divert, 

8 pump, or otherwise take waters from any watercourse, underground 

9 basin or watercourse. drainage ditch or settling basin within 

10 the state of Iowa for any purpose other than a nonregulated use, 

11 the council shall cause to be made an investigation of the 

12 effect of such u:~e upon the natural tlow of such watercourse 

13 and also the effect of any such use upon the owners of any 

14 land which might be affected by such use and shall hold a 

15 hearing thereon." 

1 Sec 9. The procedure for securing a permit to divert. 

2 store or withdraw waters shall be as follows: 

3 1. The application for a permit shall be made in writing to 

4 the council and shall set forth the designated beneficial use 

5 for which the permit is sought, the specific limits as to 

6 quantity, time. place, and rate of divet-,;ion. storage or 

7 withdrawal of waters 

8 2. Upon receipt of an application for a permit. the water 

9 commissioner shall set a time and place fm· hearing. The 

10 hearing shall be in the county where the permit is sought. but 

11 may be held at any other place in the state unless objection is 

12 raised by the applicant. The hearing shall be to the water 

•1:~ commissioner. 

14 3. The water commissioner •hall cause notice of the hearing 

15 to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

16 county in which the permit is sought. Said notice shall be 

17 published once each week for two consecutive weeks. with the 

18 date of last publication not less than ten (10) nor more than 

19 thirty (30) days prior to the date of hearing and said notice 

20 shall be on a form provided by the council which shall specify 

• 

• 
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21 the date, time and place of hearing and shall include a concise 

22 statement of the designated beneficial purposes for which 

23 diversion is sought, the specific limits as to quality, time, 

24 place, and rate of diversion, storage or withdrawal of waters, 

25 the name of the applicant and the description of the land upon 

26 which waters are to be diYerted, stored or withdrawn. In 

27 addition to the foregoing, the water commissioner shall cause 

28 a copy of the notice to be sent to the director of· the 

29 conservation commission, commissioner of public health, the 

30 ;;ecretary of the soil conservation committee, secretary of 

31 agriculture, director of the Iowa geological survey, the 

32 director of the Iowa development commission, and to any other 

33 person who has filed a written request for a notification of 

34 any hearings affecting a designated area, by ordinary mail, 

35 prior t~ the date of last publication. 

36 4. Any interested person may appear and present evidence 

37 at the hearing, and may be represented by counsel, who shall 

38 have the right to question others who present evidence. 

39 5. The applicant for a permit shall pay a fee to the 

40 council in the amount of ten (10.00) dollars at the time of 

41 filing his application which fee shall include the cost of 

42 publishing notice and which publication shall then be paid for 

43 by the council. 

44 6. The council shall prescribe the rules of procedure for 

45 the conduct of the hearings. 

46 7. The determination of the water commissioner on any 

47 application before him shall be in writing, filed with the 

48 council and shall set forth his findings. A copy of the 

49 determination shall be rr.ailed to the applicant and to any 
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1& Impair the ,·e8ted ri)!hl of any per8on. Prior orders of the 

17 council ;<call not be im·alidatcd by the provisions of this Act. 

l Sec. 12. The water commissioner and the council shall have 

2 the authority to issue a permit for beneficial u~e of water in 

(! a WaterCOUrSe provided the eSWiblished il.Yerage minimum flow iS 

1 pre:::crvecl. 

1 Set. 1:1 l\o use of water shall be authorized that will 

2 impair the effect of pollution control la"s of this st<>te 

1 Sec. 14. l\o permit shall be is~ued or eontainerl that will 

2 impair the navigability of an\" navrgable wJ.tercour::;e. 

1 Sec. 15. For the purpo'\c of admini>"tering this Act. a 

permit ~s herem pr.wided shall be required for the [,\]lowing: 

3 I. Anr municipal corporation or person (,;,uvplying- a municipal 

4 corporation which increa::>es itg \\'<ltcr u~e in exce~s of one 

hundred thousand (100.000) gallons per day more than its hi)!hest 

per day ben~licial usc prior l.o the effective date of thi, 

7 Att 

2. Except for a nouregulc1ted u~e. an\· pers.on u~ing in 

<) cxce;<s of fi,·e thousand (5000) gallon<; of water per d"·'·· 

10 din·rted. s!on.::d. or wxtbrlrawn fr()m all\' ::-ource o( supply excep~ 

11 " municip,d \Vater sy'3tem or an.-• other source spfcitically 

12 t>xcmptf'd under the pro-..is!un~ of thi:=- At.!. 

1 .. . , ~ Any per.:.:.nn who dtYert.:; water 0r dDY material from 1he 

11 slirldce Oirccth· ittto anv undetj:.!nHinrl Wdterc:our-;e m· l;asin. 

St•t 16 "I't> per::.on :'hall take w:tlcr from anr nnlural 

utb.n th~,r. fl nonrt>!!ulated u-:;e f'~c:ept up0n complianct> with the 

5 pl'O\'iAien::. of this Arr., pi:'O\ 1ded tl1at existmg uses may be 
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6 continued during the period of the pendency of an application 

7 for a permit. 

1 Sec. 17. ).iothing in this Act shall operate to deprive any 

2 person of the right to use diffu~ed waters, or to drain land by 

3 usc of tile, open ditch or surface dr~.dnage. or to construct an 

4 impoundment on said person's property or across a stream that 

5 originates on said person's property so long as provision is 

6 made for safe construction and for continued established average 

7 minimum flow, if and when such flow is required to protect the 

" 8 rights of \\'ater users below. 

1 Sec. JS. Ever)· permit issued hereunder shall be irrevocable 

2 for the tet·m therefor, and for any extension of such term except 

3 as follows: 

4 1. A permit may be modified or cancelled by the water 

5 commissioner, with the consent of the permtttee, upon buch 

6 conditions as the water commissioner deems necessary for 

7 protectiOn of the public mterests. 

8 
< 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2. Subject to appeal in the manner pro\'ided by section n:ae 

(9), subsection eig-ht (8), of this Act. a permit may be 

modified or cancelled by t.he water commissioner in ca;;e of any 

bre<>Ch of the terms or conditions thereof or in case of any 

violation of the law pertaining thereto by the permittee, his 

agents or sen· ants. in Cdse of non-use as provided hereinafter, 

or in case the water commissioner finds such modification or 

cancell<~tion necessary to protect the public health or safety 

• or to protect the public interests in lands or wdters, or to 

prevent substantial injury to persons or property in any manner, 

upon at least thirty (30) days written notice mailed to the 

permittee at his last known address, stating the grounds of 
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5 and orders of the council from which appeal is taken are 

6 reasonable and necessary shall be uJ)Qn the council." 

1 Sec. 24. Section four hundred fifty-live A point twenty-the 

2 (455A.25), Code 1954. is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 25. Cnauthorized depleting uges. In the event that • 2 any person shall file a complaint with the council that any 

3 other person is making a depleting use of water not expressly 

4 exempted as a nonregulated use under the provisions of this 

5 chapter and without ,, permit to do so, the council shal! cause 

6 an investigation to be made and if the facts stated in the 

7 complaint are verified the council shall order the diScontinuance 

8 of the use. 

1 Sec. 26. Section four hundred tifty-fi,·e A point twenty-six 

2 (455A.26), Code 1954, is hereby amended by inserting after the 

3 word, "chapter," in line three· (3) of such section the words, 

4 "or whoever diverts or withdraws water in violation of the 

5 provision~ of this chapter, upon conviction,". 

1 Sec. 27. Section four hundred fifty-five A point 

~ twenty-three (455A.2:3), Code 1954, 1s hereby amended by 

3 inserting in line eighteen (18) after the word, "de llPVO" the 

4 following: "All pertinent scientif1c information. in the 

5 custody of the council, shall be made a,·ailable to any party 

6 htig,mt pursuant to a subpoena duces tecum." 

1 Sec. 28. Saving clause. If any provision of this chapter 

2 or the application of such provision to any person or • 3 circum:;tance Rhall be held invalid, the remainder of this Act or 

4 the application of such provision to persons or circumstances 

5 other than those to which it is held invalid, shall not be 

6 affected thereby. 



• 

• 

-17- H F. 553 

1 Sec. 29. This Act being deemed of immediate importance 

2 shall be in full force and effect upon its publication in the 

3 ............ , a newspaper published at 

4 ... , Iowa, and in the 

5 ·········•·· ...... , a newspaper published at 

6 ........... ,Iowa. 

EXPLAXATlON OF HOl.SE FILE 5.13 

The Cowa Study Committee on Water Rig-hts and Dra;1nage Laws, created by the 
56th General A')i,:embly, &~ a rel:IJ.lt of its !study drafted and has submitted this bill to 
the General Assembly. Dunng iw ;5t:.1dy, the committee fuund that the use and demand 
for water for muni(:lpal, irngation, llgricultural, mdu1;trial and other purpoc;e:?: is 
rapidlv increasing at an accelet nting rate. Competing uses between different interests 
for the samE' water !'upply are cropping uu with increasing frequency. Irrigation is 
increas1ng in !own. The expenences of other state~ wher~ irrig-ation 1s ,.,iUesprea.d 
indlc:t~.!' wise ;;teps must be taken in the <>arly StaJ;"eS of 1rrigation to prot6Ct both 
public and privat~ intere!'ts 

The present water law in Iou.!l is both indefinite 11r:d inlldequate. Wo h:Lve few 
:;tlltutes r~~tUlating- the uf.e of water. The riJrht::. of mdi\"iduals and governmental 
a~ncie£ to ui'~ wa'U!r for :::ohle purpos.es are subj~ct to question. Th~ deci.<:lons of our 
courts do not lay down sufficient guide posts fOr a vdse wa~r policy. Th1s bill ijCts up a 
permanent system administered by the natural re$ourceos (>(IUncrl whereby persons 
de:Hring to divert -..vater from any surface or underground MUrce o! water must fir~t 
secure a p~rmit fr.om the natural resources counol. Thl~ req\ur~ment of a permit do~" 
not, hClwever, applv to persons diverting water for ordinary household purpose~, the 
use of poultry or domestic animal~. or any other beneficial u<:~e of water in amo;.mt~ 
less th~w 5,000 ~~llon~ per day on water taktm from rivers borderinl{ the dtate. :Ju. 
nu.:ipal corporations are also exempt unless such corporation increases the capacity of 
its water supply in an amou11t exceeding 100,000 gallons per day more ths.n its highest 
ver da~- usc prior to the eff~tive date of thi!) act 

Priority in ~he issuancf! of permits ~hall be gi .. ·_en '" the order applk&tions 1'or per
mits ure receive<i. P~rsons who have di\"e!'ted water pr:or t(J this act also are entltl~d 
to priority for a perm1t to continue their u!".e of water. Permits may not be g-ranted 
for more than 10 year-s und are transferable. # 

The bill provic!~s for public hearings on applications for _permits. All parties inter
ested in the permit or protestmg ag:J.inst it~ issu::lnce hav~ the nght to appear. pr~s~nt 
evidence, be represented by counsel; and if aggneved by the deci~ion, to appe&.l 
Pr«Y\'isions arc made for the appeal of deci!!wr.s to the natural :rcsout"ccs council or its 
hearing omccros to the cour~. 

The div~rsion of water u\ violation of the provisions of the act is made & crlminal 
offense. punishable by a. fine not ~xceedmg $100 or imprisonment of not more than 
~0 days. 

HO {;SE FILE 55.3 

1 Amend House File 553. by striking section twenty·nine (29) 
2 and insertin~:t ill lieu thereof the folloV.:ing: . . 
3 "Sec. 29. ·This act bein~; deemed of 1mn1edw.te _nnport~nc~ 

4 shall be in full force and effect immediately upon 1~s pubhcstJon 
5 m the Davis County Republican, a newspaper published_ in Bl~omS.~ld, 
6 Iowa, and th~ Britt S'ews~Tribune, a newspaper pubhshed 1n Bntt, 

'7 Iowa. 
'/~..l S' 

Filod C<~r..-· <f- --< I 
)!arch 27,19o7. t .. f!.. / 

HOUSE FIL.E 553 

GooDi: of Davis. 
R1~M of Hancock. 

1 
2 

Amend House File 553 by striking al1 of section twenty-three 
(2S) and renumberin~t the reme.ining scetion:-:.. 

F1lod and adopted 
Apnl 5, 1967. 

HOUS.E FILE 65S 

Amend House File 553 as follows: 

'MAUL£ of Monona. 

l 
2 

--, 3 
4 

1. Amend section fifteen (15), su.bs~tion one (1), by 
inserting in line five ( 5) after the word ~'gallons" the word& 
H, or three per rent (3'"-(-), whichever is the greater,''. 

Filed and ndopW 
April 5, 1957 

ANDREWS of Polk. 
BALCH of Black Hawk. 



liOUSE FILE 55S 

1 Amend !louse File 553 by strikins the period (.) in 
2 line 7 of See. 15 and inserting in lieu thereof the !ollowinr: 
3 "', provided that such corporation or person shall make 
4 reasonable Pro\•ision f\>r the storage of water at such time or 
5 times when the daily usa of such water by such oot""POration or 
6 person is less than the amount specified herein." 

Filed 
April 10, 1957. By NOLAN. 

HOUSE FILE 553 t,, _ ,yfY' 
1 Amend Houae·File 55S as folloWs: ~A Ollr'_v,,...:V 
2. 1. By inserting in Hue 67 of Section 1 after the JY" ' -...r 
3 word "aubsurlac!'', the word "li<tllh". h..(.~ <J-' 1 ~ fJ..V'-~I 0 
4 . 2 .. By striking lines 17 and 18 of See. 10 and inserting 
5 ~n h~u thereo~ the. followi~: ~'without hearing if no objection + 13 ratsed. but if wntten ObJection is filed by any aggrieved 

person shown to have an interest, a hearing shall be held 
8 thereon. Any". 

Filed 
April 15, 1957. 

By NoL.\N. 

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 1. Amend House File 6£>3, section 1, lines 
2 28 and 29 as follows: 
3 By striking from line 28 and 
4 29 the wor-ds, "within the tE.!rritorial boundar1es of 
0 municipal corporations''. 

Filed 
April 16, 1957. 

------
HOUSE FILE 553 

By LYNES 

1 1. Amend House F1le 653 by striking !rom section 
2 11, linn 9, 10, and 11 the fo\1owing J 
S words; ;J 
4 "The use of water f01 ot-dinary hou1;ehold purposes, for u 
G poultry, livestock and domestie animals shall have priority ~/ 
6 over other usos." and 3ubstituting in lieu thereof the follow. ~ lf 
7 ing words: 1 
8 "The us~ of water for ordmary household purposes, for ~ N 1 
9 poultty, livestock, domestic animals and irrigation shall have y y 

10 priority over all other uses". ~ '1/' 

Filed 
April 15, 1957. By LYN£5, 

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 1. Amend House File 563 by adding as a ~pa.rate paragraph 
2 to section 1 the following; 
3 ''Impounded water means that water captured and stored on 
4 the land by anyone taki:tg it pursuant t<l the provisions <lf this 
5 chapter, and the party impounding the water shall become the 
6 absolute owner thereof nnd said impounded water shall not be 
7 subject to th.e provisi.on6 of this chapter." 

Filed 
April 15, 1~57. By LYN<S. 

--- ··-·-------:-=-:-------
!lOUSE FILE 653 

1 l. ~rncnd House File 553, section 17 by placing 
2 a perto? .(.) after the word "construction'' in line 6 thereof ~A' ;I 
3 and str1k1ng the balance of said section 17. . .. :.,;{ - "Y 

~ v~ ~ 
Apr1J 16, 19o7. V B L 

Y YNES. 

• 

• 



HOUSE FILE 5oS 

1 1. Amend House File 553, section 18, paragraph 
2 1 by striking from line 5 the comma ( ,) following 
3 the word 11permittee" and substituting in lieu thereof a period 
' (.), and striking the balance of the sentence. 

Filed 
Apr!! 16, 1967. By L 

HOUSE FILE 563 

1 1. Amend House File 553, section 18 by striking 
2 all of paragraph 2 and renumbetlng th'C subsequent paragraphs 
3 in section 18. 

Flied 
April 15, 1957. By Ln;~s. 

HOUSE FILE S58 ' --

1 1. ·Amend House ·File 558, sectiOn 11, line 
2 16 by striking the period (.) after 'the word ''person", 
3 and by adding thereto the follov.;ng: 
4 "or require any person to obtain a pttmit for the use 
5 o! water in which they have a Yested right.'', ond by adding 
6 to said section following line seventeen (17) tl1e following: 
7 "Vested rights as used herelll means the right of a land
S owner to capture and impound the diffu.sed surface water, the 
9 right of a landowner to the use o! percolating water so long 

10 as he puts it to a beneficial use, the right to the use of. 
11 surface stream flow and subttrranean stream ~ow so long as the 
12 user does not impair the vested rights therein of downstream 
13 users, and the right of any person to pull wa~r from streams 
14 at high water time and impound the water." 

Filed 
By LYNES and D~·-April 15, 1967. 

l 
2 
a 

HOUSE FILE 56S 

Amend House File 553 as follo'\'S: 
1. By striking in line 53 of Section 1 the word J?vR{7.;"'J <j-""1( 

''fresh". 
4 2. By adding to Sec. 15, •ubparagraph 8 thereof, 
5 the follo"'1ng: "Provided, howe\"er, that any dh·ersion of 
6 water or ma.tet'ial from the sur!au directly into any 

underg-round waurcourse or basin existing upon the effective 
8 date of this Act shall not require a permit if said 
7 

9 diversion does not creat-e waste or pollution." 

Filed 
AprH 18, 1957. __ );l_y NOLA."!,_ 

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 Amend House File 558, Section 1, line 29, by i~rting 
2 after the comma (,) the following: 4'except that industrial 
a users of water, having their own water supply, within the 
4 territorial boundarie3 of municipal corporations, shall be 
6 regulated when its water use excee<ls 3 per cent of its 
6 highest per day beneficial use prior to the effective date 
7 of this Act," 

Filed and adopted 
April 18, 1957. 

HOUSE FILE 553 

By NOLA.N. 

1 Amend House File 568, section 15, by adding the following as 
2 a new subsection· 
3 "4. Industrial u3ers of water having their own water supply, 
4 within the tenitorial boundaries of municipal corporations, shall 
5 be regulated when its water use exceeds three percent (So/c) of its 
6 highest per day beneficial use prior to the effective date of 
7 thi3 Act." 

Filed 
Apr1l 18, 1957 By LYN}lS. 



J 
~ 

-------·--

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 1. Amend House F1le 55S, s~tion 19, line 4, by iru!erting after 
2 the word 

4
'permit" the following; "and the permittee has been 

S notified by the water commission that unless wTitten application 
4 as ~et forth as follows, that the permtt will cease". 
5 2. Further amend House File 553, section 21, line 2, by 
6 striking the following ''or the state conservation commission.". 

Filed 
April 18, 1957. 

By LYNDS. 

HOUSE FILE 663 

1 Amend House FilE" 553 by adding at the end of subsection 1 
2 of See. 15 the followmg: "Such corporation or person shall 
3 make l'"easonable pro¥ision for the storage of water at such 
4 t1me or times when the dntly use of water by such 
5 corporation ot- person is less than the amount specified 
6 herein." 

Filed 
Aprll 18, 1957. 

By NOLAN. 

HOUSE FILE 553 

1. Amend House File 553 by striking everything following 
2 the enacting clause and substituting in lieu thereof the 
3 following: 
4 "Section 1 A special study of wau,r rights in Iowa is 
5 hereby created. The study shall ~ conducted by the Iowa 
6 ~atural Resources Council, which council may employ additional 
1 personnel necessary to the proper preparation of the study. 
8 The council may take testimony and may call upon and receive 
9 from other departments of the state government, such information 

10 and ru.sistance as they may determine necessary. 
11 Sec. 2. The Iowa Natural Resources Council shall enter 
12 into its duties as soon as this resolution is adopted. It shall 
13 make a report including legislative recommendations to the 
14 governor, on or before September 1, 1968. The go\·ernor .shall 
15 cause copies of the report to be printed, and shall mail copies 
16 to the members of the Fifty·seventh General Assembly on or before 
1 i October I, 1958, and to newly elected members of the Fifty-eighth 
18 General Assembly, on or before December 1, 19&8. 
19 Sec. 3. Appropriations. There 11:1 hereby appropriated the 
20 sum of thirty-five hundred dollars ($3600.00) to the Iowa Natura] .V 

Resources fi 
21 Council to be spent under its direction to can·y out the provisions Jv~ 
22 of this resolution." ""rt'\t /! C6 
~ ~ ~ 
April 15, 1957. By LYNES • 

1 

. ----- ·----==-====-=::-:--HOUSE FILE 653 

Amend House File 55S, Section 1, line 29, b~ 

rl 2 
3 

striking the following after the comma: "except that 
industrial users of ''-·ater, having their ov,-n water supply, 
Wlthin the te-rritorial boundaries of municipal cO\"p<)rations, 
shall be regulated when iU ·water use exceeds 3 per cent 

"\ 

-i 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
1~ 

of its highest per day beneficial u.se prior to the effective 
date of this Act,'f and insert in lieu thereof the follo<tving: 
''except that industrial users of water, having their own 
water supply, within the territorial boundaries of municipal 
corporations, shall be regulated when its water use exeeeds 
3 per cent more than its highest per day beneficial use 
prior to the effective date of this Act," 

2. Further amend Honse File 653 by striking the 
following in line 49 o! SKtion 1: ufresh-". 

Filed 
April 19, 1957. By NoLAN. 



HOUSE FILE 063 

1 A.J:nend House File 558, section 21, line 1, by inserting the 
2 word "or" after the second comma. 

Filed and adopted 
April 22, 1957. --· ----· --

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 Amend section U, House File 558 by inserting 
2 in line 11 o.fter ••uses/' the following: 
3 "Any person with an existing irrigatio_n system in use prior 
4 to the effeaive date o! this Act shall be l.SUed a permit to 
5 continue, unless by the ust thereof some other riparian user is 

6 damaged". 

Flied and adOpted 
April 22, 1957. 

By_LYN~ 
-------

HOUSE FILE 558. 

l Amend tbe Lynes amendment filed April 18 to section 15 of 
2 House File 553 by striking all of line 5 and inserting in lieu 
3 thereof the following: "be regulated when such water use exceeda 
4 three percent (3o/o) of the". 

Filed and adopted 
April 22, 1957. 

H-OUSE FILE 553 

By LYNIIS. 

1 2. Amend the Lynes amendment to House File 653, filed April 16, 
2 at the end of section 1. by inserting after the word «Impounded" 
S in lin& S the words uor stored". Further amend thia amendment 
4 by placing a period after the word "thereof" in line 6 and strike 
5 the remainder of the amendment. 

Filed and adopted 
April 22, 1957. 

--------
HOUSE FILE 558 

By LYNilS. 

1 1. Amend }louse File 558 by inserting after the v.-ord 
2 "water" in line 49 of section 1 the word ~'bearing". 
3 2. Further amend House File 553 by striki.ng all of 
4 section 26 and renumbering the rema.inin~ sections. 

Filed and adopted 
April 22, 1957. 

HOUSE FILE 553 

1 1. Amend Hou3e File 553, section 1, line 29, by inserting after 
2 the comma. (,) the following: ••except that induatrlal users of water, 
S having their own water supply, \vithin the territorial boundaries ot 
4 municipal eorporatioll8, shall be regulated when such water use 
5 exceeds three (S) percent more than the highest per day bene6cial 
6 use prior to the effectiv-e date of this Act,". 
7 2. Further amend House File 553 by striking the following in 
8 section 1, line 49: "fresh-". 

Filed and adopted 
April 22, 1957. 

' 

HOUSE FILE 55S 

By NOLAN. 

I Amend the Lynes amendment filed April IS to seaion 15 o! 
2 House File 553 by striking all of line 5 and inserting in lieu thereof 
3 the following: 4'be regulated when sueh water use exceeds three 
4 percent (3%) more than the". 

Filed and adopted 
April 28, 1957 




