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:\larch 12, 19!> 7 House File 478 
By PETRCCCELLI, STEVE:-l'S, .JOHAN~ES, 

WILSON, :IIAGGERT and BARRI~GER. 

Passed House, Date .................... ·-··· Passed Senate, Date ........................ . 

Vote: Ayes ............. Nays ............. . Vote: Ayes ..... . Nays ............. . 

Appro,·ed ....................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 

1954, relating to motor vehicles, to le\'Y and provide for 
the collection of an axle-m!le tax on certain motor 
vehicles and to provide for the disbursement of said 
proceeds. 

Be It Enacted by the Gene1·al Assembly of the State oj Iowo.: 

1 Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 1954, is 

2 hereby amended by adding the following: 

1 Section 1. There is hereby created a tax for the 

2 privilege of using the streets or highways of this state to be 

3 known as the "axle-mile equalization tax". Such tax shall not 

4 be subJeCt to the provisions of section three hundred twenty. 

5 one point fifty-three (321.53) and section three hundred twenty

ll one point fifty-six (321.56), and shall be in addition to all 

7 other taxes now required to be paid except as hereinafter 

8 provided. 

1 Sec. 2 The owner of a motor truck with three or more 

2 axles, and the owner of a truck tractor or road tractor drawing 

3 or designed to draw a semitrailer or trailer, shall, before 

4 using or permitting such vehicle or vehicles to be used upon 

5 any street or highway in this state, make application to the 

6 department for an axle-mile equalization tax permit. Such 

7 application, and such permit when issued, shall set forth the 

8 number of axles and the gross weight of each motor vehicle and 

9 such other information as may be reasonably required by the 
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10 department, which shall lJe subJect to audit and approval b,· 

11 the department. The application shall be signed by the owner 

12 or by his authorized representative. The application shall 

13 be accompanied by & fee of five dollars. 

1 Sec. 3 Upon is.•uance of a permit, the department shall 

2 at the same time issue to the holder of the permit an 

3 identification tag in a form prescribed by the department. 

4 The permit and the tag shall bear the same number and shall 

5 not be transferable. At all times "hile the truck or tractor 

6 is 1n this state, the permit shall be carried in the driver's 

7 cab and the tag shall be so placed as to be plainly visible 

8 outside the cab. In case of the loss of a permit or 

9 identification plate, the department shall issue a duplicate 

10 thereof upon payment of a fee of one dollar. 

1 Sec. 4. The tax herein provided shall be in the following 

2 amounts: (1) one-half cent (i,'2c) for each mile of operation on 

3 the streets or highways of this ;;tate for any motor truck for 

4 which has been issued an axle-m,Je equalization permit for its 

5 operation with three or more axles; (2) one cent (!c) for any 

6 truck tractor or road tractor for which has been issued an 

7 axle-mile equalization permit for its operation as part of a 

8 combination with a maximum of three axles; (3) one and one-half 

9 cents (l%c) for each mile of operation on the streets or highways 

10 of this state for any truck tractor or road tractor for which 

11 has been issued an axle-mile equalization penn it for its 

12 operation as part of a combination with a maximum of four 

13 axles, ( 4) two cents (2c) for each mile of operation on the 

11 streets or highways of this state for any truck tractor or 

15 road tractor for which has been issued an axle-mile equali7..ation 
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16 permit for it;; operation as part of a combination with a 

17 maximum of fiye axles; (5) two and one-half cents (2!.·.,c) for 

IS each mile of operation on the streets or highways of this 

19 state for any true!< tractor or road tractor for which haR 

20 been issued an axle-mile equalization permit for its operation 

21 as part of a combination with a maximum of six axles, or upon 

22 any vehicle authorized to operate upon th~ public streets or 

23 highways of this state by section three hundred twenty-one 

24 point four hundred sixty-seven (321.467) of the Code. 

1 Sec. 5. Except as herein prodded, each holder of a permit 

2 shall make a report tu the department not later than the fifteenth 

3 (15th) day of each month, upon a form proYided by the department, 

4 containin(( the following information: number of permit, 

5 deacdption of vehicle or combination of tractor and semitrailer 

6 or trdiler including the number of axle~ authorized by its 

7 permit, and miles traveled on the streets or highwa~'S of this 

8 state during the preceding month and for the year. and such 

9 other information as the department may reafionably require. 

10 Such report shall be signed by the permit holder. Such report 

11 shall be accompanied by a remittance to the depal'tment of the 

12 amount of tax due under this Act. if any tax is due. 

1 Sec. 6 The holder of a permit who fails to file a report 

2 and pay any amount of axle-m1le equalization tax when due, shall 

3 pay a penalty of ten dollars (:!>10.00). If any report is not 

4 filed 'withm thirty (30) days after it 1s due or if the penaliy 

5 and axlc-mlie equalization tax due is not paid within such 

6 peri•)d of thirty (30) days, the departmeM shall re1·oke the 

7 permit. After a permit ha5 been revoked, neither a new 

8 permit nor a trip permit for the same motor truck or t rae tor 
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9 ~hall be issued unless the applicant shall pay ~~~ application 

10 fee of twenty-five dollars (:$25 00) and all penalties and axle-

11 mile equalization t.<x due with respect to oJuth motor truck or 

12 tr«cwr. The penaltiee and <~pplication fee herein provided 

13 shall be in addition to any crimin&l penalties 

1 Sec. 7. It shall be a misdemeanor punish<~hle as provided 

2 in section three hundred twenty-one point four hundred eighty-

3 two (321.482) to operate any vehicle •ubject to this Act on 

4 any street or highway unlegg an application for a permit for 

5 such vehicle has been filed or a valid and unrevoked permit 

6 has been issued. Any vehicle operated in ,·iolation of this 

7 section may be seized by an:· peace officer and held until 

8 application for a permit is filed. 

1 Sec. 8. It shall be a felony punishable as provided in 

2 section three hundred twenty-one point four hundred eighty-

3 three (321.48:~) to make any false statement in any application 

4 or report required by this Act. 

1 Sec. 9 The department shall ha\'e power to examine the 

2 books and records of any person operating any motor truck or 

3 combination of vehicles with three or more axles on the streets 

4 or highways of this state for the purpose of determining 

5 whether such person is complying with this Act. The department 

6 may require such person to furnish to it ~uch information l\S it 

7 may determine may be relevant to such question. 

l Sec. 10. Nonresident motor vehicles with three or more 

2 axles whose use of the streets and highway, of th1s state is 

3 restricted to less than five miles from the borderline of the 

4 state of Iowa, or less than five miles from the city limits 

5 of any eity or town contiguous to the borderline of the state 
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6 of Iowa, shall obtain a permit as provided in section two (2) 

7 of th1s Act and shall file such monthly reports as required in 

8 section five (5) of this Act, but shall be exempted from the 

9 requirement of payment of the axle-mile equalization tax on 

10 all tra'"el within said five-mile lim1t. 

I Sec. II. Occasional nonresident motor vehicle operators 

2 may, in lieu of obtaining an axle-mile equalization permit and 

3 paying the axle-mile equalization tax, secure a trip permit from 

4 a member of the department and pay a trip permit fee as follows: 

5 VehicleType Axles Fee 

6 Motor Truck 3 or more $ 5.00 

7 Truck tractor and;or combination 3 7.50 

8 Truck tractor and 'or combination 4 10.00 

9 Truck tractor and/or combination 5 12.50 

10 Truck tractor and/or combination 6 and;or special 

11 permits under section (321.467) 

I Sec. 12. All fees and taxes collected under the provisions 

2 of the axle-mile equalization tax provisions of this chapter 

3 shall be credited by the treasurer o£ state of Iowa to the 

15.00 

4 primary road fund, after deducting therefrom the necessary 

5 expenses incidental to the administration of this Act. 

1 Sec. 13 The commissioner of public safety, in addition 

2 to other powers conferred upon him by law, shall have the 

3 following powers: 

To establish a department under his supervision and to 

5 appoint and employ such personnel as may be necessary to carry 

6 out the duties imposed upon h1m by the provisions of this Act. 

7 To adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations 

8 pertaining to the levy. collection and administration of the 
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9 tax imposed by thts Act. 

10 To release any property from the lien of any fees. taxes. 

11 penalties or interest tmpooed by this Act upon %tisfaction o( 

12 such )i('n h)' full payment of the full amount thereof. 

1 Sec. 1-1. The department may refuse to issue a penmt upon 

2 ;my of the ground' contained m sectioll three hundred twent)'-one 

3 potnt thirt,· (321.30) of the Code. 

1 Sec. 15 If ,,ny section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, 

2 clause or phrase of this Act is for any reason held to be 

:~ unconstitutional or invalid, the unconstitutionalitv or 

4 invalidity ,;hall not afiect the constitutwna!tty or ,·alidity 

5 of the remaininp: portions of the Act. 

1 Sec. 16 Amend section three hundred twenty-one point 

2 one hundred forty-fiye (321.145), Code 1954, by inserting in 

3 line three (3) following "chauffeur's license fees" the 

4 follo~vmg-: "and the axle-mile equalizabon tax". 

Sec. 1 i Section three hundred twenty-one point thirty 

2 (321.:30), Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding the following 

3 subsection: ''If the tax provided by the axle-mile equalization 

4 tax has not b~en paid." 

1 See 18. Amend section three hundred twenty-one pomt 

2 ninety-se,•en (321.97), Code 1954, by inserting after the word 

3 "application" in line three (:3), the words "for axle-mile 

4 equalization tax permit or". 

1 Sec. 19. This Act shall be effectiYe on and after October 

2 1, 1957. 

EXPLAXATJOX OF HOUSF. FILE 478 

The hii! i~ dc..,igned to equal:ze the contnbut1on for highway con':>l.t uction and malhte
nann~ made br auwmoln!~" an,J light trucks throl:l!;'h registration :mel payment of 1-{'llA 

taxes, and the contribution wh:t h ~hould be made iw h~>uv ,' trucks a~d tractor-trailE-r 
combinations -

The usc of the lowa highways by the ht!1.l\"Y uni~ amo\Jntt-<1 t..o 450,000,000 m1lc:. based 
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HOUSE FILE 478 

1 Amend House File 4.78 by interting after aection five (5) a 
2 n~w section as !o11ows: 
8 

44

Sec. 6. If a vehicle described in a permit provide<! !or by 
4 this Act. is registered in Iowa and the regist:-ation fee pa.id as 
5 required by sections three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 
6 nineteen (321.119), three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 
i twentv (!321.120), or three hundred twenty-one P<>int one hundred 
8 twenty.one (321.121) of the Code, or if o motor truck, truck 
9 tru.ctor or road tractor and each &emitrailer (or trailer drawn 

10 by it) is registered in the stnte of Iowa and the fee paid as 
11 rQquileO by sections three hundrt<i twC"nty-one point Oht> hundr('d 
12 twenty-two (321 122) or thr~ hundred twt-rlty-one pomt one 
13 hundred twenty-three (321.123) of the Code. the an:ounL: o! the 
14 regi~t\ation fee !'.0 paid on each truck, truek tractor or road 
15 tractor in any year may be uedited a(!ainst any amonnt of axi~-
16 mrle cquali7.ation tax due in any such year or. the vehicle. and 
17 no axle-mile e<J_uah7.atlon t.ax eh<tll be paid in any yt-ar fQr such 
18 motor truck or truek tractor or road tr<lctor until the um(lunt of 
19 axle-mile equali2:ation tll.~ for ~!.4ch motor truck, tmek tractor or 
20 road tractor in such ye.1.r sha:l be ~qual to or in excess (If the 
21 amvunt of Iowa l'egi,tlation fee for su(;h motor truck, truck 
22 tra(..>tor or ronri tr·actor !or such ye.1r. A perm1t holder :.hali 
23 Hate on tht! first ~~port required by thts Att in .<~.ny year 
24 whether any such !ow~ regbtration fee h~~ hen paH~ a1·d the 
25 amount thereQ! tog~thtr wrth the tegi::.tration mw:ber a;:~-;igncd to 
26 the vehicle or vehldCb de~cr1bc-d in the perrrnt. If such 
27 registration fee has been paid, the holder of the p~rmit shall 
28 report as prtwH:ied by th1s Act but nee-d not make further 
29 remittance for thst ,Year until some nruolmt of axle-nnle 
30 equa.lizntion tn.x ht!romes due." 
31 Further amend HouM Fit~ 4':'8 by -renumbninp: the subsequent 
32 ~ctions. 

Filed 
.March 1~. 1957 

PB"T"Rt:CCELLI of .Scott. 



• 

• 


